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Executive Summary
Introduction
The Howard County Board of Education (Board) initiated boundary review on February  13, 2025 to address 
two schools that are utilized above 110%. The boundary review process scope includes Bryant Woods, Running 
Brook, Swansfield, Longfellow, Clemens Crossing and Centennial Lane elementary schools. Wilde Lake, 
Harper’s Choice and Burleigh Manor middle schools, as well as Centennial and Wilde Lake high schools are 
included to allow adjustments to feeds.

The Howard County Public School System (HCPSS) began the boundary review process with community 
information sessions in April. These sessions provided an opportunity for community members to learn about 
the process, future opportunities to participate, and provide input to staff. This input, and the enrollment 
projection presented in the June 2025 Educational Facilities Master Plan (EFMP) underpin the boundary 
scenarios presented in this report. Additionally, the EFMP included recommendations to continue this process, 
in light of the updated projected enrollments at the in-scope schools. 

Next steps in the process include:

• July 17 - The Boundary Review report presentation - Staff report with initial scenarios for review and 
consideration.

• July - August - Summer Community Engagement - Public meetings to answer questions and receive 
feedback from the community on scenarios included in the Boundary Review document.  The feedback 
received will inform the Superintendent in the development of his recommendation to the Board. 

• September - Superintendent recommendation to the Board.

• September - Early November - Board public work sessions and public hearings.

• November - Board decision.

• August 2026 - Implementation of new boundaries.

The boundary options included in this report are focused on addressing high capacity utilization at two schools 
that share adjacent schools with utilization rates below the target range of 90-100%. Other schools or areas 
of the county were considered for inclusion, but were not included due to the recommendation of other 
strategies. Some have an in-process or planned capital project, while others lacked the needed capacity in 
adjacent schools.  

This report does not, and could not, contain all of the possible options for boundary adjustment amongst the 
schools within scope. The options explored herein represent the initial stage of scenario testing and refinement. 
They present three options to reduce enrollment at Centennial Lane and Bryant Woods ES using the available 
capacity at Clemens Crossing, Longfellow, Running Brook, and Swansfield elementary schools. They achieve 
an improved balance of capacity utilization amongst these schools, with limited impacts to the other 
considerations in Policy 6010 – School Attendance Areas. These options will be considered by the community, 
with modifications and alternatives tested by staff and the consultant through the summer. The Superintendent 
will propose a plan in September that considers this feedback and the results of a thorough review of plan 
options. 

Please consult our web page (https:// www.hcpss.org/school-planning/boundary-review-for-26-27/) for the 
latest updates to the schedule and data. 

REVISED

https://policy.hcpss.org/6000/6010/
https:// www.hcpss.org/school-planning/boundary-review-for-26-27/
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Executive Summary
Policy 6010 - Section B - Plan Considerations
Attendance area adjustment plans are to be evaluated analytically, based on the factors identified below.

Facility Utilization. Where reasonable, school attendance area utilization should stay within the capacity 
utilization range of 90-100% for as long a period of time as possible by considering the factors listed in the 
Board Policy.

Community Stability. Where reasonable, school attendance areas should promote a sense of community in 
both the geographic place (e.g., neighborhood or place in which a student lives) and the promotion of a student 
from each school level by considering the factors listed in the Board Policy.

Demographic Characteristics of Student Population. Where reasonable, school attendance areas should 
promote the creation of a diverse and inclusive student body at both the sending and receiving schools by 
considering the factors listed in the Board Policy.

https://policy.hcpss.org/6000/6010/
https://policy.hcpss.org/6000/6010/
https://policy.hcpss.org/6000/6010/
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Executive Summary
Projected Utilization and Feeds
Facility Utilization policy consideration III.1.a indicates efficient use of available capacity. Community Stability 
policy consideration III 2.a. indicates feeds that encourage keeping students together from one school to 
the next. For example, avoiding feeds of less than 15% at the receiving school.  The information below is the 
projected capacity utilization and feed information based on the existing SY2025-26 attendance areas.
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Executive Summary
Regional Programs

Community Stability policy consideration III.2.c indicates consideration of limiting frequency with which any 
one geographic area is reassigned, by trying to avoid reassigning cohorts more than once within a school level.  
Boundary changes implemented for the 2023-24 school year affected some high schools and middle schools 
East of Rt 29. None of those schools are within the scope of this process. Boundary changes implemented in 
school year 2020-21 (six years prior to the implementation year for this process) affected schools at all levels 
across the county, including some within the scope of this process. None of the student cohorts impacted in 
SY2020-21 will be at the same school level for SY2026-27. 

Facility Utilization policy consideration III.1.e indicates location of regional programs, with the goal of 
achieving an equitable distribution of regional programs across the county. The following regional program list 
is up to date as of the publishing of the 2025 Educational Facilities Master Plan.  Additional changes may be 
implemented before SY 2025-26 begins, depending on budget, staffing, and enrollment. 

School Early Childhood & Special Education Programs School Special Education Programs
Atholton ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS     Bonnie Branch MS
Bellows Spring ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK, PL/UL  Burleigh Manor MS
Bollman Bridge ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK MINC-EL, PL/UL  Clarksville MS
Bryant Woods ES PreK, MINC-PK Dunloggin MS
Bushy Park ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK, MINC-EL, ALS   Elkridge Landing MS ALS
Centennial Lane ES PreK , MINC-PK , ALS   Ellicott Mills MS Regional ED
Clarksville ES       Folly Quarter MS ALS
Clemens Crossing ES       Glenwood MS Regional ED
Cradlerock ES PreK, MINC-PS, MINC-PK Hammond MS
Dayton Oaks ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PK, MINC-EL , PL/UL  Harpers Choice MS
Deep Run ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PK, MINC-EL Lake Elkhorn MS
Ducketts Lane ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK , ALS   Lime Kiln MS Intensive Resource
Elkridge ES PreK, Preschool Mayfield Woods MS
Forest Ridge ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PK Mount View MS
Fulton ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK, MINC-FL Murray Hill MS Regional ED
Gorman Crossing ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK , ALS  , ITP, KinderFocus Oakland Mills MS
Guilford ES PreK      Patapsco MS
Hammond ES       Patuxent Valley MS
Hanover Hills ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK,  ED Thomas Viaduct MS
Hollifield Station ES       Wilde Lake MS ALS
Ilchester ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK, PL/UL  
Jeffers Hill ES PreK , MINC-PK
Laurel Woods ES PreK , MINC-EL
Lisbon ES       School Special Education Programs
Longfellow ES PreK, MINC-PK, ALS Atholton HS ALS
Manor Woods ES ITP Centennial HS
Northfield ES Glenelg HS
Phelps Luck ES PreK, MINC-PS     Guilford Park HS Preschool
Pointers Run ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK , PL/UL,  GG Hammond HS Regional ED
Rockburn ES PreK, MINC-PS, MINC-PK, MINC-EL, ALS , ITP Howard HS Intensive Resource
Running Brook ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK, ITP Long Reach HS
St Johns Lane ES Marriotts Ridge HS
Stevens Forest ES PreK, Preschool Mt Hebron HS Regional ED
Swansfield ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK, ALS Oakland Mills HS ALS
Talbott Springs ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK, MINC-EL, TBD (new 2025) Reservoir HS Regional ED
Thunder Hill ES ED, Special Education River Hill HS
Triadelphia Ridge ES PreK, ED Wilde Lake HS
Veterans ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK, MINC-EL, ITP
Waterloo ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK , ALS   
Waverly ES PreK, Preschool, MINC-PS, MINC-PK , ALS, PL/UL  
West Friendship ES       
Worthington ES PreK, MINC-PS, MINC-PK , ALS, GG

Frequency of Reassignment
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Scenario 1 Data and Maps
Scenario 1 
This scenario utilizes available capacity at Longfellow (LoES) to bring Centennial Lane (CLES) to approximately 
102% utilization, reassigning neighborhoods along Route 108 and Homewood Rd, Centennial Lake, and along 
Old Annapolis Rd. The Harper’s Forest apartments would be reassigned to Swansfield (SES), where it may be 
able to be included in the non-transported zone. This neighborhood is also reassigned at the middle and high 
school levels to align feeds.  

Bryant Woods (BWES) is brought within the target range through 2034 through reassigning neighborhoods to 
Clemens Crossing (CCES), Running Brook (RBES), and SES. CCES would receive the Jerry’s Drive and Woodleigh 
neighborhoods along Owen Brown Rd while RBES would receive the Columbia Town Center (mall) immediate 
area. College Square, Bluffs at Hawthorn, and Eaves Columbia apartments would be reassigned to SES. To 
balance some of the impacts to SES, small areas along Watch Chain Way and at the southern end of Sunny 
Spring Ln are reassigned to CCES.  SES would spend SY2026-27 utilized above the target range, but would then 
decline to within target.

The areas reassigned from CLES are reassigned at the middle school level to Wilde Lake MS and at the high 
school level to Wilde Lake HS. In all, an estimated 427 students are reassigned while bringing utilization at all 
included schools within or closer to the target range. No new small feeds are created, and one existing small 
feed is corrected. Approximately 10 or fewer middle school students and 78 high school students who currently 
walk to Burleigh Manor MS (BMMS) and Centennial HS (CHS) would become bus riders to Harpers Choice 
(HCMS) and Wilde Lake HS (WLHS).  

There are impacts to the student demographics including race/ethnicity, percentage of students qualifying 
for direct certification, percentage of students scoring proficient on standardized tests, and English language 
development students. Some schools move closer to countywide values, while others move away. None of the 
changes represent major demographic shifts.  

The main strength of this option is the improved capacity utilization at CLES and BWES with minimal impacts 
to feeds and demographics. The considerations include transportation impacts and the number of students 
reassigned.
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Scenario 1 Data and Maps

In these scenarios polygon 1147 would be 
reconfigured to separate the property of BMMS 
and CHS.

REVISED
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Scenario 1 Data and Maps
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Scenario 1 Data and Maps

REVISED
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Scenario 1 Data and Maps
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Scenario 2 Data and Maps
Scenario 2 
This option employs a different strategy for relieving CLES with the same strategy for relieving BWES.  Instead 
of reassigning the neighborhoods along Old Annapolis Rd from CLES to LoES, one neighborhood along 
Centennial Lane, including Century Dr, Carillon Dr, and Cross Country Dr, is reassigned to Longfellow ES. This 
provides a greater reduction in utilization for CLES, bringing it to 100% throughout the ten year period. The 
areas reassigned from CLES are also reassigned at the middle and high school levels to Harpers Choice MS and 
Wilde Lake HS. The reassignments involving the Downtown Columbia schools are the same as in Scenario 1. 
Approximately 429 students would be reassigned.  

The main strength of this option is that it brings CLES closer to the target utilization range, while reassigning 
virtually the same number of students. It also balances utilization among the Downtown Columbia – 
area schools with minimal impacts to transportation, feeds, and demographic considerations. The main 
consideration for this plan is the reassignment of walkers from Burleigh Manor MS and Centennial HS. 
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Scenario 2 Data and Maps

In these scenarios polygon 1147 would be 
reconfigured to separate the property of BMMS 
and CHS.

REVISED
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Scenario 2 Data and Maps
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Scenario 2 Data and Maps
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Scenario 2 Data and Maps
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Scenario 3 Data and Maps
Scenario 3 
This option provides less relief for CLES, while employing a unique approach for BWES, creating a non-
contiguous boundary. The neighborhoods around Centennial Lake, Route 108, and Homewood Rd are 
reassigned from CLES to LoES. This results in an expected utilization rate of 107% for CLES, which leaves 
it above the target utilization range. In Downtown Columbia some of the reassignments are the same as 
scenarios one and two, with the main exception being reassignment of the Merriweather District to SES. This 
brings BWES and surrounding elementary schools below or within the target range for all of the next ten years. 
This option reassigns 267 students, with fewer reassignments needed at the middle and high school levels. 
There are small improvements to feeds, and the only impact to non-transported areas approximately 49 high 
school students reassigned from CHS to WLHS who would now receive bus service to attend WLHS.  

The main strength of this plan is the reassignment of the area expected to see the most growth (Merriweather 
District) out of BWES, stabilizing enrollment at BWES within the target range. The plan also reassigns fewer 
students overall. The main consideration is that CLES is not within the target range, and will need additional 
measures possibly (including future boundary adjustments) to address high utilization. 
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Scenario 3 Data and Maps

In these scenarios polygon 1147 would be 
reconfigured to separate the property of BMMS 
and CHS.

REVISED
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Scenario 3 Data and Maps
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Scenario 3 Data and Maps
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Scenario 3 Data and Maps
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Conclusion
The scenarios presented in this report represent the work of staff, supported by our consultant, and in 
response to input from the community. All three provide reductions in capacity utilization at CLES and BWES, 
with varying levels of impact to other considerations. A key consideration with all options is the inclusion 
of adjustments at the middle and high school levels to align feeds. Some of these changes result in the 
reassignment of students who can walk to their current middle and high school to a school where they will be 
bus riders. If these students cannot be incorporated into existing routes, it’s possible additional buses will be 
needed.  

Scenarios one and two explore different options for relief of CLES, while presenting the same adjustments in 
the Downtown Columbia area to relieve BWES. The third explores a unique option for relief of BWES, combined 
with only minor changes for CLES which produce less relief than the other two options. One of the challenges 
identified with CLES relief is the lack of options to provide meaningful relief while avoiding impacts to walkers 
and feeds. Many of the areas considered for reassignment from CLES are within the non-transported areas for 
BMMS and CHS. Leaving these areas at BMMS and CHS would create a small feed at BMMS from LoES.  

For the BWES options, it is a challenge to relieve BWES enough to remain within target for 10 years while 
maintaining the non-transported area and a contiguous boundary. Scenarios one and two maintain the 
contiguous boundary, but utilization increases to above 110% in 2035 due to ongoing development in the 
Merriweather District. The third option explores reassigning the Merriweather District to SES (a larger, recently 
renovated school), but creates a non-contiguous boundary for BWES.

Despite these challenges, the options presented are reasonable scenarios to begin the next phase of this 
process, where community feedback will be collected to support the creation of the Superintendent’s 
recommendation. This engagement will begin immediately following the presentation of this report, and will 
seek the community’s reactions and suggestions in response to these options. While there is no plan that will 
optimize all criteria and completely satisfy the concerns of all stakeholders, the options presented in this report 
illustrate some of the advantages, compromises and trade-offs possible while balancing utilization in this area.  
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Public Feedback - Spring Engagement
The appendix summary and written feedback from the Spring 2025 community engagement sessions.

RESPONDENTS COUNT
Parent/Guardian of a student at an HCPSS school 420
Community Member 80
HCPSS student 21
Parent/Guardian of a student at an HCPSS school;HCPSS Staff member 16
HCPSS staff member 4
TOTAL 541

Respondents may have identified one or more schools with which they are associated. 

SCHOOLS COUNT SCHOOLS COUNT SCHOOLS COUNT
ARL 2 Glenelg HS 0 Murray Hill MS 0
Atholton ES 2 Glenwood MS 0 Northfield ES 33
Atholton HS 26 Gorman Crossing ES 0 Oakland Mills HS 4
Bellows Spring ES 0 Guilford ES 0 Oakland Mills MS 3
Bollman Bridge ES 2 Guiford Park HS 1 Patapsco MS 1
Bonnie Branch MS 0 Hammond ES 6 Patuxent Valley MS 1
Bryant Woods ES 34 Hammond HS 1 Phelps Luck ES 1
Burleigh Manor MS 287 Hammond MS 1 Pointers Run ES 1
Bushy Park ES 0 Hanover Hills ES 0 Reservoir HS 1
Centennial HS 308 Harper's Choice MS 19 River Hill HS 1
Centennial Lane ES 271 Hollifield Station ES 2 Rockburn ES 0
Cedar Lane 0 Homewood 0 Running Brook ES 4
Clarksville ES 2 Howard HS 0 St. John's Lane ES 0
Clarksville MS 3 Ilchester ES 0 Stevens Forest ES 2
Clemens Crossing ES 26 Jeffers Hill ES 1 Swansfield ES 18
Cradlerock ES 1 Lake Elkhorn MS 3 Talbott Springs ES 2
Dayton Oaks ES 0 Laurel Woods ES 0 Thomas Viaduct MS 0
Deep Run ES 0 Lime Kiln MS 1 Thunder Hill ES 1
Ducketts Lane ES 0 Lisbon ES 0 Triadelphia Ridge ES 0
Dunloggin MS 25 Long Reach HS 0 Veterans ES 20
Elkridge ES 0 Longfellow ES 22 Waterloo ES 0
Elkridge Landing MS 0 Manor Woods ES 13 Waverly ES 6
Ellicott Mills MS 25 Marriotts Ridge HS 10 West Friendship ES 0
Folly Quarter MS 0 Mayfield Woods MS 0 Wilde Lake HS 48
Forest Ridge ES 0 Mount View MS 3 Wilde Lake MS 48
Fulton ES 1 Mt. Hebron HS 8 Worthington ES 2
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Public Feedback - Spring Engagement
Survey responses of priorities of policy considerations.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Transferring schools can have several negative effects on a child. It may disrupt their social connections, causing feelings of loneliness or anxiety as they struggle to make 
new friends. Academically, different curriculums or teaching styles can lead to confusion or gaps in learning. Children may also experience a loss of routine and stability, 
which can affect their confidence and emotional well-being. In some cases, the pressure to adapt quickly to a new environment can result in stress or behavioral changes. 
Overall, frequent school changes can impact a child’s academic performance and social development if not carefully managed.

We are living in Kingsley woods community, we are so close to centennial lane elimentary school, we bought the house and pay high home tax just want our kids to go to 
that school. If for any reason our community rezoned, then we will let our kids go to private schools instead.

We recently relocated here solely for the schools we are currently enrolled in. We paid exorbitant property taxes solely for the schools. We are conveniently located near 
the schools, and it is unacceptable to pass our school and attend a further one. If we were to change schools, we would all seek private education, and we would take legal 
action.
we all search for private school, and we will sue.

I am super frustrated as we moved here for our schools. I don't want my children moved when we bought our house specifically where we did for the schools. 

I'm not in support of any redistricting at this time. 

Please ensure there are exemptions for rising 5th, 8th, and 12th graders, to allow those students to finish their last year at their current school.

Regarding demographics, particularly related to socioeconomic composition and academic performance: instead of breaking up neighborhoods or having to travel further 
distances, I believe more funding should be put towards schools that need it (ie low-performance school should get more resources to assist improve performance, not just 
move some students to a higher-performing school to "even" things out; provide extra funding to schools with a lower socioeconomic composition). 

Please get some clipboards and go out to communities to seek input from people where they are. ❌ Not PTA meetings. ✅ Football games. ✅ Church. 

Some schools on this list are within the 90-110% range. Are they included because it is expected that these schools will receive students from schools above the 110% 
threshold? Would students from schools within the 90-110% range be moved?

Minimize the time the kids have on the bus.  Walkers should not become bus riders. 

If transportation is an issue (which it has been) then keeping students who are within walking range of their schools should be a priority.  This aligns with keeping 
communities and neighbors together.  Adding new bus routes seems counter productive.  Additionally, adding in another bus route increases the time it takes to get to 
school and results in the child having to wake up earlier which is counter productive to the school time changes we just went through.  I would ask that the Board take into 
consideration that those who are already walkers remain at their current schools.  

It would be great to not move kids in their final year of elementary,  middle, or high school.  

The persistent use of temp buildings at elementary schools makes it difficult to keep small children safe on school grounds and to provide bathroom access. 

seems to be poor planning?

Howard County suffers from poor community cohesion because of gerrymandered school attendance areas. The gerrymandering is obvious and has gone too far. For 
example, in neighborhoods of Clary's Forest, the closest high school is Atholton, so the assigned voting location for parents is Atholton High School, but the assigned high 
school for their kids is Wilde Lake. 

ALL students from an elementary school should feed the SAME middle school, and ALL students from a middle school should feed the SAME high school. The board of 
education should work towards the goal of eliminating its gerrymandered school attendance areas during this upcoming boundary review process. 

Please do not redistrict those in walking distance to their school. Many of these students participate in after school activities, and it would be VERY difficult to have to pick 
up kids from a further school. Many parents moved to houses where the students would be walkers for that very reason.

Are there exemptions to redistricting? For example, if someone is a senior in the 2026-27 school year. I think it's more difficult as a junior or senior to switch schools, 
because a student may already have school-related commitments like sports and clubs, especially Student Government Associations, Honour Societies, or Mentoring-related 
clubs (Tri-M, Music Mentors, etc). 
Also people with accomodations (like 504s or IEPs), such as myself, may have trouble adjusting to a completely new environment and may be detrimental to education and 
performance. 
I just think there could be some exceptions, but I'm not sure if some are already in place. Thanks!
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Thank you for this opportunity for input. As the parent of a sixth grader, we were delighted that our daughter traveled to middle school with a large cohort of classmates 
from her elementary school. This sense of community, connecting our neighborhood and our public schools is important to us and part of what we love about living in 
Howard County and sending our child to its public schools. We are hopeful that this will continue when she transitions to high school. 

My pocket of about 30 students was the edge of all of our assigned schools. There are two high schools closer to us than the one we attended. In elementary there was a 
1/5 chance a friend would attend the same high school. The social disruption and impact on children’s ability to make and keep friends was large and has continued to 
follow them into college. It was the worst part of our hcpss experience. They could never walk or bike to school. Hcpss should commit to districting changes at entry and 
exit ages to each school level and not mid stream. I also feel neighborhoods with high levels of rental house are moved most often because they have a less organized 
response.

The top priority for HCPSS should be to keep walkers to attend their local schools. Students can gain tremendous benefits from  walking to/from schools which improves 
mental health, builds independence and relationships with their neighbors. 

During this very challenging period of federal, state and county budget cuts and economic uncertainty, it is imperative that HCPSS not waste any money on bus 
transportation which is detrimental to the quality of education.

Where are the plans to upgrade the existing schools?

Marriotts ridge high school seems to headed for a major overcrowding as well with all the new developments. 

Please don’t redistrict walkers 

Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe disruption to our students' education and community stability especially since Burleigh 
Manor Middle and Centennial High Schools are not overcrowded. In addition, ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for 
HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. 
Being able to walk home from school allows my son and his friends to participate in multiple school clubs which is especially important for high school students. At a time 
when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary 
bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education.

Why has the redistricting in Howard County been so frequent? How does this compare to other counties in Maryland? What is the primary driver?.People purchase their 
homes in specific neighborhoods on purpose because of the schools.

Prioritizing students’ ability to walk to their neighborhood schools should be a central focus for HCPSS. Walking offers significant advantages—supporting mental well-
being, encouraging independence, and nurturing a strong sense of community. In an era of tightening federal, state, and county budgets, it is crucial that HCPSS allocates 
resources thoughtfully. Redirecting limited funds toward unnecessary bus transportation not only diminishes these benefits but also detracts from the district’s core goal of 
delivering a high-quality education. Redistricting at the elementary, middle, and high school levels must be avoided, as it causes major disruption to students’ learning 
experiences.

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to students' education

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to students' education*.

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to students' education.

I think it In important to build community through local and neighborhood schools, and to continue that community from elementary through high school 

HCPSS must make it a top priority to ensure that students can continue walking to their local schools. This isn’t just about convenience—walking to and from school 
profoundly impacts students’ mental health, builds confidence and independence, and strengthens the very fabric of our communities. At a time when budgets at every 
level—federal, state, and county—are under intense pressure, it’s absolutely vital that every dollar is spent with care and purpose. Wasting limited resources on 
unnecessary bus transportation not only strips students of these powerful benefits, but also takes critical funding away from what matters most: delivering an exceptional 
education. Redistricting at any school level—elementary, middle, or high—would cause devastating disruption to students’ lives and learning, and it must be avoided at all 
costs.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Ensuring that student walk to and from Their local schools should be the top priority for HCPSS. Walking to, and from the school offers, several benefits to the students – 
boosting their mental health, fostering independence, Strengthening connections within the community. At a time when the county state and Federal Budget are facing 
Constraints, it’s very important for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funding on transportation not only undermines these benefits but  also diverts resources away 
from the core value of high class education. The redistricting  should be avoided at all costs which disrupts the environment the student learns. 

Keep walkers walk. Given the best budget, reduce bus usage not only save cost, but also keep community integrity.

Keeping communities together and distance fron school. We currently have two high schools geographically closer to us than the school we are assigned to. 

Given HCPSS is short on budget, emphasis should be given to lower the costs without impacting the quality of education including keeping music programs and such. One 
such area is letting communities keep their walker status. No need to bus those kids who are already walking to school. 

Walking to school offers numerous benefits, including reduced county costs through decreased busing needs and improved health and safety for students. These benefits 
extend to the wider community by reducing traffic congestion and increasing neighborhood walkability, ultimately leading to a healthier and more vibrant environment.

The demographic characteristics point is confusing - I don’t know if putting it higher or lower shows that I value diversity and also value neighbors staying together and not 
having lines across small roads.  

Walkers to attend their local schools. Period.

I am concerned that the neighborhoods surrounding Old Main Street will get re-zoned out of Centennial H.S. for the sole reason of increasing its already elite academic 
performance. 

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS, especially in this economic environment. Walking to and from school 
offers invaluable benefits—boosting mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and 
county budgets are facing serious constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only 
undermines these benefits but also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting should be avoided at ALL COSTS due 
to severe disruption to students' education.

Please move polygons 2332 from Bryant woods to Clemens crossing.
When you disrupt contiguous neighborhoods, it takes a lot of effort to form a cohesive school, putting these polygons at a school other than Clemens will necessitate these 
polygons joining non-continuous neighborhoods with established social and geographical bonds. 
2332 Clemens polygons reassigned to Bryant woods in 2020 have found it difficult due to geographic separation of parks, walking trails, and tot lots. Children can not 
independently interact with 80% of their classmates due to the distance that is unsafe for elementary school children to navigate. Further, summer break activities like 
swimming at CA pools are differentiated by neighborhood fourth exacerbating issues for interacting with peers, carpoooling, and informal get togethers. Finally, the kids 
are on the bus for almost a half hour which is a bit long.
If these areas must be redistricted, restore contiguous neighborhoods. Sending these neighborhoods to new non contiguous schools will be difficult for the parents and 
children. 

The Sebring neighborhood keeps getting shuffled around. Figure out where we belong and keep us there. 

Although my kids are adults now,  I can completely empathize w my neighbors' frustrations about having their elementary aged kids go to BWES rather than the closest 
school (CCES).

Use data from the tax records, Census updates and actual attendance records (not enrollment) for student headcount.

Howard county schools need budget for multiple programs- academic, sports, special needs etc. Please do not allocate walkers to new schools and pay for new bus routes. 
Keep our kids within geographically close communities. 

Keeping communities & neighborhoods together. Avoiding small feeds. If kids from CLES that are walkers to BMMS & CHS are moved to RBES, they will be a tiny feed into 
BMMS. Middle school is a hard enough adjustment for kids & it’s preferred they would have a larger group of peers from elementary school. I think looking at the bigger 
picture & a polygon’s full trajectory is a best practice. 

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to students' education
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to students' education.

Maintaining walkers as walkers plays a crucial role in the redistricting process. Considering the current economic climate, this approach is the most efficient way to cut 
costs and optimize the use of our educational budget, which is the ultimate goal of school redistriction.

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 school levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to students' education

Students who can walk to school should not be moved from their school, to be bused to a school that is far away and not walkable. Walking to school benefits the students 
health and well-being, the community, and the county by reducing costs. In this time of budget reductions, it's important to consider where the limited funds should be 
spent. Spending on unnecessary bus transportation by turning walkers into bus riders does not make any sense. Similarly, bus riders traveling short distances to school 
should not be moved to another school that significantly extends the students' time on the bus. Unnecessary travel time on the bus added to students' day wastes precious 
time for our students and elevates risk of car accidents. To the extent possible, bus routes should try to avoid highways and large roads while students are on board. In 
addition, redistricting always severely impacts the students, families and communities of those being moved. We should not move all three levels (ES, MS and HS) for one 
community. 

Minimize the impact of schools, communities and students should be the number one factor for consideration:
1. Keep walkers as walkers to minimize traffic and avoid budget increase;
2. Assign kids to their neighborhood schools to keep the community together;
3. Avoid moving students at all three levels to keep the disruption low;
4. Move the Pre-K students from high capacity schools to low capacity schools to optimize capacity usage;
5. Plan for longer term 5 or more years, not the near term capacity.

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 school levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to student's education

Policy 6010 was originally designed to keep students in their neighborhood schools. The Howard County Public school system has continued to rewrite policy 6010 to the 
detriment of neighborhoods. Leave students in their area schools. Do not move Ellicott City students to Columbia and Columbia students to Ellicott City. Neighbourhood 
schools always needs to be number one.

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to students' education.

First please avoid using government-speak that appears to be intentionally confusing to drive a predestined outcome, e.g. "minimizing impacts of programmatic initiatives".  
If that is removing GT classes, AP classes, and generally dumbing down the HoCo school system to an even level of mediocrity then yes it should be minimized. 
Second, please end the program to bus children (also called bussing) as it terrifically inconveniences
parents of bused kids while doing nothing to help the children and only pushes parents away from supporting public schools.  If all high schools get equal funding (we are 
a County based system) then all high schools should have equal resources.  
Third please have the courage to say no occasionally to the monolithic public teacher's union.  Those of us who have to work till at least 67 and don't get a pension in our 
retirement have to pay for their benefits, summers off and "training days".   To the good teachers, give them recognition and bonuses. To the bad ones, first seek to help 
them improve then fire them if they don't.   Oh, wait.....its all seniority based regardless of quality or work ethic.  Never mind. 

Centennial HS capacity concerns would be mitigated by long overdue renovations with an expansion.

My children currently enjoy being able to walk to school. Adjusting the middle school walk zone back to 1 mile (instead of 1.5) seems unnecessary. I would rather my child 
walk 1.5 miles than take the bus. (To either their current school, or a different school.)

What was the rationale for changing school walk zones? To slow for more shuffling of polygons among schools without getting rid of walkers?
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
School attendance area projections are outside the capacity utilization range of 90-110% and available capacity exists.
Feeds that encourage keeping students together from one school to the next.

The redistricting proposal is a community and development planning problem, not a HCPSS problem. Why are some schools underenrolled? What are the future 
projections? Why is the county allowing a huge development project at Columbia at 108 that feeds to RBES and is still trying to take kids from Centennial schools?

The Centennial schools have long maintained community and cohesiveness in this area, and provided a sense of safety and security for our families. Any neighborhood that 
is able to walk to one or more of these schools should not have kids pulled from any of these schools. They should be able to feed into each school as part of the 
community in which they are growing up.

Making sure students can still walk to their neighborhood schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school isn’t just about convenience—it helps kids 
stay active, feel more independent, and stay connected to their communities.

Right now, budgets are tight at every level—federal, state, and county. That means we need to be smart about where the money goes. Spending on unnecessary bus 
routes doesn’t make sense when those funds could be used to improve classrooms, support teachers, or invest in programs that directly benefit students.

And let’s be real—redistricting creates a lot of unnecessary stress for families and students. Uprooting kids from their schools, friends, and routines can seriously disrupt 
their learning and emotional well-being. It’s just not worth it.

HCPSS should focus on keeping students close to home, walking to school, and learning in a stable, familiar environment.

Honestly, being able to walk to your neighborhood school should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to school isn’t just easier—it helps us stay active, be more 
independent, and feel more connected to where we live.

Everyone knows money’s tight right now, from the federal level all the way down to the county. So it doesn’t make sense to spend on extra bus routes when that money 
could go toward things that actually help us—like better classrooms, more support for teachers, or programs we actually use.

Plus, redistricting is super stressful. It pulls kids away from their schools, friends, and routines, and that can really mess with how we learn and feel. It’s just not fair.

HCPSS should focus on keeping students in their own neighborhoods, walking to school, and learning in a place that feels stable and familiar.

Ensuring walkers to continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority in the howard county school system. Walking helps benefit mental healthy and physical 
health. It also strengthens connections within the community. Especially during budget constraints howard county schools should spend their money wisely. Limit 
unnecessary cost bus services.

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to students' education and their friendships that they foster over the years! 

I feel like more students from folly quarter should go to River Hill High School such as the Westmount neighborhood since their large population of students can overflow 
Glenelg High School so sending them to River Hill (a depopulated school) could be a lot better for less crowding 

My son just began Swansfield Elementary this year and I would hate to have to see him switch schools already. He has begun making the friendships and knowing the 
teachers which makes him comfortable and excited to go. Not to mention the administration at Swansfield is incredible and we would not want to have to go to another 
school because of redistricting
 

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to students' education.

The priority of HCPS should be not to move walkers into a school where they will have to board  a bus daily which is not only extra burden on county resources  and also 
tough for kids emotionally and physically. 

THE top priority for HCPSS should be to keep walkers to attend their local school

While it is nice to keep students within communities together, it’s not always possible. Especially with the over building in the Columbia Town Center and Merriwether 
District! Let’s get the kids to the appropriate resources so that they can receive the best education possible in Howard County!

Clearances need to be stopped being provided to builders for new development till they pay their fair share to develop school capacity for increased burdens. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
neighborhoods surrounding a school where students can walk to get to school should not be redistricted to an area that is miles away from the students home 

The choice of how to redistrict students should be made with consideration for the nearby development of apartment complexes and townhomes and they additional 
children they will send to the schools in the future.  We should also consider the impact breaking apart communities has on the social lives of the children. They don't get 
to know the kids who live just down the street from them. It's much more difficult to maintain friendships with someone who lives on the other side of town.  I realize the 
goal of the last redistricting was to bring together children from different socioeconomic backgrounds - but please share the evidence that proves this was effective.  It 
would be better to provide additional resources to the communities and schools with lower performance rather than bus the children around and hope that they will have a 
positive influence. The higher performing children get separated into different math classes and reading groups anyway, so I dont see the benefit of redistricting this way. 

I’d like focus to be on travel distance - having students able to walk/ride bike and/or not travel farther to school should be a top priority. 

Ensuring our children are in walking distance to their schools should be top priority. Walking provides numerous benefits such as, independence, fostering relationships 
with other classmates and boosting mental health. At a time where federa, state budgets are limited, HCPSs should invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary 
transportation undermines benefits of other resources that can profit from these funds. Theses resources includes music programs, Gt programs and other specialized 
programs. It is imperative that hcpss allocate funding for important programs and not on unnecessary transportative means. 

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to students' education*.

students should be  walking to their local schools should be a top priority. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting mental health, fostering 
independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious constraints, it’s more important 
than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but also diverts resources away from 
the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at all cost due to severe disruption to students education.

Students in the underprivileged area of Jessup should be bussed and distributed to areas that receive higher ratings. Our children do not stand a chance at succeeding in 
life when the playing field of public schooling, which should be equitable, is so severely skewed in favor of the ultra-wealthy. Socio-economic status should not be a factor 
in public schooling, but it clearly is as you have to pay $800,000+ for a simple home in an area with highly rated public schools. An expensive house is unattainable for 
those who lack wealth and resources. All children deserve the best, but it seems as if Howard County favors the wealthy.

Would consider balance of parent/community support (PTA, fundraising) to avoid having redistricting that offers less community support

Keeping walking status is of the highest priority to help keep transportation costs down for the county.  Also, to maintain healthy mental health for students walking to 
school.  As walkers or bike riders, this helps to maintain, support and grow their independence.

Offer current numbers of capacity at the schools, not projected numbers that are estimates. The school you are zoned for should be the CLOSEST school, period.

Maintaining contingency communities. We have been established in the Centennial community for 15+ years while new communities have built around us. However, our 
steet is the one being redistricted while new construction neighborhoods stay. We are an established neighborhood, invested 100% in our school community & 1 street 
away from the polygon line.  We are less than 10 kids on our steet. 

Students walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits: boosting mental health, fostering 
independence, and strengthening connections with the community. Additionally, having no bus service will save Howard County’s money. 

We hope to remain in our current district, as our child feels very at home with the teachers and the extracurricular activities offered by his school.  He is also not eager to 
be moved out of the environment where he is comfortable.  

Reassigning feeds is always a disruptive process.  My opinion is that consideration needs to be given towards 1) avoiding reassignment of students away from the school 
they currently attend and 2) jeopardizing investments that current homeowners have already made in a particular location based upon school planning.  Ignoring both of 
these considerations is not governing in good faith.

Please keep walkers to attend their local school and spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation.  Redistricting at all three school levels should be avoided at 
all costs due to severe disruption to students' education
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
The list of priorities option while informative does not cover true prioritization wants and needs as it doesn't provide weighting to those priorities. In addition some of the 
priorities themselves are not self-defined well enough to understand what the underlying consideration is for a persons prioritization. For myself establishing a contiguous 
community is by far of most importance while maximizing the number of walkable students. The other priorities would be weighted significantly less. The previous re-
districting achieved the opposite of those priorities by fragmenting our neighborhood and requiring bussing to distant schools from previously walkable ones for portions of 
our neighborhood. 

My main concern for Wilde Lake HS and Harper's Choice MS through this process is that we will lose neighborhoods that contribute to the diversity of our school 
community.  Our programs (athletics, arts, activities) rely on interest from students, parent volunteers and funding from families to run.  In recent years, the 
socioeconomic disparity between schools in HCPSS has become even more obvious to everyone, especially those of us who attend a wonderful, but misunderstood, school 
like WLHS.  We can barely field JV teams for many sports, while other schools hold tryouts for 60+ students for each sport.  The same schools consistently lead the county 
in many sports due to the parents' ability to pay for travel programs and private instruction for their kids. We have smaller budgets and less parent involvement for our 
Athletics and Music Boosters programs.  We cannot run certain classes that many other schools have b/c of lack of student interest.  

I would like to suggest NOT removing any current students/communities from WLHS (to avoid disrupting students from our underutilized school), but instead ADDING 
bigger feeds from areas such as Dunloggin MS, which currently sends a small feed to WLHS.  Although small, this feed from Dunloggin is an amazing addition to our WLHS 
community and it would be even better if there were more students from the Dorsey/Dunloggin area to make these students more comfortable with the transition to HS by 
having more peers to move with.  It would also provide a more equitable, diverse, and enjoyable school experience for everyone at WLHS.

It is time for HCPSS to stand up for "The Poor Four" and protect the diversity and equity initiatives that the district preaches about.  The BOE was not willing to do this 
during the 2020 redistricting process due to ugly protests and legal threats from parents from neighboring high schools, and therefore, WLHS boundary areas have been 
left unchanged for many years.  Bringing in more upper middle class/affluent neighborhoods to the WLHS school community would be a positive step in the right direction 
towards evening out the disparities between the high schools in HCPSS.

I want to ensure my children are attending schools with inclusive and diverse populations. I also am concerned that they attend schools in buildings that are not crumbling 
in infrastructure.  

Redistricting is always a short sighted solution to the true underlying problem, county overpopulation. Punishing students for the failure of the county to curve growth 
knowing full well the history of the county is not the answer. Students and families should remain in the schools they are always zoned too, especially at the 9-12 level 
when it matters most for development as a functioning adult. I recommend redistricting as needed in the lower levels but maintaining the high school county lines. 

Stop all this redistricting and changing every few years. Make a limit of kids for school and stick with it. Don’t change every year. Some people move cause of the school 
assigned to home area. Now you change area can cause thousands of dollars lost or gained. That’s not right.  

We have always prided ourselves in the excellence and rigor in Howard County public school systems, especially Centennial, High School, where our children would be 
attending. 

Maintaining the highest level of rigor and proficiency is what we desire to keep consistent. Therefore, we are against any redistricting

Maintain neighborhoods historic ties to schools.   Limit splitting of student cohorts from Elementary -> Middle -> High School.

I strongly disapprove of moving the Centennial Lane Elementary school kids in the Centennial Woods neighborhood (Colonial dr, Century dr Carilion dr, Maxine rd and 
adjacent) from CLES. 

The kids who are 1.2 miles from the school (almost walkers) would be put on a bus to the next town over almost 3 times the distance away. They would be the only kids 
going to Burleigh Manor Middle and Centennial High, fragmenting the community. The disruption at this time for the high-immigrant, high-federal worker community would 
be highly destabilizing to the health and well-being of the kids in these tumultuous times. Breaking apart the community and putting undo travel stress on the students 
would be an undue burden.

I strongly disapprove moving kids that go to Centennial Lane Elementary School from the Centennial neighborhood (Century dr, Carilion dr, Maxine dr, Cross country dr) to 
another school.  This change will significantly increase the travel time to another school for the children.  As most parents are back to work in person, it will disrupt their 
schedules.  It fragments the community as these kids will be going to Burleigh Mannor Middle School and Centennial High School.  We need to keep the kids that will be 
going to same middle school and high school together to maintain sense of community.

I think limiting the frequency in which one area is reassigned is well intended however it currently only takes into consideration a student and not the full dynamic of a 
family. In case of those polygons moved in 2020, the children moved that year will NOT be moved again at their current LEVEL however many of those students have 
siblings who are being yanked around. Care needs to be taken to avoid having to do these moves once immediately out of the “avoid reassigning cohorts more than once 
within a school level” which seems to be about 5 years. Planning should be taken so that redistricting is much more infrequent as it’s a lot of pain on both the moved family 
and the school community that remains when it comes to rebuilding relationships, rebuilding PTAs, disrupting routines. Also not considered in this policy is the effect of 
students who are exempted. It might seem initially good for a student with an IEP or other reason for an exemption to stay at the school and remain in their “least 
restricted environment” but depending on how long the exemption goes on, it could present a hardship when that tiny cohort of exempted students finally moves on to the 
next school level and the only are moving with a handful of classmates when everyone else is moving to the same middle school. This was the case with some polygons 
that were redistricted from Bryant Woods to Longfellow. Due to Longfellow only sending students to HCMS, the kids exempted from that move in 2nd grade eventually 
moved to middle school this current school year as a cohort of only around 4 students going to HCMS instead of WLMS. To add insult to injury, they practically look at 
WLMS while journeying to HCMS for school away from the classmates they grew up with. Oddly, the same treatment was not given to the polygons who were moved from 
BWES to Swansfield as now that group is the only portion of Swansfield to go to WLMS instead of HCMS. Perhaps there is good reason for that but it seems poorly 
planned.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Please leave central EC/Columbia alone. As a proud Wildecat parent, it is utterly exhausting listening to students, parents and community members of nearby schools 
continue to hate on WLHS, spreading false rumors and continue to put our students and community down. Please leave CHS students where they are, they do not want to 
move to WLHS - they are happy in an overcrowded run down building - so just let them stay - we do not need the negativity drawn to our community anymore. It is utterly 
exhausting for our community.

I saw that a longer-term relief for Bryant Woods could include the Pre-K program moving to Faulkner Ridge Center. In the meantime could the Bryant Woods/Lisbon Pre-K 
students go to other nearby schools with excess capacity instead of redistricting?

Hello,
I am a 32 year resident of Ellicott City, Howard County and my children will soon be enrolled in HCPSS. I would like to request the consideration of  redistricting the 
neighborhoods off 108 near Dorsey and centennial. Our community is districted for Wilde lake high school which is at the corner of Columbia which is over 15 minutes 
away. When our entire community is 8 minutes from Centennial, 9 minutes from Howard and 9 minutes from River Hill. It just seems very inefficient especially considering 
HCPSS had challenges with bus routes the past few years. Our kids could even bike to Centennial or Burleigh which is only 2 miles away with side walks paved all the way 
there. Multiple parents seem to share the same sentiment here and you may hear from them as well. So please if one more review could be done.  We thank you for your 
time and efforts. 
Regards,
Peter Lee

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to students' education.

It’s upsetting that some kindergarten classes have reasonable class sizes of around 15 children, while others (Hammond) have 22 children. There should be more balance. 

Please keep communities together and reduce the amount of children that are moved.

My daughter was extremely anxious when she heard about the possibility of redistrict. Please try not to interrupt their friendship built through the 5-6 years and redistrict 
those who are not outside the capacity utilization rate! 

Hammond Elementary is well above acceptable capacity and is not anticipated to naturally go down anytime soon. 
Gorman crossing is under capacity.
Wellington Farms is a new development that is continuing to grow, and students could easily go to either Gorman or hammond (actually Gorman is a safer walk for them).
They have been distracted to Hammond, despite Hammond being over capacity.
It makes NO sense that Hammond is not being considered in this redistricting process when it is such a simple solution to move at least some of Wellington Farms to 
Gorman. Why is Hammond not being considered at all??
Our class sizes are well over what is acceptable, and the school is understaffed. We need help!

My kid and most of his friends would be going to Centennial HS next year. Centennial HS is convenient for my kid and our community. Please keep the communities north 
of MD rt 108 assigned to Centennial HS

My primary concern regarding the Policy 6010 considerations is the risk of inaction or delayed response to severe capacity imbalances—such as the one currently affecting 
Hammond Elementary. While the listed considerations are important for long-term planning and equitable distribution, the current reality at Hammond—with enrollment at 
110% capacity and overcrowded classrooms—constitutes an immediate crisis that demands timely and decisive intervention.

Although the other factors outlined in the policy are valid, they should not override the fundamental need to ensure that ALL students and staff are supported in a safe, 
equitable, and effective learning environment. Policy 6010 should include a clear prioritization plan that allows for swift action when overcrowding compromises the quality 
of education and teaching conditions.

BOE should be able to listen and resolve  to urgent school capacity related issues, if possible they should be able to go and see to assess the gravity of the situation 

By moving around several students my concern is you will create central pockets of lower socioeconomic groups. You may also by pushing in so many families from higher 
cause schools to lose programs and community benefits that directly support and are needed for many families and students within the building. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
We were moved from CCES to BWES during the last redistricting despite the fact that MANY parents provided evidence that this move would add to the BWES 
overcrowding. It is absolutely shameful that because of the shortsighted choices by the board, the families in the Sebring community are likely to have to leave our school 
community AGAIN. This is not fair. My children love BWES and we do not want to leave. We are integrated within the community. As a Title I school serving a high-needs 
community, PTA fundraising and organizing is so critical to community building. Approximately 75% of the BWES PTA leadership are parents from this neighborhood; what 
will happen if we leave? I invite members of the Board of Education to attend our Intercultural night in May, to see how vibrant our community is and how much we 
support each other. Is there no other way to address this except to redistrict?

BWES deserves better. A school succeeds when it's part of a community, a hub for the neighborhood. And community cannot grow when it is sliced into pieces every few 
years. Sadly, what's done is done, and it looks like the BWES community will suffer once again. If this is inevitable, please let me remind those involved that we can walk to 
CCES - so why are Longfellow and Swansfield being considered? 

The policies that need to be reconsidered are those allowing more and more building in this already dense area, when there is no corresponding investment in schools. 
Because time after time after time, it is the schools with the highest need who suffer the most.

Class size 

CHS is closer and more easily accessible than Wild Lake HS. A shorter commute improves student safety, reduces travel-related fatigue, and increases time available for 
rest, study, and extracurricular involvement.

Students have already built strong academic foundations and social relationships at CHS. Maintaining their school assignment avoids disruption to their learning progress 
and peer networks—factors essential for academic and emotional stability.

Students are already enrolled in specialized programs or extracurricular activities at CHS. A reassignment disrupts access to these opportunities, hindering progress toward 
academic goals and reducing student engagement.

Our community has been in the centennial district for over 20 years. Keeping our neighborhood (Stonecrest/autumn hill and wheatfield) in centennial maintains consistency 
and community. We have families that would like to keep their children in one school together. We have been eagles from elementary school thru middle school and high 
school. (Veterans, Ellicott mills, and centennial). We want to keep our students in cohorts they have developed and the sports teams in which they have grown up with. 
Students mental health, academic success and sense of community are our highest priority. Our cohort is small and doesn’t negatively  impact the feed numbers. We would 
like to request to continue as a part of the centennial eagles family and not divide our families into multiple high schools. 

Please keep the Stonecrest cohort at Centennial. 

It’s so difficult for kids to form friendships sometimes and then to have accomplished that and their cohorts split mid middle school or high school especially is tough, 
mentally and emotionally.

Don’t move students in high school!

Please do not change any feeds to centennial HS. Our neighborhood was redistricted in 2020, please leave our kids alone from redistricting. Keep current school feeds. 

It is important that our children stay in their assigned schools as they are transitioning from middle to high school. Interruptions to high school programming are very 
concerning when thinking about post secondary goals for our children. 

HCPSS must prioritize keeping walkers in their local schools. Walking to and from school offers significant advantages that enhance mental health, foster independence, 
and strengthen community ties. Given the current difficulties posed by federal, state, and county budget cuts along with economic uncertainty, it is essential for HCPSS to 
avoid unnecessary spending on bus transportation, which negatively impacts educational quality.

I urge you not to proceed with redistricting. It is deeply disruptive to students’ education and emotional well-being, and it places an unfair burden on families. These 
changes uproot students from their communities, forcing them to adapt to new environments unnecessarily.

Stop allowing unchecked development in the area if our schools cannot support the growth. Our children should not bear the consequences of poor planning and developer-
driven decisions.

Most of my children’s friends from Dunloggin will attend Centennial HS while my kids go to Wilde Lake HS. We all live a couple of streets away and our children should 
continue to be able to go to school together as a community.

The majority of students at dunloggin middle go to centennial HS. A small number from the Dorsey Hall neighborhood are districted to Wilde Lake disrupting friendships 
formed since kindergarten. If a way could be found to move Dorsey hall to centennial as part of the redistricting it would achieve the years long goal of keeping dunloggin 
students together. That was the case many years ago before the neighborhoods were split. Thank you. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Dear members of the Board of Education,
Please do not redistrict students who are walkers. Our daughters are looking forward to walking to and from school. It is a great opportunity for kids to grow in their 
independence and learn about safety and self awareness. Most of all, it’s a healthy way for our kids to start and end their school day. I have learned from neighbors that 
this community have dedicated countless hours to ensure that my daughters have a safe and  kid friendly route to school. 
I specifically heard from neighbors  that during the school start time and school walk zone change time, the HCPSS Office of Student Transportation and many 
County/State organizations spent countless hours and tax dollars on improving the current walking routes. Please do not redistrict students who can walk to school. Let’s 
instead show respect to all the families and communities that came together for those efforts. 
Thank you for consideration. 

Dear members of the Board of Education,
Please do not redistrict students who are walkers. Our daughters are looking forward to walking to and from school. It is a great opportunity for kids to grow in their 
independence and learn about safety and self awareness. Most of all, it’s a healthy way for our kids to start and end their school day. We have learned from neighbors that 
this community have dedicated countless hours to ensure that my daughters have a safe and kid friendly route to school. 
We specifically heard from neighbors that during the school start time and school walk zone change time, the HCPSS Office of Student Transportation and many 
County/State organizations spent countless hours and tax dollars on improving the current walking routes. Please do not redistrict students who can walk to school. Let’s 
instead show respect to all the families and communities that came together for those efforts. 
Thank you for consideration. 

As a resident of Columbia, I am writing to urge you to center fairness and clarity in your upcoming redistricting process. In recent years, schools like Atholton High School 
and Clemens Crossing Elementary have been impacted heavily, while top-performing schools in Columbia have slowly disappeared from that status.
We still remember the last redistricting cycle. While Columbia schools were restructured, other communities were able to avoid change — in part because some residents 
hired private attorneys to protect their boundaries. River Hill was left untouched, despite being geographically interchangeable with Wild Lake HS.
This is not equity. This is imbalance.
Columbia deserves a high-performing school too. Our students deserve the same opportunities and consistency as those in western Howard County. If you want families to 
believe in this process, you must treat every community equally — not just the ones with more political or financial leverage.
You say this new plan is about equity — then show us. Prove it by ensuring all schools are on the table. Don’t repeat the mistakes of 2018 by shifting boundaries only 
where it's convenient.
And please remember: silence doesn’t mean yes. Many families have grown tired, but that does not mean they agree. They are frustrated, unheard, and feeling left behind.
We ask that you:
Clearly present the goals and expected outcomes of this redistricting process.
Share data on the impact of previous changes — especially on Atholton HS and Columbia schools.
Apply changes fairly and transparently across all schools and regions.
You have a responsibility to every student, not just to protect reputations or rankings. Columbia is watching, and this time, we expect more.

Before starting the redistricting process, please confirm the accuracy of student residency. I have seen students walking to bus stops to attend specific schools. These 
students may live outside of school district. Thank you. 

I am a parent and resident of the centennial community. I’m writhing to respectfully urge you to consider student interest as the foremost consideration in the proposed 
redistricting plan.
CLES/BMMS/CHS are not just our local school — it is the heart of our continuous, walkable neighborhood. Our families chose to live in this area because of the direct 
access to the schools. Our children walk or bike to school safely each day, building independence, friendships, and a strong sense of community. This kind of neighborhood-
school connection is rare and deeply valuable.
Moving our children to another school would disrupt that connection. It would force them onto buses for longer commutes, separate them from the friends and neighbors 
they’ve grown up with, and weaken the fabric of a neighborhood that truly supports its school.
Redistricting should prioritize stability, safety, and neighborhood cohesion. Removing our children undermines all three. I ask the board to preserve the current zoning for 
walkers and keep our community — and our children — together.
In this time of uncertainty and budget cuts board should consider to operate with only necessary services and avoid unnecessary transportation.
Thank you for your time and your service.

1) Consider building new schools to reduce the strain on current schools. In 2021, Howard County spent $6M on a plot of land to build Turf Valley Elementary School that 
has yet to break ground and is not included on ANY capital project plan.
2) Please take into consideration continuing capital development that will increase the number of students in a given neighborhood / district.  That is, do not redistrict 
children TO a school that will cause overutilization due to overdevelopment in a given area. 
3) Maximum utilization should be reduced to 100%.  

Keep walkers at schools. But not the crazy 2 mile HS walk zones.  

Maintaining neighborhoods should be a priority. Bussing kids to other neighborhoods should not happen. Walkers must remain walkers. It increases costs to hcpss which 
already is facing budget cuts. 

Do not waste money bussing walkers at the expense of paras, music education, and improved technology that our students NEED!

I do not like the idea of frequent reassignments. This impacts children’s ability to form friendships and emotional development. The school system should be as equally 
concerned about this as they are about capacity. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Keeping walkers to attend local school should be the top priority for the school system. This is key for kids from a physical and mental health standpoint. In addition, in 
these distressing and uncertain economic times with budget cuts at the federal, state and county levels, it is even more critical that no incremental adds to spending by 
adding transportation costs via conversion of walkers to bus riders are implemented. 

With today's distressing economic environment, there are cuts to budgets being planned at the federal, state and county levels. From this angle, it is most critical that 
additional costs to transportation via moving walkers to bus riders and not to shrink walk zones. Kids that are walkers really benefit from a mental and physical health 
standpoint and I request that the BOE hence keep walkers as walkers.

I don‘t understand why students would take the risk of taking a bus to a different school when there is knee closer to their community.

Minimize community impact. Maintain contiguous communities. Avoid increasing transportation costs in these trying times. Keep walkers as walkers (preserving walker 
zones). Avoid redistricting at all three levels. 

Stop the development of every single inch of land

It is most important to keep students at the schools closest to their homes. This allows them to stay with their neighborhood friends and participate in after school activities 
which helps build strong communities. Neighborhood schools make it easier for parents to get to school for activities, volunteering, PTA and other important school related 
activities.  It also reduces the need for busses and helps reduce traffic.

My primary concern is moving children who started kindergarten the year before. 

Fewest changes as possible

- I live in Pointers Run, and there is an elementary school in the Pointers Run community. Rather than attending Pointers Run, now I have to drive down to the Swansfield 
Elementary School, which is far away compared to our neighborhood school (Pointers Run), and we have to drive through a highly accident-prone and heavy traffic area 
(Cedar Lane). Also, some students living in Pointers Run go to Pointers Run, and some go to Swansfield, which is very weird. I wanted to reemphasize how stressful the 
drive is for our community to go to SES through Cedar Lane, especially in the morning. We appreciate your consideration of our concerns.

walkers should not be redistricted.  It makes no financial or practical sense.

In favor of close proximity to school

In order to be fiscally responsible, any walkers should be maintained and not moved to another school that will require them to be transported/bused to school.

Related to this effort, it is possible for HCPSS to look at moving pre-K from one over-crowded ES to another that is less crowded to restore capacity?

Communities that were moved in 2020 should not be moved again. It takes years after redistricting for families to feel like they have built ties and are a part of the school 
community. Moving a family a second time, even if it is a different student in the family who is being moved is disruptive and prohibits the moved community from feeling 
like they have a home school. 

In our community, many of the families work for the Federal Government, the largest employer in Maryland. We have already seen the lives of families in our community 
negatively impacted by job loss, threats of job loss, discontinuation of telework, and other policy changes. This has put an unprecedented level of stress and potential 
financial burden on families in our community. Any effort by HCPSS to change feeds to local schools, especially for kids moved out of CLES that would increase the travel 
time for parents utilizing after school services, would put an unnecessary and detrimental stress on parents and children. These changes run counter to HCPSS initiatives 
for improving mental health in the student population given unprecedented changes negatively impacting the households of so many students in this community. 

Per Charlie “I don’t want to change schools because it will separate friends.”

1)Consider better long range planning for new building of developments. It seems that the long time neighborhoods are often affected for school redistribution, rather than 
coordinating new facilities in the new development areas.
2) We are in a walk able distance to the middle and high school. This is invaluable for students with after-school activities to not have to rely on transport from working 
parents ( or be unable to participate.) It is not logical to be able to see a school from your house and be transported to another school.

I am all for keeping the capacity of the schools as our number 1 priority.

Keep community together and classmate.

The most important criteria to consider is to keep walkers to attend to their local school which will provide health benefits for students. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
The top goal of Howard county public School systems is to maintain walk zones to promote physical and mental well-being among our students. Maintaining the current 
walk zones and not shrinking it as proposed will save the county money in these financially difficult times and provide mental and physical health amongst our children. 

Students remain in close proximity to their homes and stay walkers. This will minimize disruptions and wasted time commuting  and spending time in activities and with 
their cohorts. 

 It was brought to my attention by my principal that the Howard county board of education are shrinking the walk zones in the county.  This will increase transportation 
costs and potentially take away money from educational programs. To save money it is best to not shrink the walk zones and potentially take money away from educational 
programs.  Please reconsider shrinking the walk zones and allow walkers walk to their school.  This is also good for mental and physical health.  

Please stop dividing our community with the ridiculous redistricting

Keep walkers as walkers. Keep communities together. 

At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are under immense pressure, it is more important than ever to use resources wisely.

HCPSS should prioritize keeping walkers at their local schools. Walking supports mental and physical health and community ties. In a time of financial uncertainty, stability 
and local connections should be a priority.

Reassigning students and neighborhoods is very disruptive and upsetting, so I am in favor of limiting reassignments to the extent possible given school capacity limits. 

Consider grandfather clauses for kids who have already begun the school or at least 1-2 years remaining in the school.

Efficient use of available capacity is most important to me.

- Top priority should be proximity to school. Reducing bus costs helps the overall budget for the county. Also, students should be close to their schools to attend school 
with neighbors and friends they've always gone to school with. Moves need to make logical sense.

Don't reassign polygons that were already reassigned in the last redistricting.

It is ridiculous that our kids are districted for a high school (Wilde Lake) that is twice the distance from our house as the closer high school (Atholton). Geographic distance 
should be at the top of the criteria for assignment.

I think all schools in the county should have an even distribution of performance, race and socioeconomic composition. forming silos of types of students increases de-
integration. Students should have equal opportunity to access high quality teachers and be surrounded by a mixture of peers and those who are not like them to increase 
tolerance and acceptance of others. Schools should be at equal capacity if possible, Clemens Crossing is underutilized. 

I would like to keep my kids in their current schools Northfield Elementary, Burleigh Manor Middle School and Centennial High School.  These schools are closest to our 
house and, from efficiency perspective, the best use of taxpayer resources as well as my kids spend less time commuting to and from school and everyone benefits from 
that.  As a taxpayer, I am concerned that my tax dollars are not being used efficiently and trying to achieve  County official's social goals. I purchased my home and paid a 
premium so my kids could attend these specific schools.  I understand that school attendance is not guaranteed but these schools are the closest to my house and it does 
not make sense to randomly reallocate students to different schools.  County should focus on new constructions and how they approve building of new developments 
without first assessing the impact of those new homes will have on school capacity.

Appropriate planning is essential, and realistic projections and accurate data are necessary. Children need stability and predictability, that includes knowing where they will 
go to school and in large part with whom. Build schools before and when they are needed, not as an afterthought. Delaying construction increases construction costs and 
increases existing maintenance expense, stop kicking the can down the road in order to promote other initiatives and build the needed schools.  Neighborhood schools 
(e.g. proximity to one's school) is important, not only for commute time, but for after school social engagements which are also part of development. Destroying walk 
zones increases transporation costs.

New housing projects that impact school utilization MUST be taken into consideration.  Bryant Woods ES is a SMALL school.  We have recently had new building projects in 
our area that increased the number of residents and families, which in turn affect the utilization of our schools, including the MS and HS.  Future new projects WILL affect 
the school(s) utilization across Columbia and may increase capacity throughout our schools again, forcing the need for yet another redistricting process.  Be mindful that 
these are CHILDREN you continue to upset and rearrange.  They thrive on stability and structure.  Have enough foresight to make the change that supports longevity so 
we do not need to do this again.  

Please don’t reassign walkers
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
This is necessary to keep our school at a reasonable capacity.

The problem of too few students attending WLHS might be better addressed by limiting the transfer opportunities to Atholton HS. It's not really a redistricting issue -- the 
problem is that parents who believe that Atholton is "better" are able to very easily send their children there through the JROTC transfer. End the transfers (or limit them) 
and more students who are assigned to the WLHS area will go there instead of Atholton. Redistricting will not address this, and if there's a new redistricting plan that still 
allows for the JROTC transfers, then the imbalances will continue to exist. The transfers are the problem. WLHS is great, but too many parents will continue to opt out if 
the option exists.  

Schools work really hard to develop and instill a sense of community and belonging for students and families, because it improves outcomes for students and increases 
engagement for families. This should be a carefully considered when making changes to school boundary districts and feeders.

Make sure that all students who are able to walk to school are assigned to the school within walking distance rather than reassigning to a more distant school and requiring 
a bus. 

Since I have high schoolers, I am concerned about the impact of my children possibly having to switch schools.  Would there be an option for high schoolers to remain at 
their current school, especially juniors and seniors?

Community building and belonging are an integral part of the elementary school educational experience. Ideally, no students are moved from their elementary school 
where they have formed friendships and community collaborations. To me, I would rather have my students continue to attend school in portables at Centennial Lane 
Elementary School than see them lose friendships and peer groups because some of their peers are relocated to a different school. There has not been significant new 
construction in the Centennial Elementary School attendance area in the last several years, and it does not seem valid to move children who live so close to the elementary 
school when the projected student population in the current attendance area is expected to decline over the next 10 years. Similarly, I would rather the community come to 
together and find funding for much-needed renovations and an addition at Centennial High School that has been long-promised and delayed by over a decade than I would 
have students bussed to high schools that are further away. All of Centennial Elementary School K-5 students feed directly into Burleigh Manor Middle School. Many of 
these are walkers. All of Centennial Elementary School K-5 grade students then feed into Centennial High School with the exception of Polygon 97, the Chatham Garden 
Apartments Neighborhood that is districted to Marriotts Ridge High School (As the most northern of the Centennial Lane Elementary School attendance area, it does not 
make sense to bus this neighborhood south to Wilde Lake High School). Of the students who are districted to attend Centennial High School after attending Centennial 
Lane Elementary School, a large majority are inside of the walk zone or very close to being in the walk zone. Being in the walk zone or the near walk zone contributes 
greatly to the ability to participate in after school activities as many students do not have access to private transportation, and after school activity bussing is not provided 
in Howard County (nor is funding for this currently available). If Centennial High School needs to be redistricted, consideration should be made to redistrict from areas that 
are far from the walk zone; these are not areas that are in the current Centennial Lane Elementary School attendance area that has very close proximity to both Burleigh 
Manor Middle School and Centennial High School.

My wife and I finally settled on our home due to the school districts. Although we were not pleased with our children's MS assignment, we greatly appreciated their ES and 
HS and having the opportunity to have them in the same school especially at the same time. We are worried that the redistricting will have detramental effect on our 
daughter who is currently in 2nd grade and loves her school, teachers, and classmates. Our son will soon be joining her and having them at their current ES is important to 
us and the fact we have built a community with the other families at CCES, especially those of us who work out of Ft. Meade. This constant change is school lines is 
unacceptable, especially if it puts communities at a disadvantage at multiple grade levels.

My child was designated as a walker for the 2024-2025 school year and would be considered a walker for each level of schooling. However, due to updates that increased 
the number of buses, she has been classified as a bus rider for the 2025-2026 school year, which I do not intend to utilize. Consequently, approximately 25 houses, 
including mine, have been incorporated into school area 1173, grouping these houses with an adjacent neighborhood. Should this school area be redistricted or its 
boundaries altered, 20+ houses from our neighborhood would be reassigned, necessitating us to drive through our current neighborhood to reach another school, 
effectively bypassing the schools we currently attend or would attend. 

I request that maintaining accurate contiguous neighborhoods be highly considered, as the current arrangement does not seem efficient or the best use of county 
resources.

While examining the initial middle school assignment map during the public meeting, I noticed that the boundary separating the two middle school districts followed a 
winding, serpentine path rather than a straight one.
Given their proximity to Wilde Lake Middle School, along with considerations of maintaining contiguous neighborhoods and the time students would spend walking versus 
using bus service, might it be worthwhile to reevaluate the assignment of Faulkner Ridge Circle and Alta Vista Lake Apartments, which are currently designated for Harpers 
Choice Middle?
I sincerely appreciate your dedication and effort to invest in supporting our students in a constantly evolving environment.
Thank you for everything you do!

My kids have been restricted once already and our feed is less than 15% from MS to HS so it would be pretty crappy to pick on our polygon again

Respectfully request that students in areas north of centennial park not be redistricted to schools south of route 108 in support of maintaining contiguous communities or 
neighborhoods.  Thank you. 

Overall comment is that we would like to keep our kids at their current schools. If the number of students is exceeding the 110% ideal allocation, add trailers. People pay a 
tone of money to buy houses to send their kids to specific schools. This is a significant commitment and if reassigned to another school, we have to consider moving or 
sending our kids to a private school, which will be unfair given that we pay high property taxes as it is. This will be the one topic we will pay attention to when local 
elections come around.  
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
It is not clear to me how Columbia Association maintained paths are considered when determining walk v bus zones. These paths are not maintained by the county but by 
a private organization so are they not considered when deciding if a student can walk v be eligible for the bus?

As a parent of two children in Centennial Schools, I would like to again express my concern about redistricting that could potentially affect my neighborhood. Our children 
should be allowed to remain in their existing community schools.
My concern lies in keeping apartment communities in Centennial schools as opposed to long-term residents. Why are the Chatham Gardens kids not going to SJLES, which 
is literally within a 1-mile walking distance for them? It makes zero sense.
And the recent influx of Pre-K students in CLES? Why isn't Howard County building public pre-Ks in the areas where they are most needed? While I am all a public Pre-K 
initiative, we should not have implemented it without the facilities to manage it. 
Require developers to provide better forcasting when putting new communities in place. Long-term residents in long-standing communities should not be pushed out in 
favor of newer homes. Ever.
Putting kids on a bus to take them further away from home puts unneccessary stress on them and on parents. The Centennial neighborhoods have long collaborated to 
build community with each other. Severing those ties is a huge mistake that will have long-term, negative impact on this area.
Look at why some neighborhood schools have lower enrollments? What can we do to improve those communities? What is the aging population and the opportunity for 
new familes to move into those homes in the next 10 years.

It would be nice to see a logical approach in what students are moved.  There was a push for cost savings in reducing bus routes and expanding the walking distance but 
at the same time, during the last proposal our polygon was considered to move from CLES to longfellow and from Burleigh manor to wilde lake middle which would 
increase the time on a bus and distance substantially.  It seems like many proposals are contradictory of one another.

The Font Hill and Burleigh Manor neighborhoods are very close knit, diverse, and harmonious.  All care should be taken to ensure that students from these neighborhoods 
are kept together and at their neighborhood schools.  The social fabric that parents and students have stitched together over time should not be unraveled.  

1.	I oppose redistricting as a policy. This is not how government funds are best spent to support our children and it causes more pain than benefit. I  am specifically 
opposing the redistricting of children that live in the Centennial neighborhood. This is the neighborhood that is across the street from Centennial High School and Burleigh 
Manor Middle School and children walk to Centennial High School and Burleigh Manor Middle School. I am also opposing redistricting children in this neighborhood away 
from Centennial Lane Elementary School. It is not logical, economical or reasonable for a school district that already has budget constraints and capacity issues to redistrict 
children who walk to Centennial High School and Burleigh Manor Middle School, to then increase the amount of buses and costs of driving (e.g. fuel, road impact) needed 
to bus children away from their local school. 
2.	Redistricting hurts children and relationships. School administrations today more than any other period of time face the management of social-emotional issues and 
lowering negative impacts to our children to reduce the amount of stress and psychological damage happening to our children daily in schools, including professors being 
arrested during the school day, violent school threats and shootings. Redistricting hurts our students, and it is being done by the very people who are expected to support 
our children. Our children develop friendships that help them get through each day. Of course they have their families, but parents are not allowed to be with the student 
during the school day. Redistricting rips friends away from each other. Friends are a social network of support for everyone, children and adults alike, and friends are often 
the first ones to alert families or schools when a child is in crisis. Children often only have one or two friends and separating friends causes undue pressure and harm on 
children, especially for children who struggle with finding relationships and maintaining them.  
3.	Children prepare themselves for attending certain schools when they enter Elementary school because they see where their older siblings attend. Redistricting hurts 
children within the same family who cannot benefit from the same education and experiences of their older siblings. If you must proceed with redistricting, I strongly 
suggest you begin with incoming kindergarteners and do not change children who have already started kindergarten and are in an existing school cohort structure.
4.	Redistricting homes to school zones with a smaller school population is not your only solution for managing the large populations of the schools. Resources, including 
the resources devoted to developing a redistricting plan, should be repurposed to find alternative solutions for managing school populations instead of hurting people and 
children in the impacted communities that provide the funding to support the schools to begin with. 

I’m concerned that the polygons assigned to BWES in the last redistricting (ie north of Owen Brown) will be split up. This is our neighborhood and community that we’ve 
built because we all go to BWES, and these are the few school families close to us. Also, I’m concerned that mistakes will be repeated like not accounting for future higher 
enrollment due to redeveloped properties near the school. Swansfield seems under capacity now, but what happens if you move us there and then all the new/old families 
move into the new property across the street and it’s suddenly over capacity. If you’re aware of such housing developments, take that into consideration. I feel suggest not 
moving polygons in two consecutive redistricting processes is the only fair thing to do. We are happy at Bryant Woods. 

My preference is not to change the school for my kids at this time.
Thanks 

Please do not split our community.

My main concern is avoiding small feeds or having a school split to more than 2 or 3 schools at the next level. 

It is very important to keep neighborhoods and communities together and reduce the number of times a community needs to undergo a reassignment. It is incredibly 
disruptive and detrimental to the students' education, emotional, and psychological health to be force to change schools once they are already established in a school.

It's very important to me to keep elementary school feeds together as they transition to middle school. Additionally, if you are going to make schools more diverse, you 
ABSOLUTLEY NEED staff to represent this diverse change. Wilde Lake Middle School has a huge problem with this. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
My top concern is having children change schools in the middle of their tenure at a school.

Hello!  Thank you for the consideration.  I  reside in polygon 217, in the Historic District of Old Ellicott City, which has a feeder system plan different than our immediate 
neighbors.  Would like to request consideration to follow our neighboring polygons 1103, 103, and 102, which follow a Veterans Elem > Ellicott Mills Middle > Centennial 
High plan.  We're an incredibly small polygon with very few children, and would love the opportunity to maintain the peer relationships built as our children age in this 
school system.

Please consider the overwhelming needs of the population at BWES and the demands put on the teachers in a very SMALL school that hasn't been updated or renovated 
since the 1990s. 

My students are CRES -> LEMS -> OMHS. Because of the redistricting several years ago that reassigned an entire enclosed section of our community to move from OMHS 
to Atholton HS, our strong close knit community is fractured when our students move on to high school. I think it's more important to keep communities who 
geographically live together as a continued community throughout their school progression than it is to balance out demographics or student population. 

My neighborhood goes from Northfield to Burleigh to Marriotts. If Marriotts has to be our feeder school (which is 17 minutes from our house compared to Centennial which 
is 10) then our middle school should be Mount View Middle, so it’s close to the high school. Our family is not the only one with kids in elementary, middle, and high school 
at the same time and there should be some consideration of parents who have to take kids from very far away schools. But there has been so much change already. We 
live in Plumtree and there’s a lot of families in the townhouses and apartments and it’s hard going to Marriotts Ridge which is so far away.

keeping students at the closest schools to their homes should be the most important factor when redistricting

I feel very strongly that students should be reassigned infrequently as possible affecting as few students and families as possible. I strongly assert that neighborhoods 
should stay together in the same school to foster a sense of community which is so important in Howard County. I feel strongly that students in Elementary School should 
continue to feed together into Middle School and High School to continue community. 

We want our kids to go to school within walking distance and build the membership and comfort feeling with thier friends. Walking should not be routed to “ hazardous 
factors” such as a crossing major road, busy traffic area, near high way entrance, and etc. Howard county education department should do thier best to avoid this. Also re 
zoning should be avoid to minimize the confusion on kids education and thier mental health. I appreciate you guys continuing efforts on our kids education. Education is 
our future and most important matter in our generation. Thanks 

Trying to minimize impact to a rising junior in high school - try not to have them change schools so late in academic career.  
Also try to minimize disparity between high performing and under performing schools if they are within a short distance ( example: Burleigh or Clarksville middle with 
Harpers choice middle). 

Our kids were redistricted in the middle of virtual learning and the pandemic. They're settled and happy. Redistricting again is going to disrupt their lives again, they are 
neurodivergent and tend to feel these changes really hard.

Frankly, no schools should be overcrowded. Even 110%, which my school (Dunloggin) is within, is far too much. Also, instead of a crazed cutting up of boundaries, schools 
should be merged into higher level school with a consistent ratio. In a sense, 2 Elementary Schools per one Middle Schools. Such merges will take the school into account 
as one singular block, keeping every single student from being split from their friends or whatnot.

As an elementary educator, I used to think that moving students around from Title 1 Schools to non-Title-1 schools was a positive idea. However, as a former staff member 
of Clemens Crossing Elementary (and current educator at Centennial Lane Elementary), I witnessed firsthand how redistricting students from Swansfield to Clemens 
Crossing brought it's own set of challenges. Despite our best efforts to welcome students, grow cultural sensitivity and become trauma-informed educators, we didn't have 
the benefit of more resources that a Title-1 school might have, including added staff members, more training, and programs to enhance classroom instruction, including a 
lack of adequate math and reading interventions for students if necessary. This has contributed to staff burnout and other challenges within the school. 

Additionally, I am also a parent in the Clemens Crossing Community, and have concerns about the school feeds; our neighborhood (Harmel Drive) is across Cedar Lane 
from most of the rest of the CCES community.  We are districted to Clemens Crossing Elementary, Wilde Lake Middle School & Wilde Lake High School.  However, Wilde 
Lake High School is much further for us than Atholton (which is walkable) - and the WLHS feed also separates us from so many in our community with whom our students 
have grown up with in Elementary and Middle School. Due to this reason, many students in our neighborhood end up joining JROTC at Atholton to attend the closer high 
school with many of their friends - whether or not JROTC is their desire or passion. (It's a great program! However, it might not be every student's #1 choice in our 
neighborhood if they were already able to stay with their friends through high school.) It just seems unnatural for us to be bussed to the high school further away, when 
we could just be walkers and stay in the high school feed with most of our established community.  It is for this same reason that I feel the group of houses off Owen 
Brown/Sebring should return to Clemens Crossing from Bryant Woods.  Living, working, and teaching in Howard County & knowing that "belonging" is one of the main 
priorities of HCPSS - I think this needs to be taken into account when redistricting. Priorities must include: ensuring that students attend the schools which adequately 
source their needs; taking into account contiguous community; and establishing continuous school feeds.

I think to minimize costs and traffic strong consideration should be given to keeping kids able to walk to a particular school at that school.

Consider reducing class size in all grade levels. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Duplicative/inefficient bus routes ie. boundary lines on Little Patuxent Parkway Loop. 

The modernization of Centennial High School keeps getting postponed.  It is long overdue and essential to the continued academic excellence of this school.  Why have the 
needs of our students been ignored?

Keeping students in the same neighborhood in the same schools is very important to all families we know. 

Keeping communities together is very important to us. Our kids are growing up with the children in their neighborhood and part of the desire to live here is so they can go 
to school together through highschool. 

Encourage school/group loyalty over ethnic identity.

As a student I really want to walk to my current schools.  This is important to maintain good physical activity and mental well-being. Shrinking walk zones will just increase 
transportation costs and a potentially take away money from valuable school programs. 

So hard for children to have to move schools while in the middle of attending. Please consider keeping children that live within 2-miles of a school still attending that 
school. 

I have filled this out previously but have more to add. I am concerned about my students being shifted from a higher rated to school to a lower rated school. This will 
impact home values. We have been Howard county residents for 9 years and bought our home where it is for the schools. We cannot relocate financially should our home 
value or school change. Additionally, there is no information on the HCPSS website regarding student reassignment due to redistricting. If families move, they are afforded 
this privilege but not if the schools make this decision for families. What are the options for families who wish to seek student reassignment to stay in their original district 
schools? What are our financial and legal options, as homes changing to lower rated schools will see a drop in house values. Our home was built in the 1970s and I have 
concerns we will be pushed out for these newer, much more expensive homes that are closer to school and more recently built- see the homes at Kingsley Woods, 
Centennial Woods, and Maner Lane off of Centennial Road. No parent wants their child to switch schools to a lower rated school and my fear is we have no choice in the 
matter. There are many more implications than this. Commutes change, timing needed to leave work to get children changes. Also, we FINALLY got into the aftercare 
program at our school, if we switch schools we may have to start that process all over again, which is another financial burden. My children will be in first grade and 
kindergarten starting in the fall- I don't want them to have to change schools when they have already gone through a major adjustment period at this young age. 

When choosing our current house we took into account the centennial high school district for our children. We would be impacted by the change and do not think it is fair 
to redistrict especially with a newly built neighborhood such as we had. 

Changing HS from Centennial to WL would expose students to a riskier and longer and commute. Besides that, academic programs on top of regular classes will be 
disrupted.

1. Educational and Social Continuity Students in this area have already built strong academic foundations and social relationships at CHS. Maintaining their school 
assignment avoids disruption to their learning progress and peer networks—factors essential for academic and emotional stability. 2. Program Continuity and Academic 
Planning Students may already be enrolled in specialized programs or extracurricular activities at CHS. A reassignment could disrupt access to these opportunities, 
hindering progress toward academic goals and reducing student engagement.
3. Mental Health and Well-Being Transitions between schools—especially during critical developmental years—can negatively affect student mental health. Remaining at 
current supports emotional security by preserving familiar routines, trusted staff relationships, and established support systems.
4. Community and Parental Engagement Families in this neighborhood have built strong ties with CHS through school activities and community involvement. Maintaining 
this connection encourages active parental participation, which is linked to higher student achievement and well-being.
5. Safe and Logical Commute CHS is closer and more easily accessible from Dorsey’s Ridge than Wild Lake HS. A shorter commute improves student safety, reduces travel-
related fatigue, and increases time available for rest, study, and extracurricular involvement.

1. Educational and Social Continuity Students in this area have already built strong academic foundations and social relationships at CHS. Maintaining their school 
assignment avoids disruption to their learning progress and peer networks—factors essential for academic and emotional stability.
2. Program Continuity and Academic Planning Students may already be enrolled in specialized programs or extracurricular activities at CHS. A reassignment could disrupt 
access to these opportunities, hindering progress toward academic goals and reducing student engagement.
3. Mental Health and Well-Being Transitions between schools—especially during critical developmental years—can negatively affect student mental health. Remaining at 
current supports emotional security by preserving familiar routines, trusted staff relationships, and established support systems.
4. Community and Parental Engagement Families in this neighborhood have built strong ties with CHS through school activities and community involvement. Maintaining 
this connection encourages active parental participation, which is linked to higher student achievement and well-being.
5. Safe and Logical Commute CHS is closer and more easily accessible from Dorsey’s Ridge than Wild Lake HS. A shorter commute improves student safety, reduces travel-
related fatigue, and increases time available for rest, study, and extracurricular involvement.

I highly encourage the board of education to keep the walker to the walk zone as it really promotes the healthy lifestyle and allow them to walk to and from school and 
make them independent to manage their time appropriately. I also not understanding the decrease of the walk zone as it will increase the county expenses to have bus the 
kids rather than creating the walking environment.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
The three schools in our neighborhood have become increasingly overcrowded year after year since we moved here in 2012.
Burleigh Manor: the fact that the students can only walk one direction in the hallways between classes is just the tip of the iceberg of how overcrowded this school is. They 
also have several portables for classes - which consistently have mold, mice and other health issues - because aren’t enough classrooms for the students and teachers. 
Which also leads to problems about students having to walk in the rain, snow, cold, heat to get to class and to use the bathroom. The bathrooms are also inconsistently 
functional and in a state of disrepair. Should we also talk about the water? Consistently having high levels of lead and other chemicals. These are all indications of over 
population in the schools and neglect from the board, the council and the county executive of taking care of their students and school buildings and facilities.
Centennial Lane high school: they don’t have enough classrooms for all the students so they ship them out to various places such as HCC, ARL,  etc. trying to push these 
as “benefits.” The classrooms and portables consistently have problems with mold, leaking, dirt, mice, and other critters that have detrimental effects on the students 
mental and physical health.
Centennial Lane Elementary school: The school is consistently had problems with overcrowding even before we moved here and they recently added a preschool program 
which adds to the over capacity issue. At one point, my daughter said she thought the preschoolers were learning in a hallway. What does that tell you about the state of 
our education in Howard county?
This school also has issues with mold, mice, critters, bad water just like being BMMS and CHS. The portables are so old and cause allergies and health issues to several 
students and teachers. They are in a serious state of disrepair.
 It is a crime that these three schools are considered some of the best in the county when they are overcrowded, neglected, and cause physical and mental problems to the 
students. The only time the school is considered in anyway is how much money can the county and executive get out of a builders pocket while the school sees none of 
this money.

I want my kids to walk to school. I want them to have this extra exercise each day and the corresponding boost to their mental health.

The top priority for HCPSS should be to keep walkers to attend their local schools. Students can gain tremendous benefits from walking to/from schools, including 
improving mental health, building independence and building relationships with their neighbors. During this very challenging period of federal, state and county budget cuts 
and economic uncertainty, it is imperative that HCPSS not waste any money on bus transportation which is detrimental to the quality of education.
Transporting students to a school that is further not only costs money, but creates a separation from the surrounding areas. HCPSS should consider the mental impact of 
changing schools for students and parents who are rooted in a school community.  

Make minimal moves. Kids have been through enough recently and there was a MAJOR redistricting just a couple years ago. 

Special education/IEP my child could be negatively impacted by the change in school and team. We don’t want to cause any undue stress on my child or other children with 
a move. Transitioning has proven to take a toll. 

Have students finished in the school where they started.

I believe that people are more likely to be part of a school community if they live nearby.  Family involvement makes a big difference in student success, fund raising, and 
general happiness.  I firmly believe that students should not be bussed to schools that are far from their homes.  Infrastructure has not kept up with housing 
developments.  Perhaps newer neighborhoods can be looked at for bussing before neighborhoods that have a thirty-year history of attending a certain school.  I would also 
appreciate it if building inadequacies were addressed now so that we do not need to keep redistricting.  For example, perhaps a new Centennial Highschool could be built 
where the current fields are, the current CHS building could become the new BMMS, and new fields could go where BMMS currently stands.  Change is difficult and it would 
be nice to not have to look at redistricting as often.  

I can believe these redistricting is happening to include diversity and equity. We chose this area and school hoping to provide good and safe environment for our kids. We 
certainly don’t approve any redistricting happening to accommodate DEI. 

The year this is implemented, I will have a junior at CHS and an incoming freshman. How has this been handled in the past with families who have more than one high 
school student? My son would like to complete his high school career at the school he began at. We already have 5 kids in school and don't wish to add multiple high 
school locations to the logistics of our day to day. How has this been handled in the past? Where will students be sent to? I either missed these details or am unaware of 
where students will be reallocated. 
I would also like to see more about fundraising initiatives or campaigns to build more schools. Residential development continues at a fast rate but schools do not. I am not 
informed on the details for how this occurs, but we are not doing well to keep up with infrastructure to meet the needs of our population. How does the superintendent 
advocate for this with our county executive to prioritize this need? I know Dr. Chao saw this as an important need in his campaign but am unaware of other efforts to 
prioritize this need as well as adding windows to older school buildings like CHS. I cannot imagine going to school every day with a majority of the school building existing 
without windows. The lack of windows must be such a challenge for so many, especially our neurodivergent friends.

Instead of having to redo every so often, maybe do one clear change that accomodates now and the next 6+ years (half a student’s k-12 years, for example) w 
consideration for upcoming additions

I strongly disapprove of moving the Centennial Lane Elementary school kids in the Centennial Woods neighborhood (Colonial dr, Century dr Carilion dr, Maxine rd, Lakeside 
Ct. and adjacent) from CLES. 
The kids who are 1.2 miles from the school (almost walkers) would be put on a bus to the next town over almost 3 times the distance away. They would be the only kids 
going to Burleigh Manor Middle and Centennial High, fragmenting the community. The disruption at this time for the high-immigrant, high-federal worker community would 
be highly destabilizing to the health and well-being of the kids in these tumultuous times. Breaking apart the community and putting undo travel stress on the students 
would be an undue burden.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Centennial lane elementary preschool program is out of scope and is squeezing the school capacity— forcing 5th graders as a result to be outside in unsafe, unhealthy 
portables is unacceptable. For instance, my children aren’t allowed to use paper towels after washing their hands in the bathrooms because of pre-K… many things are 
being compromised because of preschool students. I hear complaints about preschool students daily for my children. 
Also, Toll brothers development of puddling lane/kingsley woods and assignment of schools was a political decision and additional student count was not considered per my 
understanding in past school capacity surveys. I’m aware that this was a hot button issue as well as where the entrance road was going to be cut. These things should be 
part of the

I live 100 feet from CLES, I would like to avoid ferrying my 2025 enrollee across the county. 

Ensuring the process is fair, equitable and reduces harm to students, families and neighborhoods. 

Important to keep neighborhoods in the same school to encourage community

The timeline for redistricting appears short given the current economic upheaval in the community - changes in school districts affect ability to sell homes among people 
who have recently lost jobs and need to leave the area.

Maintaining neighborhood continuity is of utmost importance given its high impact on social health of the child. 

1) The District needs a true feeder plan. The redistricting frequency is illogical, and even a 15% feed seems too small. The projections for this current decision to redistrict 
seem unstable based on the intense growth in the middle of Columbia as well as the insecurity of the region based on federal job losses. 
2) Students should not be moved once they have entered high school. The first-year of high school is a significant time for maturation and development. They bond, 
choose activities that will shape their growth into adulthood, and become independent. Moving them in the middle of their high school years will reduce their trust in 
adults, break apart support networks, and cause undue anxiety and instability. Mental health is a priority for the district, so I hope you take into account the harm you may 
cause young adults. 
3) Based on #2 above, the timeline to make this decision should be accelerated so that children and families can start the 2025 school year knowing their longevity at that 
current school. Getting the news they may be moved in the middle of the second quarter could damage their ability to focus and sacrifice their academic success. 
4) The "time students travel" and walking versus busing has been changed a few times over the last few years. Can you share a clear definition of what that means? 
5) Will you please consider providing information sessions to the students, not only the parents? It will help for them to understand Policy 6010. I'm not sure I'll be very 
good at explaining it. 

I’m writing as a concerned parent regarding the proposed redistricting of our school boundaries. I respectfully urge you to consider the impact these changes will have on 
students and families like mine.

I have a daughter who will be a rising 9th grader this fall. If the redistricting moves forward as proposed, she will begin high school in one building, only to be reassigned 
to a different one the following year. That kind of disruption during such a formative transition is deeply concerning. High school should be a time of consistency, where 
students can build meaningful relationships, participate in long-term academic programs, and feel a sense of stability.

Additionally, I have a son who will be entering 7th grade this fall. He has ADHD and thrives in environments where routine, familiarity, and structure are consistent. 
Transitioning to high school will already be a big adjustment for him in a couple of years, and I strongly believe that redistricting would introduce unnecessary changes that 
could be particularly challenging for his learning and emotional development.

I respectfully ask the board to prioritize minimizing disruption to students who are currently enrolled and already preparing for these academic transitions. Stability and 
community continuity matter, especially for children who rely on consistency to succeed.

So far our community doesnot have a bus service and is within the walking distance to distance which is now labelled as not.We moved to the community given the close 
proximity of the schools and better education. I disagree with the new considerations.

We moved to this area 1 year ago specifically for Centennial High. Changing schools would involve a change between sophomore and junior year, which would be 
disruptive.

The choices above lack clarity and are esoteric.  Maintaining community cohesion via geographic considerations and their associated schools should be priority.  Bussing in 
more students and/or the building of new housing only creates more problems.  The schools associated with a neighborhood/property are a significant deciding factor for 
families when choosing where to reside.  These decisions to consider redistricting create considerable ambiguity for families and their ability yo ensure they are able to plan 
and make the best decisions for their children.  The reasons presented during the information sessions do not clearly demonstrate a reasonable justification.  

It seems ridiculous to think that a child who is a walker for middle and high school and barely outside the walking area for ES would be assigned to a school several 
neighborhoods away. It takes away the importance of keeping neighborhoods together and getting your children outside so they get to know other friends. If everyone is 
coming from different area, there will be no more after school play dates, walking to each other's houses and bumping into each other down the street at the park. Not to 
mention kids that have already established a friend group, then having them go to a different school and then MS and HS being even further away. Instead, maybe 
consider that when expansion and renovations are supposed to happen, keep that in place instead of pushing it off for multiple years when the schools are already so 
outdated for decades. Not just years or even a decade, but decadeS. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Maintaining neighborhoods around schools is an essential component of community and driving children past their neighborhood school to go to a school miles away is 
disruptive and tears communities apart. Priority should be to keep kids close to their neighborhood schools.  Many parents in our community work outside of the home and 
moving kids farther away impacts the ability for them to attend after school activities due to challenges in transportation.  Balancing Socioeconomic factors should not be a 
consideration.  There is already a variety of socioeconomic levels in the county and kids have the opportunity to have classmates with diverse experiences already.  There 
will always be shifts in economic standings and we can’t shift kids around to different school to try to balance this whenever this evolves.  Capacity considerations are 
important but should start earlier with elementary school placement.  Moving a high school student in 10th or 11th grade does not help long term capacity concerns and 
just disrupts those students. 

STOP REDISTRICTING. STOP BUILDING. KEEP OUR NEIGHBORHOODS TOGETHER.

It's not easy to make friends and every couple of years hear we might be moved. It makes me really anxious and makes me feel depressed.

Kids shouldn't be redirected to schools farther away than their original schools

The ideas are not enough to represent all of the concerns of the community . Revising the boundary of schools affects and disrupts entire family and  community in general 
please don’t do this at all . School enrollment changes through time . Let at least be three years trial to implement any new plan 

Would really appreciate my children not to be redistricted for the second time as with their feed now from middle to high school which is under 10 percent and will gravely 
effect my daughter transitioning to high school. Just remember these polygon numbers actually have children and families attached to them before you go moving and 
breaking up friendships and neighborhoods again. 

It's better to consider the student's strengths or talents and match them with the specialties of the school. For example, BMMS and CHS have professional music teaching 
environments and are home to many excellent music bands. Students at these schools are actively involved in these bands and perform well. Therefore, there is no reason 
to reassign these students to other schools that lack the resources or capability to nurture students' musical talents.

Student Safety is number one priority. We have to have spent a lot of efforts to send our kids to the safe school, no bullying, no violent, no drug, no substance abuse, and 
no racism.

My child was moved in the middle of elementary school and is one of a small number of kids in her fifth grade that went to Burleigh Manor. The rest went to Patapsco. 
Now at Burleigh, most kids will go to Centennial HS, while she will come back to Mount Hebron. The small feed aspect has made it hard for her to make friends, and she’s 
already worried about it for high school. Redistricting kids who have already been through this once would be very stressful for them. 

Students within a 1 mile walk radius of a school should not be redistributed to any further school that they would need to be bussed to

Our neighborhood is always on the chopping block:at risk for redistricting. Last time, someone proposed we move ES from Manor Woods to Tridelphia ES which is 16 mins 
away without traffic at 9:35pm at night (so longer with traffic). We have CLES (closest), St. John’s lane, waverly and, MWES and west friendship ES all closer than 
tridelphia. Thankfully, someone realized and we were safe the last round. Our kids have to separate from their ES (mainly goes to mount view Ms) to go to BMMS. Then 
after fostering friendships there, are split again to return to Marriotts ridge with people they have not seen in 3 years since ES. Please take into consideration how often our 
kids are made to switch and split from the majority of their class.

Our house is less than 1 mile from all 3 schools: CLES, BMMS, and CHS. How is it that our polygon is up for redistricting?  How is it an efficient use of resources to 
potentially put our kids on a bus to the next school over when there's a school within reach of our house?

Our children in our neighborhoods close to school should not be sacrificed for lack of planning of the county and mis uses of funds.  Centennial high school should have 
been renovated to accommodate the population of this neighborhood.   We have kids bused in from  different schools district to accommodate their needs yet you are 
expecting kids in this area to attend another school district for lack if space.  They should not suffer for any reasons.  

Might have helped to explain these items in clearer plain language. 
My top priorities are not listed here: (1)  if you are already denied bus transportation (ie live in a walk zone) then you should not be redistricted, and (2) newer built 
communities that were recently added to a school feed should be redistricted first (or new communities should be initially districted to the closest school that has capacity 
to enroll students). 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
As walkers to the middle and high school it would be extremely disruptive to move our elementary school. 
Having children go to one elementary school and then have to be bounced around to different middle and high schools or moving schools in the middle of their tenure at a 
school is terrible for their wellness and mental well being. School is already difficult enough as it is and now with this uncertainty it’s mental anguish. Mental health 
concerns are a significant problem for younger children and this WILL unnecessarily increase it to have to move schools from where they are accustomed to going, the 
friendships they have made, the relationships and sense of belonging they have. Shame on HCPSS for doing this. 
Capacity at CLES is projected to increase to 118% which is not far from goal and may never occur. 
Consider moving the CLES pre-k to a different school as that will decrease the concern for capacity. It is unlikely that in the next 5-6 years (frequency of redistricting) that 
pre-k will be established at all schools. 
Redistricting is unnecessary for “possible reasons” If a new school is opening then it makes sense but just for potential unsubstantiated, unconfirmed reasons to disrupt the 
plans and lives of so many people is entirely unnecessary. 
It’s also a considerable unnecessary cost to HCPSS to waste OUR tax payer money on consultants for something that not a single community member wants. Committing to 
hiring a consultant to do work that is not desired by the tax payers is unwarranted. 

It would not be right and completely unfair that people have moved to neighborhoods to ensure their children will be going to Centennial HS. We just moved to Pudding 
Lane with a soon to be elementary student at Centennial with the expectation our children will be attending all Centennials schools in Ellicott City. To separate children who 
have grown up together during elementary school and middle school and then separating them in high school can be a difficult transition and unnecessary emotional stress 
for our children at that age. It's a hard enough age as it is for children entering HS. Changing them Wild lake can impair their education and ability to go to college they 
been preparing for through their education experience due to high stress change . Centennial HS is ranked a far better school and we have paid for that in cost of living in 
moving to this new neighborhood. I am begging the administration not to follow this path. Please consider expanding the High school for greater capacity or relocating the 
school all together so the children can be together for the duration of their schooling. 

By far, the priority should be that students should not be bused to another school when they can walk to another.

Take proximity of schools to neighborhoods into consideration. 

 No reassigning students  

For CLES redistrict, there are possible solutions even not making big changes to the whole area.
1/ The small area above route 40 (not connecting to the whole school area) is geographically separated from the whole community. It makes more sense to relocate them 
to their closer schools.
2/ With knowing CLES is over capacity and have the full time PREK program was a totally wrong decision. Many parents are voting moving PREK to other schools where 
under capacity to avoid relocating current students to different schools.
3/ Understood that the main purpose is redistrict CLES and BMMS and CHS are impacted by that, but it doenst make any sense to the family who is within the walking 
distance to MS and HS but will redistrict to different schools. If that happens, how do you validate bus in the students on the other side of Route 29 but not taking the kids 
are in walking distance to schools?!

Diversity of the student body should be considered and, where possible, increased. That said, I would also hope to see students allowed to grow up together without 
frequent changes to schools and expectations for the future.

It is not cost efficient to redistrict students in walking distance of a particular school. We also rely on close proximity to the school and living within walking distance to 
allow for our competitive athlete student to both have time to study for her claases and to make it to practice on time (our daughter is a competitve gymnist).

We believe that it is important for kids who are within walking distance of their home school be able to stay at that school given the budget constraints of HCPSS. 

We live within walking distance (1/2 mile) of both the middle school and the high school that we are going to, Centennial, high school and Burleigh Manor middle school. 
Our children should be allowed to go to their neighborhood school and not be bused anywhere.

Our children were originally scheduled to attend SJLES to BMMS to Mt Hebron. We were redistricted out of our neighborhood in an extremely tiny feed to Manor Woods, 
BMMS and then back to Mt Hebron during the last redistricting. It was really hard. Most of the kids in our neighborhood do not attend our school, but even though my kids 
made friends at the new school, they have to start all over again at Hebron. Our feed is <15%, and even worse, moving us didn’t help the capacity issue as now only a few 
years later, BMMS is over capacity. I propose keeping the Valleymede neighborhood together and moving them back to local neighborhood schools. Thank you for 
consideration.

Keep communities together 

Minimizing the distance from the students to the schools maximizes engagement between families the those schools.

Please consider community integrity. Do not send students to other cities or schools that is not belonging to the community. Community integrity is very important for kids 
to grow up. Capacity number does not mean anything. Thank you. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Centennial Lane ES population was increased this year with the preschool program that was just included, bringing in more students from outside of the school's 
attendance area. The schools with a smaller attendance population should be considered for these programs so as not to increase the population number at schools 
already close to capacity. 
There have been new neighborhoods built - and that are being built - that were originally considered for other school attendance areas, and should be reconsidered and 
assigned to a different school if needed to adjust school capacities.
The children that are already assigned to their schools, especially in middle and high school, should not be impacted by this redistricting consideration for two elementary 
schools. This discussion and redistricting consideration is beginning to, and will impact, their well being and mental health. 

Please do not redistrict walkers. We have found walking to and from school is the most safe, environmentally friendly and healthy way for our children to grow and learn.
During the school start time and school walk zone change time, the HCPSS Office of Student Transportation and multiple County/State peer offices have spent countless 
efforts and tax dollars on improving current walking routes and enhancing safety to the point that our school walk routes are adapted by the students and families. Please 
do not redistrict walkers and respect all your colleagues' hard working efforts and taxpayers' money when you look at the redistricting plans.

I am deeply concerned about the potential impact of redistricting elementary students away from their current school communities. While I understand the intent of Policy 
6010 to promote equitable access and manage capacity, it is critical that we weigh these goals against the developmental and emotional needs of young children. 
Elementary-aged students thrive on consistency, trusted relationships, and a strong sense of belonging, all of which are disrupted by boundary changes. Redistricting can 
break apart peer groups, separate siblings, and sever the meaningful connections students have built with educators who know and support them.
Additionally, neighborhood schools are an essential part of strong communities. When students attend school close to home, families are more likely to be involved, 
children feel a stronger sense of identity and safety, and schools become community hubs. Redistricting that sends students out of their own neighborhoods can lead to 
feelings of disconnection, transportation challenges, and decreased engagement from both students and families.
I am also very concerned by what was shared during the spring community meetings- that this redistricting effort will likely be followed by additional boundary changes in 
the near future. This is unacceptable. Students and families deserve some assurance of stability. The idea that children may be moved repeatedly in just a few years’ time 
contradicts the core values of community stability and student well-being outlined in Policy 6010.
Rather than redistrict, I urge the Board to explore alternative solutions such as targeted program investments, capital improvements, or gradual enrollment balancing 
strategies that minimize student displacement, preserve neighborhood schools, and prioritize continuity for our youngest learners.

We live in Burleigh Manor but our planning polygon has been grouped with Chateau Ridge. It would make no sense for our daughter to go from a 15 minute walk to school 
to a lengthy bus commute and to be separated from the remainder of our neighborhood this way.  By doing so you would be dividing our neighborhood community and 
disrupting the lives of the children who live here. I am vehemently opposed to any redistricting but to do so when we live so close to these schools and along the lines 
drawn is entirely arbitrary- it makes no sense and serves no purpose.  Our children should not be at risk of being torn from their neighborhood and school just because 
parents in other polygons donated more money to Calvin Ball .

I strongly object to taking students from the heart of Centennial Neighborhood, particularly the preserve and Kingsley Woods community, and placing them on the other 
side of the county, into a school district that is 180 degrees different. Frankly, this consideration is absurd. 

Keeping the students at schools where it geographically makes sense based on their home should be a priority.

Maintaining contagious communities or neighborhoods is the most import matter for us. 

Rather than redistrict and reassign to fill capacity, put additional resources into the schools with capacity to make them more attractive to people looking to move into or 
within the school district with school-age kids. For example, special curricular activities, unique programs (language or STEM), additional before and after care options, free 
tutoring, ect.  Additionally, to fill excess capacity the district could offer the option to voluntarily enroll your student in an underutilized school (district would not provide 
transportation) to take advantage of potential new programs at those schools. (JROTC at Atholton High School is a great example.)
I really dislike that student cohorts get split up when shifting to middle and high school. Feeder-school models reduce social stress and keep everyone in the school on the 
same footing instead of creating tiers of who will go to the better next school vs not. I also think maintaining communities and neighborhoods is very important. 
"Neighborhood schools" create community. I believe that instead of redistricting to engineer changes to enrollment to better allocate resources and increase test scores 
creates more harm than good. Moreover, there are so many dynamics at play in predicting enrollment that trying to alleviate a problem in one area, inevitably creates a 
different problem as is now being experienced at Bryant Woods. 
Please create a feeder system model that prizes neighborhoods and school communities that is predictable and does not involuntarily require students to be sent to a 
different school. Base resource allocation to enhance attractiveness of all schools and support communities with large young populations versus trying to split them up. 
Finally, if there is redistricting, the reassignment should be optional and incentivized vs mandatory. 

Schools are underfunded. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Dear Superintendent and Members of the Board of Education,
It is my sincere hope that you can truly understand the anxiety and pain our community is feeling amid the ongoing uncertainty brought by the new government 
administration. Our families and children deserve the stability of a strong, reliable educational system and the steady support of the community they call home.
As you may know, the recent government layoffs and funding cuts have added significant stress to many families in Howard County. In such a fragile time, redrawing 
school boundaries feels not only unnecessary but also disruptive. As a parent in this county, I vividly remember the redistricting process right before the pandemic in 
2019–2020. Now, just as we are recovering from those difficult years, we are faced with yet another round of potential redistribution.
This leads me to question whether the Board of Education should consider a formal evaluation of the long-term impacts of these repeated redistricting efforts.
Minimizing harm and avoiding unnecessary panic is crucial to supporting our children’s healthy development and well-being.
If redistribution is truly unavoidable, I respectfully suggest a more focused approach—perhaps by separating out only the Pre-K programs at Centennial Elementary School. 
Many of these Pre-K students do not reside in the Centennial school district and may not attend Burleigh Manor Middle School in the future. This could be a less disruptive 
alternative that still addresses capacity concerns.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Please consider maintaining the current policy as the new policy may cause disruption to students and family as well

Community building and belonging are an integral part of anyone's school educational experience.  All of Centennial Elementary School K-5 grade students feed into 
Burleigh Manor Middle school and Centennial High School with the exception of Polygon 97, which feed into Marriotts Ridge High School.  
There has not been significant new construction in the Centennial Elementary School attendance area in the last several years, and it does not seem valid to move children 
who live so close to the elementary school, middle school or high school when the projected student population in the current attendance area is expected to decline over 
the next 10 years.
Being in the walk zone or the near walk zone contributes greatly to the ability to participate in after school activities as many students do not have access to private 
transportation, and after school activity bussing is not provided in Howard County (nor is funding for this currently available). If Burleigh Manor Middle school and 
Centennial High School need to be redistricted, priority should be made to redistrict from areas that are far from the walk zone.  

Highly object reassign walking distance neighborhood to other schools that will need to waste otherwise won't be needed bus resources. 

Residents of the county align themselves, financials, and life, purchasing homes in particular neighborhoods with particular school districts. For you to diminish all those 
efforts with such actions to simply compensate for the deficiencies that you have failed to properly address is unjust, will be met with resistance, and resilient legal action 
not matter the amount of monies it would take. 

Please keep CLES BMMS and CHS feeds together. Sending CLES students to another MS would violate the 15% minimum feed per Policy 6010. Same logic for sending 
those same kids back to CHS. Same logic for sending BMMS students to another HS (instead of CHS). 
Solutions:
-Manor Woods has capacity. Can we send kids there?
-CLES has preschool capacity with kids not from the Centennial area. Can we remove that so that 5th graders at CLES have proper classrooms instead of portable rooms?
Please keep our community together and stop redistricting. All this moving is so disruptive especially for families who try kids in multiple grades. I don’t see any other 
county in the country doing this every 5yrs. 

There should be no scenario where students who can walk to a school less than a mile from their home are instead required to bus to a school farther away. That would be 
an unacceptable waste of resources and taxpayer dollars, as well as an added burden on children and families. 

It is imperitive that schools remain local. The concept of the neighborhood school is a solidifying factor in school communities and neighborhoods. It brings the community 
together over the course of a child's 13 years of school. Families get to know each other. They volunteer with each other, support each other, and work as a community to 
solve common problems. This also ensures that children have continuity from school to school and do not have to start over with a new student populations at each school 
level.

Keep communities together.  Patchwork districting divides communities.

Some of the statements above in Question 4 are a bit vague, hard to understand, and can be misinterpreted. With that said, it is understandable that given certain areas in 
HoCo are over capacity and there is a new high school built, borders for redistricting will shift. My main concern is being redistricted to a school that does not make sense 
geographically, in terms of distance and time to get there from our home. As someone who lives practically next to the schools my children are currently districted to 
attend, it only makes sense for them to attend these schools. Our neighborhood has been considered a "walker" neighborhood for decades. Please consider making 
redistricting decisions that make sense regarding proximity to the schools for these neighborhoods and families and not decisions that are political. 

Students within walking distance of a suitable school should not be reassigned to another school where they must be bused.

The most critical factor that needs to be taken into consideration is geography (distance to school from their home).  Students should spend the least amount of time 
possible going to/from school so students have time with their families, time for homework and time for other activities.  The second factor should be overcrowding.  The 
other factors are insignificant compared to those two.

Please consider the students, families, and neighborhoods that were redistricted during the CODIV pandemic. Being redistricted during virtual learning had a huge negative 
impact on our family. I am writing to encourage that the redistricting process carefully considers moving that cohort of students again.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
I can't speak to communities outside of CHS - but the core neighborhoods are more or less walkable to BMMS & CHS, well established and tightly knit (Burleigh Manor, 
Font Hill, Willows, Preserve, etc). I'm obviously biased but it feels incredibly unfair for anyone to be re-districted from any of these neighborhoods. Thanks

It is troubling to hear of the potential breaking up of communities once again. This approach in moving students from school to school is not sustainable and creates stress 
and chaos for families, particularly the children. There must be a way to address the capacity issues without constantly shuffling neighborhoods every five years. The 
continuity for children's development and cohesion within their communities is critical. 

With the number of after school activities where parents may have to provide transportation, the school should be the closest to the student's home.  This is most 
important with high schools.

With the number of after school activities where parents may have to provide transportation, the school should be the closest to the student's home.  This is most 
important with high schools.

I live in the Kingsley Wood community. Reassigning us from Cenetennial HS which is literally in our backyard to another district is not only unfair, it goes against the 
marketing done by the builder when we bought the home. 

Students in this area have already built strong academic foundations and social relationships at CHS. Maintaining their school assignment avoids disruption to their learning 
progress and peer networks—factors essential for academic and emotional stability.

The Policy 6010 does not take into consideration the intent of a parent or parents to purchase in a certain district for a specific school. The process takes away a parent's 
right to choose the public school that they want their children to attend based on something out of the control of the parent (attendance of others).  The district should 
focus on improving schools that are underutilized which will encourage people to want to attend those schools by choice (e.g. magnet school) rather than pushing people 
to those schools to meet quotas. My kid is more than a number, and should not be pushed into an environment based on numbers when I as the parent know what is 
needed for my child to grow, learn, and be productive. 

Consider trying to increase the area that can be considered for walking students by adding crosswalks and other methods to increase safe street crossing. 

Additional considerations for our specific polygon 173/neighborhood (Pudding Lane)
1) Disruption and movement of students who have a cohesive community of peers and are engaged in school activities such as marching band is detrimental to student 
well-being, social development and mental health
2) Also additional concern for student well-being is potential for targeting for physical and mental harassment at redistricted schools
3) Maintaining the pipeline for students to be able to follow their siblings into feeder schools should be considered
4) Given our proximity to BMMS and CHS, transportation would be more costly and traffic would worsen if our children were redistricted to other schools; our neighborhood 
(Pudding Lane) is physically adjacent to BMMS and CHS and direct physical egress passing these school entrances would be required to transport our children to 
redistricted destinations.
5) Redistricted students from our polygon would not constitute 15% of the student body which would violate policy 6010
6) Increased distance between home and school would negatively impact working parents and ability of students to participate in after or before-school activities
7) Our community is already racially and ethnically diverse and therefore, redistricting for this purpose is not necessary
8) Overall community cohesiveness and engagement would be directly impacted
9) Concerned families may move to private schools which would negatively impact funding for public school by decreasing enrollment numbers

I am deeply concerned about the proposed redistricting process would result:
Mental health and wellness of our students
Being able to follow a sibling in school
Creating a situation where redistricted students would become targets for mental and physical harassment at the receiving school
Transportation for redistricted students would worsen the traffic directly in front of the schools, jeopardizing the safety of the students
Redistricted students would not constitute 15% of the student body, which would violate Policy 6010
Increase in the distance between home and school would directly decrease the amount of participation in after school activities
Diversity in our community currently already exists
Splitting the neighborhood would separate our students from their closest friends, causing detriment to their social development
The direct physical egress from our neighborhood is Breconshire and Centennial Lane. A redistricting bus would literally take the redistricted students directly past the 
entrances of their current schools in order to get to their redistricted destinations. There is no other road to take.
Redistricting would cause a rift in our neighborhood and destroy the cohesiveness of the community
Moving our kids out of the public school system - private school vouchers, as issued by Executive Order would facilitate leaving the public school system, which would 
decrease funding for the public schools
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
I am deeply concerned about the proposed redistricting process would result:

Mental health and wellness of our students
Being able to follow a sibling in school
Creating a situation where redistricted students would become targets for mental and physical harassment at the receiving school
Transportation for redistricted students would worsen the traffic directly in front of the schools, jeopardizing the safety of the students
Redistricted students would not constitute 15% of the student body, which would violate Policy 6010
Increase in the distance between home and school would directly decrease the amount of participation in after school activities
Diversity in our community currently already exists
Splitting the neighborhood would separate our students from their closest friends, causing detriment to their social development
The direct physical egress from our neighborhood is Breconshire and Centennial Lane. A redistricting bus would literally take the redistricted students directly past the 
entrances of their current schools in order to get to their redistricted destinations. There is no other road to take.
Redistricting would cause a rift in our neighborhood and destroy the cohesiveness of the community
Moving our kids out of the public school system - private school vouchers, as issued by Executive Order would facilitate leaving the public school system, which would 
decrease funding for the public schools

I am deeply concerned about the proposed redistricting process would result:

Mental health and wellness of our students
Being able to follow a sibling in school
Creating a situation where redistricted students would become targets for mental and physical harassment at the receiving school
Transportation for redistricted students would worsen the traffic directly in front of the schools, jeopardizing the safety of the students
Redistricted students would not constitute 15% of the student body, which would violate Policy 6010
Increase in the distance between home and school would directly decrease the amount of participation in after school activities
Diversity in our community currently already exists
Splitting the neighborhood would separate our students from their closest friends, causing detriment to their social development
The direct physical egress from our neighborhood is Breconshire and Centennial Lane. A redistricting bus would literally take the redistricted students directly past the 
entrances of their current schools in order to get to their redistricted destinations. There is no other road to take.
Redistricting would cause a rift in our neighborhood and destroy the cohesiveness of the community
Moving our kids out of the public school system - private school vouchers, as issued by Executive Order would facilitate leaving the public school system, which would 
decrease funding for the public schools

I'm now coming up on my second year of middle school at Burleigh Manor. I have made incredibly strong friendships and bonds with teachers. Redistricting my polygon 
(#173) would have a major impact on my life. I'm having huge success in band and may be on my path to the highest ensemble. My band director knows me well so if I 
make a mistake in my audition, he knows that I'm capable of still playing it really well. Meanwhile a new band director at the new school I get redistricted to may not know 
me as well and not understand that. It also means a lot to me to go to the same high school (Centennial HS) as my older brother. Many of my friends would be 
heartbroken to find out I was going to a separate school than them. Since the first day of middle school, I promised them I was going to be at the same schools as them. 
Now, that promise could get broken. So, ultimately getting redistricted would change my life as a student in a highly unwanted way. 

I am deeply concerned that the proposed redistricting will have a number of negative impacts on our community, children and students, including:
Mental health and wellness of our students
Being able to follow a sibling in school
Moving our kids out of the public school system - private school vouchers, as issued by Executive Order would facilitate leaving the public school system, which would 
decrease funding for the public schools
Creating a situation where redistricted students would become targets for mental and physical harassment at the receiving school
Transportation for redistricted students would worsen the traffic directly in front of the schools, jeopardizing the safety of the students
Redistricted students would not constitute 15% of the student body, which would violate Policy 6010
Increase in the distance between home and school would directly decrease the amount of participation in after school activities
Diversity in our community currently already exists
Splitting the neighborhood would separate our students from their closest friends, causing detriment to their social development
The direct physical egress from our neighborhood is Breconshire and Centennial Lane. A redistricting bus would literally take the redistricted students directly past the 
entrances of their current schools in order to get to their redistricted destinations. There is no other road to take.
Redistricting would cause a rift in our neighborhood and destroy the cohesiveness of the community

Having students that can continue to walk to their local schools should be a top priority for the school system. Walking promotes a health lifestyle and encourages 
responsibility. 
At this time when budgets are impacted it is important that HCPSS be judicial with funds.  Using limited funds for unnecessary bus transportation diverts resources away 
from the needs of high-quality education. 
Redistricting at all 3 schools levels is a severe disruption to student education and community bonds.

I have recently heard talks of redistricting in my community. At first, I only thought they were rumors, but now I have found them to be true. I currently live in Polygon 
#173 and attend Burleigh Manor Middle School. I am in 8th grade and approaching the end of my middle school journey. As the beginning of high school gets closer, I 
have really started to think about who I am as a person and what I envision myself doing in the future. I have already been accepted into the marching band at Centennial 
High School and plan on making more long-term commitments in 9th grade. If I get redistricted to another high school, I would be unable to maintain those long-term 
commitments. In addition, I have friends who I imagined going to Centennial High School with. If I were to get redistricted, then I would lose important, social connections 
that I have established over time. Lastly, my family moved before 7th grade. I have experienced the disruption of going to a new school. It has taken me 2 years to nail 
down solid friendships for high school. I definitely would not want to go through that process again, especially in the middle of high school. To conclude, I do not believe 
that it is fair to redistrict my community.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
As a parent of a middle school and high school student from Polygon 173, I would like to add some additional points to be considered in the upcoming redistricting 
decisions:
1) Impact to our children social and emotional learning, they have both recently started at new schools 20 months ago and taken time to adjust to their new community of 
friends and teachers, a change again would require them to re-start this process and strain their ability to maintain consistent longer-term relationships with a sense of 
stability
2) Add a longer commute to school which would reduce sleep time due to waking up at an earlier time
3) Increase the time required by parents in attending after school events/activities due to longer drive from our home
4) De-motivate parents to stay in the public school system, opting instead for private schools
5) Keep siblings experiences in tact so that households can pass along best practices and tips along with memories to younger siblings.
6) Keep proximity as a key factor, we are essentially in walking distance of our current schools BMMS and CHS
7) Our school is diverse and removal of households such as ours would create a potential imbalance, therefore maintain the current balance which provides an excellent 
environment for our kids to feel safe and included, whereas a new school environment could take this away from our kids.  

I know this isn’t about the redistribution but I feel HCPSS needs to invest in intramural sports at the middle school level. 

Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. 

Structural capacity of the specific school buildings and realistic expectations of renovations/expansions (ie centennial high school hallways are reported to be so crowded 
that students can't use/open their lockers and that they are stuck walking in very crowded hallways)

As a teacher and a parent, I am really very cognizant of the fact that we have schools of two kinds in this county -- rich schools and poor schools. This is an opportunity to 
really positively affect the school climate of HCMS, a two-star school, and WLHS. Please keep this in mind as we embark on this effort.

Redistricing students should NEVER be an option.  It's time to get more creative with your planning, budgets, etc.  It is not the students fault that the county allows 
overdevelopment.  Any development or construction that could impact student populations should have to invest into the local schools for expansion.  There are options to 
never again redistrict students.  This is not a thing in neighboring counties and states.  Do better.

I think it makes most sense for distance to schools and continuous neighborhoods be kept together be prioritized. It would also help with transportation to stop bussing 
kids past their closer schools! It is so disruptive and destructive for this to keep happening.

Moving these kids over and over again is horrible for their mental and emotional state. Board of Ed should be ashamed of themselves. Leave the kids in Swansfield alone, 
youve already made it so that they lose 80% of their friends to Clarksville and now you want to move them around more??? Leave our kids be and bus in some from Bryant 
Woods to equal numbers and let it go. I went to Howard County Schools and my entire elementary school went into middle and high together. You are ruining these kids 
friendships, social factors and putting a giant rift between 5-6 grade when its already a hard transition. Just all around awful way to handle all of this. THE KIDS ARE THE 
ONLY ONES WHO LOSE IN THIS OVER AND OVER AGAIN.  

If students are close enough to be walkers to their current school, please consider the disruption it will cause to the lives of students and parents alike (not to mention 
logistical challenges for already chaotic bus routes) if they are forced to become bus riders to a new school. 

Since elementary school kids are so young, if redistricting must be done, you should ensure their success by ensuring that a large enough group of children in the existing 
neighborhood are moved, so there is a sense of community for them at their bus stop and at the new school. Parents are already feeling picked on as a school district. No 
need for that to transfer to the kids. If my child got moved with only a handful of friends, that would make it hard for them to adjust. The moves also make sports, after 
school activities, school events all the more burdensome for everyone. If families are already walkers, they should remain walkers. Changes for walkers will incur new 
costs, which as I understand it, there's no funding for redistricting. Also, families that do get moved to far away schools should get priority in after school care.  
Additionally in general, if bus rides are more than 20-min, buses should require adult supervision beyond the bus driver (maybe that's already the case) and allocate the 
front rows to the younger kids. 

Community stability is extremely important for students and their families. Allowing students to progress with the same group of students allows for deeper and more 
meaningful relationships and friendships than if they are uprooted and put in a completely new environment with a new group of students and faculty. This may also lead 
to insecurity regarding permanency of relationships. 
 Additionally by uprooting then and forcing them to travel longer distances they lose significant time for other activities and makes it more difficult to develop friendships 
where a longer distance and greater time commitment is required for after school/out of school interactions.

I'm strictly against reassigning children to a new school ripping them out of the established circle of friends and environment they are used to. Also, any "re-balancing" of 
any school population based on race or income is prohibitively unconstitutional and can never be tolerated.

Any decisions to redistrict in West Columbia should take into account how moving neighborhoods out of a high school will impact not only academic outcomes, but sports 
participation, PTSA and booster membership, and other important non-academic components of a high school experience.  Additionally, these communities were just 
redistricted prior to COVID and with the impacts of school closures during COVID, it has taken time for students and families to build connections to their schools, I would 
urge caution in moving neighborhoods while additional developments are being added to this area and perhaps look at enrollment numbers over the next few years before 
making wholesale changes. I understand the pressures facing some schools but without having complete information about enrollment patterns from the new 
developments, HCPSS could be redistricting every 5 years, which is unacceptable to creating stable and well functioning school communities.



2025 Boundary Review Howard County Public School System

53Appendix

Public Feedback - Spring Engagement
Survey responses: other concerns.

Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Moving students from over capacity schools into others is a necessity, however, the normal capacity schools should not be forced to relocate to other schools as a result of 
boundary manipulation. The best thing for students is to have minimal impact to changing schools that they currently attend, especially when there is no issue with their 
school in regard to capacity.

While I understand that redistricting is sometimes necessary to balance enrollment and resources, I am deeply concerned about the emotional and developmental impact 
this may have on students, especially those who have attended their current school since pre-k. Longfellow has been more of just a place of learning, it has been a second 
home. We have built strong relationships with teachers, developed social bonds with peers and grown comfortable in an environment that has been constant throughout 
early development. Disrupting this stability, at such a crucial time in 4th grade can have significant emotional toll, potentially academic performance, behavior and overall 
well being. Children at this age thrive on routine and familiarity. Transitioning to a new school environment, with new staff, new classmates and unfamiliar surroundings, 
can be confusing and stressful. I urge the district to consider alternatives that minimize disruption for long standing students, such as grandfathering provisions for those 
who have been enrolled since pre-k or phasing in redistricting overtime. If redistricting must proceed, I hope that steps will be taken to provide ample emotional support 
and transition planning for all affected students and families. Thank you for your time and commitment to our students education.

There should be options for students to attend the school with the closest physical proximity to their home.

The Gaither Farm Neighborhood would be an easy neighborhood to reassign/feed into a different high school- For instance River Hill is the closest high school and Burleigh 
Manor and Centennial aren't much further. Also, reassigning this neighborhood would have of an less impact compared to other schools since 1/2 the families living there 
send their children to private school (e.g., Glenelg Country or McDonough). You might actually increase public school registration if you reassign it this neighborhood. 
Further, it is an Ellicott City neighborhood yet assigned to Columbia schools-- where we don't have the same neighborhood makeup which creates a bit of social isolation 
from other classmates who live right next to each other and right next to the school--as opposed to the other schools who are used to having a good mix of dense and non-
dense neighborhoods.  

My house is within two miles of all three schools. I would hate to have my children travel past all three of these schools to attend a school with a longer commute time. My 
children also have established friend groups, and splitting kids from the neighborhood into different schools would be a difficult transition for them at a pivotal 
developmental time. My oldest will be starting middle school in fall 2025. If she is redistricted that would mean that she would have to adjust to a new middle school twice 
in two years. Middle school is hard enough as it is. Adding a school change for my anxiety prone child is not the middle school experience I am hoping for. I would rather 
have my children in classes of larger sizes than have to transition to new schools with longer commute times that split the neighborhood.

I would love to see Centennial High School moved up in the Capital Plans as a renovation to this school could increase capacity and alleviate some of the crowding that is 
occurring at present.

Swansfield ES went through a reassignment not too many years ago. Perhaps minimize impact to students and staff and reduce Bryant Woods boundaries.

Thank you for considering what is in the best interest of students and their social emotional needs

We live in the 1157 / 157 Polygon area.  We already have a disjointed feeder school setup from Manor Woods to Burleigh Manor to Marriotts Ridge.  I would hope that 
during this year's boundary review process we are not moved out of Burleigh Manor to one of the other Middle Schools that are to the south of Burleigh, which would 
create an even smaller feed as there are currently no Manor Woods students who attend Wilde Lake or Harper's Choice MS.  

I am the father of two wonderful children currently enrolled in Burleigh Manor Middle. I am writing to urge you to reconsider the proposed redistricting plans that would 
deeply disrupt not just their education, but their overall well-being.
My daughter is finishing her 8th-grade year and eagerly looking forward to starting high school this fall. Forcing her to transition to a high school for only one year, only to 
move her again, would strip her of the stability she needs during these critical years. The freshman year sets the foundation for academic success and social belonging in 
high school. A midstream move would jeopardize both.
More urgently, my son, currently a 6th grader, has ADHD and has just finally adjusted to the structure and expectations at middle school. For children with ADHD, routine 
and familiarity are critical to success. Uprooting him now would not only disrupt his academic progress but would also significantly impact his mental health and emotional 
well-being.
The redistricting plan violates several important principles that the district itself has laid out:
	•	It unnecessarily forces our community to undergo multiple reassignments (Priority # 5).
	•	It breaks apart established feeder patterns, which are essential for academic and social stability (Priority # 6).
	•	It severely disrupts educational and mental health programs in place (Priority # 4).
	•	It disproportionately impacts students with special learning needs and vulnerabilities (Priority # 7).
Our children’s development should be prioritized over logistical convenience. I urge you to think beyond enrollment projections and remember that every reassignment 
represents real children — with real struggles, real needs, and real futures at stake.
Please reconsider this proposal for the sake of stability, mental health, and the educational success of all our students.
Thank you for your time and consideration.

Consistency within their journey (Elem, Middle or High) is appreciated by the students!

keep kids from the same neighborhoods together. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Attendance area review and change is always hard no matter what side you are sitting on! I think it's important to minimize change for students during their school years 
and make sure students are not moved more than once due to attendance area adjustments. It's also important for neighborhoods to remain together to allow for 
friendships to remain intact and for friends/neighbors to help one another out. When you break up neighborhoods you also remove a built in community of parents who 
rely on one another for childcare help, driving help, etc.  Long term thinking must be applied in order to ensure stability for students and communities. Short term shifting 
to "balance" school populations and numbers is not helpful for students or families. It is disruptive and jarring. The amount of new builds are having a huge impact on our 
schools and long-term home owners should not be pushed out of their home schools to allow new builds in a school that may be near capacity. 

I have 3 kids, without changing their address will most likely attend 3 different middle schools (Patapsco, Burleigh, ?).  I have a 7th grader who has zero friends attending 
Hebron from Burleigh.  Need to focus on the students and what is best for them and when they transition.  Redistricting during COVID had significant impacts on my now 
7th graders mental health.  If asking them to relocate, wait until a new starting class vs disrupt them mid-school cycle.  These transitions have long term impacts that need 
to be taken into consideration.  Exceptions also need to be considered for those most impacted or have IEPs to make sure their best interests in learning is the priority.

Availability of above-grade classes and GT in any new school reassignments.  

Avoid redistributing of schools that harm students and kids social and academic wellbeing. Must consider stopping new development of houses 

It is vital to keep communities together, because these are the families that help each other raise children into adults. We have the personal experience of building 
community all the way from Northfield through Dunloggin only to see our community’s ties loosening when most of the community sends their children on to Centennial HS 
but our children are sent to Wilde Lake HS. We all do our best to maintain those ties, but performances, trips, exams, etc. are all on different schedules and those close 
friends (children and parents alike) drift apart. We live 1.1 miles from Centennial HS and 3.5 miles from Wilde Lake HS, so the choices made by the board in the past were 
deliberate. Our hope moving forward is that our community can see a larger group of students moving together from NES to DMS to WLHS, as we know the overcrowding 
of Centennial means that more students will need to be moved to WLHS. 

Unethical way redistricting took place (last minute change and pressuring board member to change initial vote)  at last redistricting forcing us to Bryant Woods, no where 
near Clemens Crossing school where she grew up playing. So most of our neighbors on Jerry's Drive moved or send child to private school like we now do. Stop the 
creating traffic congestion and  forcing kids away from their neighborhoods. 

Reassigning our community (Briarcliffe neighborhood), considering it is a very small community, would not help with capacity issues. It also has a great deal of updating 
and renovations that are needed before more students are added to our schools

Centennial High School has been in need of renovations for years. Given that this school has had the best academic performances, it should be considered reasonable 
renovations to accommodate its student population.

My neighborhood (Briarcliffe) has been a part of the CLES,BMMS,CHS feed since its inception in the early 1990's.  We are a small community with just a few school age 
children and are within about a mile of BMMS and CHS.  There are several large million dollar developments that have gone into the district in the last decade who have 
escaped redistricting, reportedly by making large political donations.  These neighborhoods have a large percentage of school age children and contributed to significant 
overcrowding over the past few years.  I propose these new neighborhoods are the first to be considered for redistricting.  

Also, CHS has been on the table for capital improvements for many, many years.  How about we spend money on that including size expansion of the school instead of 
redistricting.

Please stop adding housing when HCPSS does not have the capacity for the current population. Developers should be required to fund school renovations and new school 
builds, to be able to build in Howard County- full stop.

There needs to be more structure on the boundaries and what can be considered as part of the changes.  It seems every year all schools are at risk of redistricting with no 
rhyme or reason for the results.  This constant change or constant threat to change is not ideal for all families involved especially the children.  If the idea is to balance out 
and make up for the over development of certain areas then my fear is that this process of musical chairs will never end.  

As captured above, consideration for redistricting and the impact on our student communities is important.  As an educator myself, I have concerns about the impact 
redistricting has on the already established student communities.  The challenges of building relationships and community in a new environment and then being forced, 
once they have established those friendships and support systems within a school community, to then change them will have adverse impact on our students and their 
attention to our education system.  I think there are unforeseen challenges of asking groups of students to leave their support systems and asking them to acclimate to a 
new school community, especially our youngest students.  Taking elementary school students away from their friend groups and places that have allowed them to feel safe 
and open to learning will negatively impact student achievement in both school communities.   

The Bryant Woods community was affected by redistricting in 2020, and that did not solve any of the capacity problems. The same families should not have to pay for 
those mistakes, that were made after an impromptu meeting recess and then a re-vote. Please treat this community with fairness and respect we did not receive last time. 



2025 Boundary Review Howard County Public School System

55Appendix

Public Feedback - Spring Engagement
Survey responses: other concerns.

Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
 We have close proximity to all Centennial schools: Our neighborhood is a 1.7 mile walk to Centennial Lane, a 1.4 mile walk to Burleigh Manor, and a 1.5 mile walk to 
Centennial HS. 
- We are part of the Old Annapolis Road community.  Our children and families are part of that community.The sole point of egress from our community is from Briarcliffe 
Lane onto Old Annapolis Road.  All the Old Annapolis Road neighborhoods use the facilities, playgrounds and paths at Centennial Park.  Families along Old Annapolis often 
walk or carpool together to school, especially to/from extracurricular school activities and events. Our children share study groups, sports, and music lessons all along the 
Old Annapolis Road corridor. To redistrict any part of that corridor out of the Centennial School System would break up our larger Old Annapolis Road community.

Please do not split up the children who have been together for years in Centennial Lane Elementary.  thanks!

Given that our neighborhood has experienced minimal new housing development for decades affecting school enrollment and has a relatively lower number of school-aged 
children, redistricting this type of area is unlikely to significantly alleviate broader school utilization concerns. A more effective approach would likely involve focusing on 
areas with recent housing growth.
Furthermore, Centennial Lane Elementary and Centennial High School have not undergone significant renovations in decades, despite the fact that they were expected to 
be highly utilized over the same period of time. We believe prioritizing these overdue renovations and potential expansions should precede any disruptive redistricting 
within established communities like ours. Repeated redistricting without addressing these fundamental needs can negatively impact our students' well-being.

Please don't change schools for Polygon 173.We strongly oppose the proposed redistricting that would move our children to a different school. We ask you to consider the 
following critical concerns:
Mental Health and Wellness: Stability is essential for student mental health. Forcing students to leave their schools, teachers, and friends would create unnecessary 
emotional distress, harming their overall wellness.
Sibling Continuity: Families depend on siblings attending the same schools for emotional support, logistical coordination, and family unity. Redistricting would sever these 
crucial ties.
Loss to Public Schools: Families displaced by redistricting may choose to exit the public school system altogether, especially given the Executive Order enabling private 
school vouchers. This would decrease public school enrollment and funding, weakening the schools for everyone.
Safety and Harassment Risks: Redistricted students risk becoming targets for harassment — both mental and physical — at unfamiliar schools where they are a small, 
isolated minority.
Transportation and Safety Concerns: The traffic around our schools is already problematic. Adding redistricted students would worsen congestion at peak hours, 
jeopardizing the safety of all students.
Violation of Policy 6010: Redistricted students would not represent at least 15% of the receiving school’s population, directly violating Policy 6010.
Reduced Extracurricular Participation: Increased distance between home and school would severely reduce student participation in after-school activities, which are vital to 
their academic and social development.
Existing Diversity: Our community already enjoys robust diversity. Redistricting would not meaningfully increase diversity but would instead cause unnecessary disruption.
Neighborhood Fragmentation: Splitting our neighborhood apart would separate close friends and harm the social development of our students, while also destroying the 
cohesion of a strong, supportive community.
Inefficient Routing: Due to our neighborhood’s physical layout, a redistricted bus would literally pass the entrances of our current schools just to transport students farther 
away. This inefficiency is wasteful and frustrating for families.
In sum, this redistricting plan would hurt students academically, emotionally, and socially, while also undermining school safety, community cohesion, and public school 
stability. We respectfully urge you to prioritize the best interests of our children and allow them to remain in their current schools.  Please don't change schools for Polygon 
173.

As a member of the Briarcliffe neighborhood off of Old Annapolis Road, I cannot overstate how critical it is for my family and our neighborhood to remain part of the 
Centennial Lane Elementary community. Because that is what it is – a community. 
We have been invested in the community for years, and regularly engage with friends and neighbors along the Old Annapolis Road and Centennial Lane Corridors. THIS is 
our community. Any change to our current alignment to the Centennial Schools would be unbelievably detrimental to us. 
As part of the Old Annapolis Road community, the sole point of egress from our community is from Briarcliffe Lane onto Old Annapolis Road. All the Old Annapolis Road 
neighborhoods use the facilities, playgrounds and paths at Centennial Park. Families along Old Annapolis often walk or carpool together to school, especially to/from 
extracurricular school activities and events. Our children share study groups, sports, and music lessons all along the Old Annapolis Road corridor. To redistrict any part of 
that corridor out of the Centennial School System would break up our larger Old Annapolis Road community to its significant detriment.
Our Briarcliffe neighborhood has long benefited from its proximity and near walking distance to ALL Centennial schools: It is a 1.7 mile walk to Centennial Lane, a 1.4 mile 
walk to Burleigh Manor, and a 1.5 mile walk to Centennial HS. This has fostered necessary stability over decades. 
Given that our neighborhood has experienced no new housing development affecting school enrollment and has a relatively lower number of school-aged children, 
redistricting our area is unlikely to significantly alleviate broader school utilization concerns. A more effective approach would likely involve focusing on areas with recent 
housing growth.
Furthermore, Centennial Lane Elementary and Centennial High School have not seen significant renovations in years. I believe prioritizing these overdue renovations and 
potential expansions should precede any disruptive redistricting within established communities like ours. Repeated redistricting without addressing these fundamental 
needs can negatively impact our students' well-being and diminish the value of our properties.
Please, please hear these concerns of ours, and keep the Briarcliffe neighborhood within the Centennial school community. I can’t tell you what it means to us and our 
families. Thank you.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Please do not change schools for polygon 173.  We are deeply concerned about the proposal to redistrict our children out of their current schools. We urge you to 
reconsider for the sake of their well-being, development, and future.
	•	Mental Health and Stability: Our children have built trusting relationships with their teachers, counselors, and peers. Uprooting them would cause significant emotional 
distress, harming their mental health at a time when stability is more important than ever.
	•	Keeping Siblings Together: For families, having siblings attend the same school provides critical emotional support. Redistricting would separate brothers and sisters, 
placing an unnecessary burden on both children and parents.
	•	A Push Out of Public Schools: Families who feel betrayed by the system may look to private school vouchers, recently expanded by Executive Order, to leave the public 
school system altogether — leading to decreased funding and resources for the schools they leave behind.
	•	Risk of Harassment: Forcing a small group of students into a new, unfamiliar environment puts them at serious risk of social isolation and even bullying. No child should 
have to endure that.
	•	Transportation and Student Safety: Increased traffic congestion from redistricted students would create real dangers for children walking, biking, or being dropped off at 
school each day. Our roads cannot safely handle this burden.
	•	Violation of Policy 6010: This plan would move a group that does not meet the 15% threshold required under Policy 6010. Our children should not be treated as numbers 
— but even the numbers make it clear this plan is flawed.
	•	Loss of After-School Opportunities: The greater distance would mean fewer chances to participate in after-school clubs, sports, and activities — key parts of a child’s 
growth, confidence, and friendships.
	•	Diversity Already Exists: Our community is already beautifully diverse. Redistricting would not bring meaningful change, only unnecessary hardship.
	•	Tearing Apart Friendships: Splitting up our neighborhood would sever deep childhood friendships, isolating students from their closest emotional supports and making 
their daily school experience lonelier and harder.
	•	Inefficient and Harmful Routing: There is no other road from our neighborhood. Redistricted buses would literally drive past our current schools to reach new ones — 
wasting time, money, and causing frustration.
	•	Breaking Our Community: Redistricting threatens not just our children’s schooling, but the very heart of our neighborhood — the bonds between neighbors, friends, and 
families who rely on each other every day.
Please — do not underestimate the impact of this decision. It is not just about boundary lines; it is about children’s lives, mental health, safety, and futures. We beg you to 
let our children stay in the schools and communities they love and depend on.  Please don't move Polygon 173.

Dear School Board,
My name is Emily Sinnen, and I am a student at Burleigh Manor. I recently heard that I might have to change schools, and I wanted to write to you personally to ask if 
there’s any way I can stay.
This school means so much to me. It’s not just a building or a place where I go to classes — it feels like home. I’ve made friends here who I trust and care about. My 
teachers know me, understand how I learn, and help me when I struggle. I feel safe, supported, and like I belong.
Changing schools would mean leaving behind people who have become a second family to me. It would mean starting over when I’ve finally started feeling confident in 
who I am and where I fit in. I know sometimes changes have to happen, but I just want you to know that this change would be really hard for me — emotionally, socially, 
and even academically. 
Please consider letting me stay. This school is where I’ve grown, where I’ve found my voice, and where I’m building a future. I’m not just asking because I don’t like 
change. I’m asking because I love it here — and that kind of feeling is rare and special.
Thank you for listening and for everything you do to support students like me. I've already switched schools twice please don't put me through that again. Burleigh is my 
place where I belong. 
Sincerely,
Emily Sinnen
Grade 6

Please don’t make me leave my school. I love my teachers and my friends. If I have to go to a different school, I will be really sad and scared. I won’t know anybody, and I 
might get picked on for being the new kid.
If we have to change schools, my mom and dad said it would take a lot longer to get there, and I might not be able to stay for after-school clubs that I really love. Also, my 
best friends live in my neighborhood, and if we go to different schools, we won’t get to see each other as much and that would make me really sad.
Our neighborhood is already full of all different kinds of people, and we all get along great. We don’t need to be split up.
Also, the bus would have to drive right past my school to get to the new one. That doesn’t make any sense.
Please don’t break up our neighborhood and my friends. Please let me stay at my school.
Thank you.  Please don't move Polygon 173.

Our Briarcliffe community has long benefited from its proximity and near walking distance to these schools, fostering stability over decades. Given that our neighborhood 
has experienced minimal new housing development affecting school enrollment and has a relatively lower number of school-aged children, redistricting our area is unlikely 
to significantly alleviate broader school utilization concerns. A more effective approach would likely involve focusing on areas with recent housing growth.
Furthermore, Centennial Lane Elementary and Centennial High School have not seen significant renovations in years. We believe prioritizing these overdue renovations and 
potential expansions should precede any disruptive redistricting within established communities like ours. Repeated redistricting without addressing these fundamental 
needs can negatively impact our students' well-being and diminish the value of our properties.
We have close proximity to all Centennial schools: Our neighborhood is a 1.7 mile walk to Centennial Lane, a 1.4 mile walk to Burleigh Manor, and a 1.5 mile walk to 
Centennial HS. 
We are part of the Old Annapolis Road community.  Our children and families are part of that community.The sole point of egress from our community is from Briarcliffe 
Lane onto Old Annapolis Road.  All the Old Annapolis Road neighborhoods use the facilities, playgrounds and paths at Centennial Park.  Families along Old Annapolis often 
walk or carpool together to school, especially to/from extracurricular school activities and events. Our children share study groups, sports, and music lessons all along the 
Old Annapolis Road corridor. To redistrict any part of that corridor out of the Centennial School System would break up our larger Old Annapolis Road community.

I believe that children should attend the school which is closest to their home. Slicing up communities and making children attend a school which is much farther away for 
the purpose of diversity, inclusion and averaging out test scores is manipulative and harmful to the mental and physical wellbeing of a child. We fail our children when we 
allow the desire for more property tax income to take priority over the continuum of school community for our children. Why not incentivize developers to build in areas 
where the schools are under capacity and enlarge the schools that are taxed by the overdevelopment in their area? Redistricting should not be the go-to answer every time 
new housing developments get built.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 

This process and policy are NOT a long term, sustainable way to approach school student dispersion and population balance. This is a band aid that is, and will continue to 
be, a stain on this otherwise stellar county. Stop breaking up communities, stop causing parents and student undue stress, stop disrupting our kids' nascent and fragile 
social environments. With so many dire statistics about school attendance, kids mental health and well being and general happiness, forcing them to change schools is the 
absolute last thing this board should be doing. Start making long term plans to build new and expand existing schools to accommodate populations. Make a case for the 
funds that are required. The residents of the county live here in part because of the schools--put our tax dollars to good use. If it is not a mandate already (which it should 
be), start mandating that the county require school impact studies prior to any new residential development and that developers contribute funds to offset school 
expansion and new school development. 
As a parent of two CLES students who are early in their elementary careers, this boundary review (which comes on the heels of a highly controversial review and 
adjustment made just a few short years ago that made national news) is causing distress to my family. I live within walking distance of the Burleigh Manor Middle and 
Centennial High schools which I presumed my children would attend. Yesterday my eight year old asked "Mom, is that going to be my middle school?" when we passed 
Burleigh Manor. I said "I don't know" and was forced to try to explain why she may have to be separated from her friends and school as early as 2026. Every parent I talk 
to is unhappy, angry, and stressed about this.  

As a long-term Howard County resident and parent of children that have graduated from Centennial Elementary, Burleigh Manor MS, and Centennial HS, we have long 
been part of the Centennial school system and our continued inclusion in Centennial is central to our neighborhood and our community. 
- We live in the Briarcliffe Community off of Old Annapolis Road and have close proximity to ALL Centennial schools.  Our neighborhood is ~ 1.5 mile walk to Centennial 
Lane ES, Burleigh Manor MS, and Centennial HS.  Logistically, Centennial schools remain the best and closest option for our children and community.
- We are part of the Old Annapolis Road community, this is extremely important to us.  Our children and families are part of that community.  The sole point of egress from 
our community is from Briarcliffe Lane onto Old Annapolis Road.  All the Old Annapolis Road neighborhoods use the facilities, playgrounds and paths at Centennial Park.  
Families along the Old Annapolis Road corridor often walk or carpool together to school, especially to/from extracurricular school activities and events. Our children share 
study groups, sports, and music lessons all along the Old Annapolis Road corridor. To redistrict any part of that corridor out of the Centennial School System would 
unnecessarily break up our greater Old Annapolis Road community.  
-  Centennial schools are highly-rated (kudos to the teachers, students, and parents).  This had resulted in our Centennial community being a "draw" for developers.  The 
current residents should not be disadvantaged and re-districted because the county failed to manage housing development growth in conjunction with nearby school 
access.
-  Centennial school teachers, students and parents are committed, diligent, and engaged.  This has resulted in, among other things, Centennial schools being ranked with 
some of the highest in the county.  Centennial HS is consistently ranked in the top 3 high schools in the county, while Wilde Lake HS is consistently ranked in the bottom 3 
high schools.  Because of this, a re-districting of Centennial HS students to Wilde Lake HS is significantly unfair and not in the best interests of current or future Centennial 
HS students residing in the district.

      I oppose the Attendance Area Adjustment Plan because of the demographic characteristics of the student population, minimizing impacts to programing initiatives, and 
maintaining continuous communities. First of all, Policy 6010 III.B.3 recognizes racial/ethnic composition, socioeconomic composition, academic performance, and 
distribution of English Learners as factors that contribute the the Boards Final Attendance Area Adjustment Plan. Centennial High School and Wilde Lake High School have 
drastic differences among all of these factors which would result in an incohesive adjustment among students. For example, Centennial High Schools music program (ie. 
Wind Ensemble) is a prestigious musical group which students in middle and elementary school work towards to be able to play their rigorous music. It would not be 
equitable for these students to have to play music at a lower level than what they have prepared for nor would it be fair to the Centennial High School program as they 
would lose several students. This principle translates into academics as well. For example, according to the 2023-2024 HCPSS profile for WLHS, only 37.2% of students 
scored in the "proficient" category for English in state tests, and only 42.3% in math. CHS on the other hand had 88.1% of students score proficient in English and 77.2% 
in math. It is unfair to the rising CHS students who would be districted for WLHS to have their academic potential stripped from them and their success deprived of them 
because they could not receive an education which was at their level or because they were surrounded by peers who were not focused on academic success.       Secondly, 
it is important to minimize impacts to programmatic initiatives and the Attendance Area Adjustment Plan should therefore not be carried out. I am a rising 9th grader at 
CHS and am currently enrolled in marching band for next year. In the fall I intend to join several clubs including but not limited to Mock Trial, Speech and Debate, Music 
Mentors, and the South Asian Student Association (SASA). Wilde Lake only offers 2 of these clubs, Mock Trial, and Speech and Debate. Music Mentors is a unique 
opportunity to play and teach music to younger students which poses valuable skills such as leadership, creativity, and teaching, Music Mentors is possible only because of 
the strong music community at BMMS and CHS which is not reciprocated and WLHS or WLMS. Additionally, WLHS does not have a SASA, in fact, only 6.5% of their student 
body is Asian, a fraction of which are South Asian, compared to Centennial High School's 41.7% Asian Population, relocation would not be cohesive. Furthermore, I have 
spoken to my classmates who will join me next year a CHS about the Attendance Area Adjustment Plan and we feel that not only will we lose our on unique experiences if 
relocated, but our ability to thrive in and out of the classroom will be hindered due to our late start at WLHS. We would have to join clubs, make friends, and build a 
foundation as freshman, only to reach sophomore year and do it all again. Essentially, we would lose a year by repeating these processes and will therefore have one less 
year to start clubs, take on leadership roles, and achieve success in these clubs.       Lastly, maintaining contiguous communities is of my utmost importance as well as that 
of my peers. Policy 1060 III.B.2(b.) highlights the importance of school attendance areas promoting a sense of community in both the neighborhood where a student lives 
and in the schools which a student advances through by maintaining contiguous communities. My neighbors and I may be divided by schools, my new school friends may 
live 15 miles away, and regardless, sacred community connections between CHS/BMMS and my neighborhood such as the pie sale which is responsible for much of 
Burleigh Manor Middle Schools' music budget would be shattered. These bonds have spent years in the making and deserve to remain in place. 

      

Staying at a school within my community that I can get to in a couple minutes. 
Staying at a school that is closest to me so that I can attend after school activities, weekend activities, overall community engagement 
Not having to transfer schools in the middle because that will impact my ability to maintain friendships, my social and emotional learning as well as my engagement in the 
curriculum. 
Not having to ride the bus for a long time to get to school every day or have to be driven over 20 minutes back and forth to my school. 

I am concerned that there does not seem to be a plan to “right-size” HCMS. As such a small school, there are compromises made in the schedules, teacher collaboration, 
and program offerings that does not seem equitable. 

We are just entering the school district in preK and live close to the school so don't think this will have a great impact on our family at this time.

Students who are entering the last year of ES,MS or HS should be allowed to finish their run at that original school if they are reassigned to a different district. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
All the Old Annapolis Road neighborhoods use the facilities, playgrounds and paths at Centennial Park.  Families along Old Annapolis often walk or carpool together to 
school, especially to/from extracurricular school activities and events. Our children share study groups, sports, and music lessons all along the Old Annapolis Road corridor. 
To redistrict any part of that corridor out of the Centennial School System would break up our larger Old Annapolis Road community.

Our Briarcliffe community has long benefited from its proximity and near walking distance to the current assigned schools, fostering stability over decades.  We are also 
part of the Old Annapolis Road community. All the Old Annapolis Road neighborhoods use the facilities, playgrounds and paths at Centennial Park.  Families along Old 
Annapolis often walk or carpool together to school, especially to/from extracurricular school activities and events. Our children share study groups, sports, and music 
lessons all along the Old Annapolis Road corridor. To redistrict any part of that corridor out of the Centennial School System would break up our larger Old Annapolis Road 
community.  Please don't disturb our peaceful community by redistricting which students and families would suffer from.

I would rather see the increasingly limited school budgets focused on providing education to students and not paying for more buses.  I also want accurate data to be used 
so the best decisions are made.

Please consider the following while proposing scenarios.
Mental health and wellness of our students in a new school/friends/teachers and setup.
Increase in the distance between home and school would directly decrease the amount of participation in after school activities.
The direct physical way out from our neighborhood is Breconshire and Centennial Lane. A redistricting bus would literally take the redistricted students directly past the 
entrances of their current schools in order to get to their redistricted destinations. 

Please consider the following factors.
Mental health and wellness of our students.
Splitting the neighborhood would separate our students from their closest friends, causing detriment to their social development
Increase in the distance between home and school would directly decrease the amount of participation in after school activities
Transportation for redistricted students would worsen the traffic directly in front of the schools, jeopardizing the safety of the students

Please do not redistrict school every few years. It is vey disruptive.

I want to stay at CLES because it’s where my friends are. I would feel very sad and surprised and nervous to move to another school. I would miss my teachers. I love 
CLES. I can’t wait until I’m in 5th grade and then I can walk to Burleigh Manor. 

It is essential that we keep in mind the fact that centennial hs pulls from a fairly small demographic area and fhe Board refuses to allow the school to be updated. It’s 
ridiculous to redistrict Centennial students before the school is redone. 

Is potentially devastating for mental health and wellness of students. Has the Board studied the impact past redistricting has had on student mental health? 
Transportation for redistricted students would worsen traffic directly in front of schools, compromising the safety of the students and community. 
Added time and transportation costs represent an economic burden on the school system, county, and state.
The frequency and severity in which the policy is utilized undermines any sense of community stability. As a result, I am increasingly hearing of Howard County parents 
seeking private school options. The observed decline in HCPS enrollment - and particularly those schools and communities impacted by previous redistricting efforts - would 
seem to validate parental concerns. Further redistricting is likely to exacerbate this issue.

The Gray Rock Farm community (Polygon 153) is a stable, long-established neighborhood with strong feeder alignment through Northfield ES, Burleigh Manor MS, and 
Centennial HS. Our students benefit from consistent academic pathways and social continuity, which would be disrupted by redistricting.
Our neighborhood is geographically compact, located near the schools we currently attend, minimizing both travel time and transportation costs. Reassigning us would 
break up a cohesive community and likely result in longer, less efficient bus routes.
We strongly urge the Board to prioritize maintaining contiguous communities, stable feeds, and limiting the frequency of reassignments—especially for neighborhoods like 
Gray Rock Farm that have not caused recent capacity strain and are deeply rooted in their current school communities.

Rearranging school districts can be highly disruptive to families, students, and communities. The county should explore alternative solutions such as building additional 
facilities or utilizing modular classrooms to reduce overcrowding. Prioritizing creative, flexible solutions demonstrates a commitment to both educational quality and 
community well-being.
I’d also like to see future planning, like having new housing developments in over capacity areas be assigned to under census schools. 
And I think a priority should be placed on keeping contiguous communities at the same schools, to foster a tight-knit community. 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
1. Student Wellness and Safety     •    Mental Health and Wellness: Uprooting students from familiar environments would significantly harm their mental health and 
emotional well-being.     •    Risk of Harassment: Redistricted students could become targets for mental and physical harassment at the receiving schools. There have been 
documented cases of individuals outside the community being targeted while traveling from a far away school in the county.      •    Transportation and Traffic Safety: 
Increased transportation needs would worsen traffic directly in front of the schools, putting all students’ safety at risk.
2. Family Impact and Continuity     •    Sibling Continuity: Redistricting would separate siblings who would otherwise attend the same school, causing unnecessary family 
stress.     •    Reduced After-School Participation: Longer commutes would reduce participation in after-school programs, extracurricular activities, and sports.  This will 
directly reduce community participation of not just students, but entire families.  This will directly lead to reduction of volunteer activity of impacted families. 
3. Community and Neighborhood Cohesion     •    Damage to Community Cohesion: Redistricting would fracture established neighborhoods and destroy community ties. 
    •    Social Development Harm: Splitting neighborhoods would separate students from their closest friends, negatively impacting their social growth and emotional 
security.
4. Equity, Diversity, and Policy Compliance     •    Existing Diversity: Our community already has strong diversity; redistricting is not necessary to achieve this goal.
5. Logistical and Financial Inefficiencies     •    Inefficient Bus Routing: Redistricting my children would have to literally pass the entrances of their current schools to reach 
more than 20 minutes travel time to distant destinations, creating unnecessary costs and disruptions, stress, mental well being, reduction of community participation, 
increasing environmental damage from costs of multiple buses traveling further distances.    •    Loss of Public School Enrollment and Funding: Private school options could 
encourage families to leave the public system, resulting in a loss of funding critical for all students.
This redistricting plans places an unfair burden on our students, families, and community. It undermines mental health, educational access, community integrity, and 
district policy — while offering no meaningful improvements. I urge decision-makers to prioritize student well-being, equity, and common sense. I believe a better way 
forward is to increase resources without displacing students away from their homes, families, communities to ensure the wellbeing of the future of our community is not 
continuously neglected for the sake of meeting short-term feasibility goals. 

1. It disrupts neighborhood cohesion. Schools often serve as gathering points for neighborhoods. Redistricting splits established social ties between neighbors, weakening 
the sense of local identity and trust.
2. It reduces community investment. When people feel disconnected from their local school, they are less likely to volunteer, donate, or attend school events — all of which 
are crucial for a vibrant, supportive community.
3. It can lower property values. Even if a resident has no children, the perceived quality and stability of local schools often impacts property values. Frequent redistricting 
introduces uncertainty, which can deter potential buyers.
4. It creates instability and uncertainty.Constant changes to school boundaries make it harder for residents to plan long-term, eroding confidence in local governance and 
making the area less attractive to newcomers.
5. It threatens historical and cultural ties. Some schools have deep historical significance to their neighborhoods. Redistricting can break those long-standing ties, erasing 
traditions that contribute to the community’s unique character.
6. It can lead to economic segregation. Redistricting sometimes unintentionally clusters communities by socioeconomic status, increasing inequality and limiting diverse 
interactions that make communities stronger.
7. It strains local resources. Changing school boundaries often requires new transportation routes, traffic pattern changes, and additional public services, putting extra 
stress on municipal budgets and infrastructure.
8. It reduces civic pride. A strong connection to a beloved local school often fosters broader pride in the community. Disrupting that connection can leave residents feeling 
detached and less motivated to participate in civic life.
9. It fosters resentment and division. Redistricting decisions can create winners and losers, leading to resentment between different parts of the community and even 
within neighborhoods.
10. It undermines community planning efforts. Long-term community development projects often assume stable school zoning. Redistricting can upend those plans, 
complicating efforts to build cohesive, thriving neighborhoods.

1. It disrupts the stability that children and families depend on. As a grandparent helping raise kids, stability is critical. Redistricting forces children to change schools, 
routines, and support systems — making it harder for us to provide steady, reliable care.
2. It complicates caregiving logistics. Many grandparents help with school pickups, drop-offs, after-school care, and activities. If the school suddenly changes to one farther 
away or with different hours, it makes caregiving much harder or even impossible.
3. It weakens relationships built with teachers and school staff. Grandparents often work closely with school staff to support their grandchildren. Redistricting breaks those 
relationships and forces families to start over, which can be stressful and disruptive for the child’s emotional and educational support.
4. It adds emotional strain on both children and caregivers. Moving children to a new school can be emotionally difficult — especially when they’ve formed friendships and 
bonds. Grandparents, already balancing many responsibilities, must manage and soothe the emotional fallout.
5. It risks the loss of special programs or services. Some schools offer critical programs (like reading support, therapy, or aftercare) that children rely on. Redistricting 
might move children to a school without those services, making caregiving more complicated and putting children at a disadvantage.
6. It affects our ability to stay involved in their education. When schools are farther away or unfamiliar, grandparents have a harder time attending meetings, volunteering, 
and staying actively engaged in their grandchildren’s education.
7. It causes financial strain. Additional transportation costs (gas, after-school programs, babysitters) often fall on grandparents too. Redistricting can make caregiving more 
expensive — especially for those living on fixed incomes.
8. It creates more stress for multi-generational households. Many grandparents live in multi-generational homes. School redistricting adds another layer of stress in homes 
that are already juggling complex family needs.
9. It breaks apart neighborhood peer groups. Neighborhood friendships are important not just for kids but also for the support systems grandparents rely on — like 
carpools, shared childcare, and informal neighborhood help. 
10. It discourages long-term investment in the community.
As grandparents, we invest our time, energy, and care into helping raise the next generation. Redistricting sends the message that these relationships — and our efforts — 
are not valued or considered.



2025 Boundary Review Howard County Public School System

60Appendix

Public Feedback - Spring Engagement
Survey responses: other concerns.

Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
1. Redistricting removes familiar daily patterns that children and grandparents rely on. Predictable routines — like the morning walk to school or afternoon bus stops — are 
essential for children’s sense of security and for grandparents managing tight daily schedules.
2. It ignores the role extended family plays in a child’s success. Grandparents aren’t just backup caregivers — we’re active participants in their schooling. Redistricting 
treats families like they’re only nuclear households, ignoring the broader, critical support system.
3. It forces children to adapt to unfamiliar environments unnecessarily. Young children being raised by grandparents often already face challenges; adding a new school 
environment demands a level of resilience that isn’t fair to expect over and over again.
4. It cuts off nearby family support networks. Grandparents often choose homes close to schools to stay involved. Redistricting moves children away from those schools, 
isolating them from immediate family assistance when needed.
5. It undermines years of community-building work. Grandparents often volunteer at schools, help organize events, and serve as trusted adults. When redistricting 
happens, the relationships we’ve spent years building are broken, weakening school and community ties.
6. It forces older caregivers to navigate unfamiliar systems and processes. New schools mean new procedures, new technology platforms, and new policies. For 
grandparents, who might already face tech or system barriers, this creates unnecessary confusion and added stress.
7. It overlooks the importance of walking-distance schools for non-driving caregivers. Many grandparents cannot easily drive due to health or financial reasons. Having a 
school within walking distance is essential — redistricting can eliminate that accessibility, forcing reliance on costly or unavailable transportation.
8. It can expose vulnerable children to inconsistent academic support. Children being raised by grandparents often need extra academic or emotional support. Moving them 
to a different school risks interruptions in specialized programs, individualized plans, and trusted mentoring relationships.
9. It deepens feelings of displacement and instability in already fragile situations. Children living with grandparents sometimes come from difficult backgrounds. 
Redistricting adds yet another layer of displacement that can worsen emotional insecurity.
10. It signals that older community members’ voices aren’t valued. Grandparents play a crucial role in school communities, but redistricting decisions often proceed without 
consulting those who are deeply invested — making us feel invisible despite our contributions.

If centennial lane elementary school is redistricted so that then our neighborhood kids go to another middle school and high school will mean that they spend more time 
getting to those schools and will be in classrooms with kids not from their local neighborhoods.  Right now our kids go to the middle school and high school that is the 
closest which makes sense time wise, availability of walking or biking to school and staying with the neighborhoods where they spend their time with friends. 

I feel that seniors should be grandfathered into their school, especially high school.  It does the student a disservice to go to a school 3 years and then in their 4th and last 
year have to move.

Communities are only just now recovering from the poorly executed redistricting of 2020 that did not use recommendations given by consultants and ignored public 
commentary with decisions made in a two week span right before a holiday. None of this respected Policy 6010 considerations and so I, (and many others), am concerned 
the same thing will be done this time with no regard for data and community continuity. I hope to be proved wrong. 

As a parent at Longfellow, with students most likely being redistricted to LoES, how will that impact class sizes? Will more teachers be allocated to go to LoES with an 
increase of students? 

Our community at Briarcliffe Lane has long been served by CLES, BMMS and CHS located within close and safe proximity to our homes. One of the primary reasons many 
of us chose to reside in this neighborhood was the direct access to these schools, which has fostered a strong sense of community, stability, and academic continuity for 
our children.  The potential redistricting of our neighborhood would negatively impact students' academic and emotional well-being, as they would be uprooted from 
established support systems, teachers, and peer groups.   This potential redistricting would increase commuting times and traffic congestion, posing logistical burdens and 
safety concerns for families and students.  I strongly against the redistricting of our neighborhood. 

Schools should not be at capacity or overcrowded if there are other school in the county with space available. This is a small county with decent schools. Definitely bus the 
kids! But, you have to be able to provide reliable transportation with ample routes and drivers. I'm considering moving my last child out of HCPSS because I'm tired of 
asking to get a reasonably bus stop change. It's just stupid and there's no logic behind making the change or adding a stop. It's unnecessary stress I no longer need every 
single school year.

I do not think students should have to travel far to receive an education. Students should be assigned to neighborhoods schools. If those schools are at capacity then 
housing development should pause until a plan is established to cover those students. Families choose to live near schools that they want their children to attend. I 
understand that some redistricting will be necessary but should be happening as frequent as it does now. Population growth/shifts, establishment of a new school are valid 
reasons for redistricting but should be looked at thoughtfully so that it does not cause capacity problems in the future. 
If redistricting is necessary, high school student should have the option to stay in their current school. High schoolers are developing relationships with teachers, joining 
clubs, sport teams, etc. These relationships and activities are an important part of high school, college applications, and other post college endeavors. I understand 
transportation can be a problem, it may be that families will need to provide transportation if they elect to stay at the current school. I believe that siblings should stay 
together, meaning that if the current high schooler is electing to stay at their original high school incoming siblings from the middle school should be able to go to that high 
school as well. 

All the Old Annapolis Road neighborhoods use the facilities, playgrounds and paths at Centennial Park.  Families along Old Annapolis often walk or carpool together to 
school, especially to/from extracurricular school activities and events. Our children share study groups, sports, and music lessons all along the Old Annapolis Road corridor. 
To redistrict any part of that corridor out of the Centennial School System would break up our larger Old Annapolis Road community.

Availability of GT and above grade classes

If a student lives very close to a school, they shouldn't have to travel far to another school.

Maintaining contiguous communities or neighborhoods is extremely important.
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Increase in distance between home and school would directly decrease amount of participation in after school activities. 

We are tired of being worried about our kids being reassigned to different High Schools every couple of years. A long term solution is necessary. We made our home 
purchase based on school assignment and the thought of having our kids reassigned is unnecessary stress. 

Thanks!

It is important for kids to attend schools in their neighborhoods to maintain a sense of community.

Our polygon, 132, was reassigned due to a last minute re-vote during the last redistricting process. This impromptu vote moved us from our neighborhood school, Clemens 
Crossing Elementary School, where we were walkers to Bryant Woods Elementary School as bus riders. It separated our small polygon from the rest of the Clemens 
Crossing neighborhood. Our son has had an excellent experience at Bryant Woods Elementary School. However, since the capacity of Bryant Woods Elementary will reach 
148%, we understand that redistricting may be necessary. We hope that if we are required to be redistricted again that it would be back to the contigious neighborhood 
elementary school, Clemens Crossing Elementary. 

Our polygon, 132, was reassigned due to a last minute re-vote during the last redistricting process. This impromptu vote moved us from our neighborhood school, Clemens 
Crossing Elementary School, where we were walkers to Bryant Woods Elementary School as bus riders. It separated our small polygon from the rest of the Clemens 
Crossing neighborhood. Our son has had an excellent experience at Bryant Woods Elementary School. However, since the capacity of Bryant Woods Elementary will reach 
148%, we understand that redistricting may be necessary. We hope that if we are required to be redistricted again that it would be back to the contigious neighborhood 
elementary school, Clemens Crossing Elementary. 

I believe that the Wooded Run and Landfair neighborhoods off of Owen Brown Rd. should be districted to Clemens Crossing instead of Bryant Woods. We are so much 
closer, even within a short walking distance. It doesn't make sense to us why to have the bus or drive kids all the way to an overcrowded school so far away. (Our address 
is on Shaded Leaf Ct). Thanks so much for the consideration 

Neighborhoods and walk zones should remain intact. 

1. Please consider postponing the boundary review since federal government are cutting, reorganizing, and making many changes, causing problems. Postponing the 
consideration would be more accurate and cause less anxiety in the community.
2. Second choice would be move the Pre-K program at Centennial Lane ES to other school, minimize the impact to the community.

Neighborhoods must be kept together. Given all of the issues with busses, maintaining walk zones should be a top priority. Instead of redistricting and causing turmoil for 
families, move the pre-K program from Centennial Lane Elementary to Longfellow Elementary. 

Our Briarcliffe Ln neighborhood is a small and tightly knit neighborhood that is deeply integrated with the community at Centennial Park, Centennial Elementary, Burleigh 
Manor Middle, and Centennial High. We drive past these schools, (not others), on a daily basis and our children have grown up being told that’s where they’ll go to school.
Our neighborhood has a low number of school aged children and has not undergone any recent housing development. It may be more effective and less disruptive to focus 
on redistricting areas with recent new housing development.  

You need to maintain communities and feeder schools.  

I would like to offer the following comments regarding the current boundary review process:
	1.	I respectfully urge you to consider postponing the boundary review. The federal government’s ongoing budget cuts, reorganizations, and policy changes are creating 
significant uncertainty and disruption. Delaying the review would allow for a more stable and accurate assessment of community needs and help reduce anxiety among 
families during this period of instability.
	2.	If postponement is not feasible, I  recommend relocating the Pre-K program currently housed at Centennial Lane Elementary School to another nearby school. This 
adjustment could help minimize disruption and preserve continuity for the broader school community.
Thank you for your attention and thoughtful consideration of these concerns.

- We have close proximity to all Centennial schools: Our neighborhood is a 1.7 mile walk to Centennial Lane, a 1.4 mile walk to Burleigh Manor, and a 1.5 mile walk to 
Centennial HS. 
- We are part of the Old Annapolis Road community.  Our children and families are part of that community.The sole point of egress from our community is from Briarcliffe 
Lane onto Old Annapolis Road.  All the Old Annapolis Road neighborhoods use the facilities, playgrounds and paths at Centennial Park.  Families along Old Annapolis often 
walk or carpool together to school, especially to/from extracurricular school activities and events. Our children share study groups, sports, and music lessons all along the 
Old Annapolis Road corridor. To redistrict any part of that corridor out of the Centennial School System would break up our larger Old Annapolis Road community.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
     The items in question 4 are certainly difficult to rank since they are all important. Thank you for your work on this. 
     For my neighborhood and family, it's important to note that the exit from our street and neighborhood are onto Centennial Lane, at the traffic light right next to 
Burleigh Manor Middle School. We are currently walkers to both the middle school and high school. Changing our kids from walkers to being bused would put additional 
economic strain on the school system. If our polygon were to be redistricted, this would add to the number of buses needed, add to the traffic directly in front of those 
schools affecting safety of the students, add 45 minutes to an hour to our children's school days because of transport, and add to the county's cost of getting our children 
to and from school. If our children had to get bused to another school, those buses would be driving right by their current schools. Our backyards almost share a border 
with the school grounds. If the distance between our homes and the school were to increase, our participation in after school activities would decrease. So, geographically, 
keeping our neighborhood in the districts of Burleigh Manor Middle School and Centennial High School would be the most logical and most economical. 
     Also, because of the way our neighborhoods are situated, my children's closest friends are in the adjacent neighborhoods. Tearing them away from their current 
schools would be disruptive to their friendships and social bonds, which are so important for their development and psychological well-being. If we are not able to stay at 
our current schools, then my family will be electing to attend private school in order to obtain a sense of stability and security. 
     One of the things we love is the diversity in race, ethnicity and people's backgrounds that we have right on our street. I hope that we can continue to keep that sense 
of connection between our neighbors and neighborhoods. Splitting our polygon could destroy that. Redistricting our polygon would also cause a social separation from the 
neighborhood that we share roads with, since so much of our family interactions with the community arises within the schools and the connections that our children 
develop with their classmates and their friends. 
     Howard County has traditionally been a desirable place to live for families because of the great schools. When that becomes unstable, one of the biggest reasons to live 
here disappears. 

Hello, I live on Briarcliffe Lane and Old Annapolis Road is the sole road to get into and out of my neighborhood. My husband and I specifically moved to a neighborhood 
that is located within Ellicott City before we even had children because we wanted our future children to go to Ellicott City schools, not Columbia schools. We now have two 
young children, the oldest of which will start kindergarten in the fall of 2026, and we have very much engrained ourselves in the Old Annapolis community and are very 
invested in our neighborhood remaining where we are currently zoned, with children going to Ellicott City schools (Centennial Lane ES, Burleigh Manor MS, Centennial HS). 
All three schools are less than 2 miles from our home and a 5 minute drive or less, with there being only one stop light between us and all three schools. We could walk or 
bike there with our kids if we really needed to. Our family and neighbors frequently use the Centennial Park paths, playgrounds and facilities, along with the other 
neighborhoods along Old Annapolis Road. We are a community- we shop at the same grocery store, I know of kids from our neighborhood who carpool to school with 
children in other Old Annapolis neighborhoods and the Font Hill neighborhood- and we do not want to be broken up by being redistricted to Columbia schools. Although my 
children are not yet in school, we have already attended multiple events/activities at Centennial Lane ES with them, including the annual Spring Fair and basketball camps 
through Howard County Parks and Recs. When my son was not even 2 years old we took his picture in the lobby of Centennial Lane ES with the dolphin mascot and told 
him this was his future school. We are proud to live in Ellicott City and this identity would change if our kids were moved to Columbia schools. Please listen to our 
neighborhood and fellow Old Annapolis neighbors and do not change our school district! Thank you.

It is a joy for the communities along the Old Annapolis Road to walk to the sporting events at Burleigh Manor MS and Centennial High. 

We had three children that went to Centennial ES, Burleigh Manor MS and Centennial HS.
Two of those years we had a child in each school concurrently. As a stay-at-home mom, I frequently volunteered at all three schools and living in close proximity afforded 
me the time and convenience to do this. Living within the boundaries of the Little Patuxent River made it more accessible to the schools as well as their friends from the 
schools over the years.

1. Emphasis should be on keeping neighborhoods together and kids close to their local school.  Many of the kids had to deal with the challenges of COVID, and more 
disruption is the last thing they need.  In a resource-strained environment which will only become more challenging, introducing more bused students will only compound 
the challenges in terms of economic, and mental health.  We should be aiming for more walkers, than fewer. 
2. We are a truly highly diverse community - that is what makes this a great place to live, and is reflected in EVERY school in our district.  I fail to see how any of the 
schools have a problem with diversity, and would challenge anyone who says otherwise.  
3.  A more comprehensive assessment of all the schools should be conducted, including impacts from the planned school in Turf Valley, rather than focusing on the two 
clusters in scope.  
4.  A plan which results in more students being sent to a school further from home, will lead to more parents exercising other options (e.g. private school), which is 
becoming more feasible, and will lead to further decreased enrollment for HCPSS, and hence less funds from the state.  

Redistricting has a profound impact on children and families that is both seen and unseen.  When redistricting happens, some children are reassigned from their 
neighborhood schools to ones in distant areas. This transition can be extremely difficult.  A walkable, familiar school can be replaced by a long bus ride, separating children 
from their friends and the community they know. These changes disrupt the social connections that are vital to a child’s development and sense of belonging.
Most significantly, redistricting often breaks the bond between children and their local peers. When a neighborhood is redistricted to a geographically distant school, 
children may become socially isolated. They may be unable to safely walk to a friend’s house or participate in community play without a parent driving them—something 
not always feasible due to work or other responsibilities. This isolation can result in children having few, if any, friends—impacting their mental health in ways that may last 
for years.
Our family was personally affected during the last redistricting, and we saw firsthand how these changes can deeply hurt children. Mental health challenges among children 
are real and must be taken seriously.
We strongly urge you to minimize the number of students redistricted, and not redistrict families that recently had to endure it in the last 7 years. If redistricting is 
necessary, please prioritize keeping children in schools within or near their local communities so they can interact and build friendships with peers in nearby 
neighborhoods. Avoid reassigning children to schools where they would be geographic outliers—this creates undue social and emotional hardship. 
One of the primary reasons we chose to live in Columbia is the rich diversity—racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic—that enriches our schools, activities, and daily lives. We 
believe it is possible to maintain this diversity across the school system without placing undue strain on young children by uprooting them from their local communities.
All of the considerations in the question above are equally important.
Thank you.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
We are within walking distance to BMMS and Centennial HS. To move my children into another school would necessitate a new bus line which doesn't make sense as we 
are so close to CLES, BMMS and CHS and we would have to drive passed 2 of those schools to get to any other.  I am also very concerned about how this may impact my 
children's social groups.  We were residents of the Burleigh Manor community before moving into Kingsley Woods, my children's friends live in the Preserves and Burleigh 
Manor. I believe they'd suffer negatively in a different school and struggle to maintain friends. 

Thank you for this opportunity.  As a member of the Kingsley Woods development we have a strong connection to both the Preserves and Burleigh Manor with children 
regularly traveling among these areas of a close knit community.  We are concerned that any redistricting of these areas would greatly harm the community that exists 
here.  Our development, if redistricted would also become locked and surrounded on all sides by those attending alternate schools, isolating our few numbered children.  
It’s also important to note we are walkers to centennial high school currently, an alternate high school would incur unnecessary bussing. An alteration in elementary or 
middle school leveling only would spit our feeders with significant detriment to our students as they move through school levels.  Lastly, our development is extremely 
diverse racially and ethnically adding to the often sought diversity in the centennial school system.
I greatly appreciate the time spent reviewing our concerns as community members.  Thank you.

Find less disruptive alternatives to redistricting.

I respectfully ask the Superintendent and the Chair of the Board of Education—both of whom, to my understanding, were involved in the previous round of redistricting—to 
carefully evaluate whether that effort has truly achieved its intended goals over the past five years.
If the answer is yes, then why are we undergoing this process again? Shouldn’t redistricting be designed to last closer to ten years? The constant disruption of changing 
schools is harmful to a student's development and well-being during their critical growth years.
If the answer is no—because, for instance, a school’s enrollment has exceeded projections—then this demonstrates that the current approach, based on outdated or 
inaccurate forecasts, is not effective. In that case, it’s clear we need a new, more sustainable strategy to replace the current redistricting model. For example, instead of 
spending the budget on the redistricting process, those funds could be better used to expand over-utilized schools by investing in more sustainable facilities.
When my daughter was attending Northfield Elementary School, the previous redistricting resulted in our area losing school bus service. Although we lived just across the 
street from families whose children still had bus access, my daughter had to walk to school every day for the last four years of her elementary education. Now, five years 
later—after enduring the challenges of the pandemic, inflation, and federal government layoffs—we are facing yet another round of redistricting? 
Please focus your time and efforts on making meaningful and impactful improvements to the HCPSS education system. Avoid repeating tasks without thoroughly evaluating 
the outcomes of your previous work.  Thank you!

I experienced this once before in elementary school, and I really don’t want to go through it again in middle or high school. I want to stay with my friends and attend the 
same school as them. We enjoy going to school together and studying together. Please don’t go through with the redistricting for Burleigh Manor Middle School.

Being able to follow a sibling in school
Mental health and wellness
Getting used to new friends , teachers and schools creates anxiety and stress. It takes a tool on education as well.

PLEASE take into consideration the demographic characteristics of the student population. This is my #1 and main concern. I would like to see a diverse racial/ethnic 
population (meaning we do not have the majority of the school being one race), which is not the case at the school my children attend, particularly the elementary school. 
I also hope consideration of the socioeconomic population of the school also be considered. We are a title one school that already has a high FARMS population, and we do 
not need this to be increased. I have been so impressed with the teachers at all of these schools, but there is a bias in the community toward them, and I know many 
people who will move or put their children in private school to avoid having to go to these schools. My children have shared many concerns that student behavior interrupts 
learning for them. My teenage neighbor has shared that WLHS is considered by other high school students as one of the "poor four" in the county, meaning one of the 
poorest school. I'm strongly hoping this redistricting will help take the burden off some of our title 1 schools, and help diversify the population so we can have a more well-
rounded school, and lose the stigma that some schools are "bad" and some are "good".

As a member of the Briarcliffe community, we have close proximity to all Centennial schools: Our neighborhood is a 1.6 mile walk to Centennial Lane, a 1.3 mile walk to 
Burleigh Manor, and a 1.4 mile walk to Centennial HS. Our families are deeply rooted in the Old Annapolis Road community. It’s not just where we live, it’s where our 
children grow, learn, and build lifelong friendships.  Families throughout this area regularly use the facilities, playgrounds, and trails at Centennial Park, and many walk or 
carpool together to school and extracurricular activities. Our children share study groups, sports teams, and music lessons with others along Old Annapolis Road. To split 
our neighborhood from the Centennial School System would tear apart a community that has grown strong through years of shared experiences and support. It would 
separate children from their friends, disrupt established support systems, and break the bonds that make Old Annapolis Road more than just a place to live - it’s our home. 
Beyond the current redistricting initiative, I would also strongly urge the county to prioritize expanding the capacity of Centennial Lane Elementary School so that all 
students within the existing district boundaries can continue to be accommodated. Families choose to move to this area for the quality of the schools. It feels 
counterintuitive, even unfair, to now deny students access to the very facilities and education their families sought out and invested in.

The kids that feed to Centennial High and Burleigh Manor Middle School should remain at the Centennial Elementary School. Also, I strongly recommend moving pre K/ pre 
school to a more early childhood fitting school where they don’t take up the classrooms that were planned for the school aged kids. The county can find this effort. But 
they don’t belong with older kids and especially where there was no planning implemented for them to have a great learning environment- they are basically pushed into 
classes that were allocated to elementary school kids. BOE may consider working with other preschools and get the county to fund the selected children while they are in 
the preschool. 

Briarcliffe neighborhood is part of the centennial community and students from this community have been attending Centennial Lane Elementary for many years.  It is the 
closest school; students should not be bussed additional miles to go to another school.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Please have surveys and feedback from public at every step in this process 

My family lives in the Briarcliffe neighborhood, in Ellicott City. Our only means of access to the neighborhood is Old Annapolis Road, and we are a single stop light and 1.5 
miles away from Centennial High School, Burleigh Manor Middle, and Centennial Lane Elementary. 
Our neighborhood has adjacency to Centennial Park North, which is accessed via crosswalk, and is the common community area for all families in this corridor.  Friendships 
and community bonds have been built around community use of the park and the children of families continue these bonds by attending the same schools.  Even though 
my children are too young to attend school (ages 2 and 4) we have participated in many community events (Spring Fair at Centennial Lane, pancake breakfast and 
homecoming at the CHS, etc). We have made friends and bonds with other families around events such as this, and our children play together at the park.  Re-districting 
the Briarcliffe neighborhood will be detrimental to these bonds and the community friendships that have been established.
In addition, the address of the Old Annapolis corridor community is Ellicott City and our identity is that we live in Ellicott City. Dividing the community and re-districting the 
Briarcliffe neighborhood to Columbia schools will undermine the community identity and cohesiveness, as well as break up key community ties.

I hope keeping neighborhoods & communities together is prioritized as well as avoiding small feeds. For neighborhoods that are walkable to schools, the school is part of 
the community and I hope efforts are made to keep walkers at their schools - not just for these elementary schools, but for the middle & high schools too. 

Families often choose to buy homes based on the quality of the school district. Changing district boundaries after they’ve paid a premium for the property and continue to 
pay higher property taxes for the top quality of instruction and programs would be unfair to those families. 

It’s frequent for School redistricting. Overcrowded school problem has not really resolved yet.

Ranking the above issues is almost impossible. Ranking more than three things is impossible for people to do. However, with that said, all of the above is important and I 
trust the committee to prioritize what is best for our students. But it's hard to determine what that is. Certainly no one wants to ride a bus across town and if funding 
busses across town will take away money from programming, then it's not worth it. Certainly we want to balance the schools to the extent possible so that we do not have 
"poor" and "rich" schools but we also want schools that build communities and for everyone to feel welcome and valued in their schools. All of this takes work regardless of 
the decision about boundaries, but the boundary decision will inform what investments need to be made to ensure each school has the resources they need and each 
school welcomes all students. 
We personally live in a neighborhood that is very small yet is divided down the center for elementary school and as a result, no one knows each other. Then it happens 
again in middle school.  Then high school comes and everyone in our neighborhood is zoned for Wilde Lake HS but almost all of their peers from and friends from 
elementary and middle on our side of the neighborhood because we were zoned for Clemens, go to Atholton. As a result, everyone in our side of the neighborhood seems 
to (except our kids) enroll in JROTC, not because they want to do JROTC, but because they want to go to Atholton. As a result of the possible transfer, the point of having 
our neighborhood zoned to WLHS is pointless. We love WLHS but it is really hard on our kids that all their friends from elementary and middle left to go to Atholton. Our 
youngest is considering the JROTC application just to stay with her friends. I can't blame her. She's torn b/c she rightfully has Wilde Lake pride but also, understandably, 
would like to stay with her friends and go to a school that is not talked about so negatively. But most importantly, my older daughter chose to go to WLHS and then every 
single one of her friends from our neighborhood took a JROTC transfer. She was rightfully frustrated to be the only person she knew going into high school even though 
our whole neighborhood was zoned there. In short, as long as there is the ability to transfer for JROTC, dividing up our neighborhood only hurts the kids ability to get to 
know each other and have community schools. So, we can either have zoned schools or we can have transfers. As long as there is the ability to transfer to Atholton, 
apparently, it won't matter how you zone our neighborhood. 

I respectfully request that children who live within close proximity (school walkers) to the affected schools are allowed to continue attending their currently assigned 
schools (i.e. Centennial High School and Burleigh Manor).  Thank you.

I am writing to express strong concerns regarding the potential redistricting of students in the Kingsley Wood and Breconshire area. We respectfully request that this 
community be kept within its current school district. There are several critical reasons for this, aligned with the guiding principles of Policy 6010 and centered on the well-
being of our students and community:
    Mental Health and Wellness: Disrupting students' established environments can negatively impact mental health, especially when friendships and support systems are 
severed.
    Sibling Continuity: Families with multiple children may be forced to manage separate school schedules, which is burdensome and negatively impacts family unity and 
student success.
    Community Disengagement from Public Schools: Redistricting could push some families to seek private school options, as supported by current Executive Orders for 
school vouchers—potentially reducing public school funding and weakening community support.
    Risk of Harassment: Students moved into new schools in small numbers (below the 15% threshold outlined in Policy 6010) may be at greater risk for bullying or feeling 
like outsiders, which compromises their emotional and physical safety.
    Transportation and Safety: Increased busing through already congested areas will worsen traffic, particularly in front of schools, endangering both redistricted and 
current students.
    Reduced Participation in Activities: Longer travel distances will limit students' ability to engage in extracurricular programs, impacting their overall development and 
connection to school.
    Current Diversity Exists: Our neighborhood already represents a diverse mix of backgrounds, and further redistricting will not significantly alter or improve demographic 
representation.
    Social Disruption: Splitting this tight-knit neighborhood will isolate students from their closest friends and damage the social fabric that supports their healthy growth.
    Logistical Inefficiency: Our neighborhood’s only exit points—Breconshire and Centennial Lane—lead directly to the current schools. Any proposed redistricting would 
illogically require students to pass by their current school to reach another, increasing commute time and cost.
    Community Unity: Redistricting would fracture a well-connected and engaged neighborhood, reducing the sense of unity and collective investment in our local schools.
We urge the committee to consider these impacts thoughtfully and prioritize stability, safety, and cohesion for the Kingsley Wood and Breconshire area. Maintaining our 
current school alignment honors both the intent and letter of Policy 6010 and ensures the best outcomes for our children and community.
Thank you for your time and consideration.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
My son, now a 1st grader at Longfellow, is *so happy* going to school. (This is a boy who used to cry every day when getting dropped off at his preschool, where there 
was a very high staff turnover.) I truly believe his flourishing academic and social growth is because, at Longfellow, we have found a community that truly cares about 
each other: teachers, staff, students, parents. Consistency, I believe, is also key in providing a safe and nurturing environment. My hope would be to keep a student cohort 
together as long as possible. 

Overcrowding is a concern, and we need to avoid having schools that lack racial and socioeconomic diversity, because they lead to academic underperformance.

I have strong concern regarding any potential redistricting that would divide the Wheatfield neighborhood. Wheatfield is a small, close-knit community within Howard 
County and has long been regarded by its residents as a single, cohesive neighborhood. Unfortunately, during the 2020 school boundary review, several proposals 
suggested dividing Wheatfield at the small creek that runs through the area. This division would be arbitrary and does not reflect the lived reality of the neighborhood. 
There is no clear or logical separation within Wheatfield that would justify splitting it into different districts, and any such action would undermine the integrity of our 
community.
In 2020, Wheatfield was impacted by boundary changes, which reassigned us from Waterloo Elementary to Veterans Elementary. While this change made practical 
sense—Veterans had the capacity and is within walking distance of our homes—it was still a significant adjustment for our families and students. Since then, our children 
have worked hard to establish new friendships, adapt to new environments, and recover from the educational and social disruptions caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
To subject our children to another round of cohort changes—just five years later—would be incredibly disruptive. Many of them are still regaining their academic footing 
and rebuilding their emotional resilience. Forcing them to start over again by reassigning their peers and splitting up their support systems would only set back their 
progress and further burden their mental health.
I respectfully urge the county to preserve the unity of the Wheatfield community in any upcoming redistricting plans. Keeping our neighborhood together honors the 
principles of community integrity, educational stability, and student well-being.

Living in an area where there are literally 3 possible different options to be reassigned - we are 1/4 mile from 3 different assignments, it would be helpful to understand 
how the borders are drawn.  It seems as though new developments should not automatically assign to a closer school, cutting us out from the current community we have 
built (K and 2nd grader...2nd and 4th when this change occurs).  As stated at the Swansfield open session on 4/28 where I was present, the data points should be 
weighted, not arbitrarily assigned to make decisions. There were stated examples that entire apartment complexes are all sent to the same school to avoid disruption of all 
the factors (community, bussing, etc). What makes an apartment complex unique from a condos or single family homes who are split literally across a street to different 
schools?  My husband and I bought our home 7 years ago, whereby this is the 2nd reassignment. The more this happens, the more likely we are to look at moving 
elsewhere.  

We live in Polygon 173. We are concerned with how redistricting will cause create logistical issues with bus transport. There are only 2 exits out of the neighborhood via 
Breconshire Rd to Centennial Lane. At one exit is CLES, the other is BMMS and CHS. Transporting kids out of Breconshire to other schools will LITERALLY PASS EITHER 
CLES/BMMS/CHS. This would cause school buses to criss-cross and stop for each other at each bus stop. This is highly inefficient. 
Secondly, have we considered that redistricted families may choose to go to private schools instead? the 2019 redistricting led to less public school enrollment, while 
private schools gained share. HoCo school enrollment is flat, when it was projected to growThis led to less state funding for school programs. Is this what we want? 
Redistricted students do not automatically enroll in their new school. 

1) The southern end of CLES district that seems like the focus area in this review process is also end closest to Burleigh Mannor Middle and Centennial High School. 
Boundary adjustments that would remove areas right around BMMS/CHS from CLES feed into those schools would not be inappropriate and inconsistent with Board policy 
6010. 
2) There appears to be capacity of  < 100% in some of the elementary districts in northern side of CLES district. If goal is to get CLES below 100% in most logical fashion, 
why aren't those districts also in scope? 
3) Part of the reason that CLES appears over capacity by so much was the reduction in CLES' capacity rating a couple of years ago. Using the old capacity number, CLES 
would be close to 110% capacity limit in outer years with project small decline. It feels like CLES redisricting process is a bureaucratic creation, with the old capacity rating 
more consistent with the reality of the past 10 years of CLES. 

I am in sixth grade at Burleigh Manor Middle School. I am really hoping I don't have to switch schools. That would mean that I wouldn't get to see my best friends 
anymore. I like walking home from school with my friends, and I am also looking forward to biking to school next year. One of my favorite teachers is Mr. Dubbs. He 
teaches band, and he already knows me. I would like to continue to be in band with him as my teacher. 

I think keeping as many neighbors together to their closest schools is most important.
And look into how to prevent changes from happening in the near future. 
Provide more funding/staff/resources to schools that need it more (ie those with low socioeconomic profiles) as opposed to just moving households around to make things 
more equal. 

Please keep the children together

We just moved to Howard County in August and to a particular neighborhood for the sole reason of the schools. I understand that the boundaries change. However, it 
seems that in the last boundary change some voices had unfair advantages based upon privilege. I trust that all teachers, administrators, and staff are doing their best to 
create effective learning environments, but the differences among the schools (particularly the high schools) make this process highly contentious. I hope efforts will be 
made to not only change boundaries but equalize schools in other outcomes.

We live in burleigh manor neighborhood and we are walking distance to centennial es, burleigh manor middle and centennial high school. Have the kids in burleigh manor 
neighborhoods be walkers but don’t redistrict us to schools farther away when we are so close to these particular schools 
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
We are literally a 12 house walk to centennial lane elementary. When my kids went there they took a bus so them didn’t have to cross centennial lane. Now there is a cross 
walk and all of the kids on Bristol Channel are happy to walk the dozen houses to school.
Thank you for your consideration 

Student Well-Being and Development
Disruption of Support Systems: Many students have formed strong bonds with teachers, counselors, and peers. Moving them now risks emotional stress and loss of 
academic momentum.
Loss of Access to Activities: A longer commute may limit after-school participation in sports, clubs, and tutoring — all key to social and personal growth.
Family and Safety Impact
Sibling Separation: Splitting siblings across schools adds stress and logistical strain to families already managing complex schedules.
Loss of Community Walkability: Taking children who currently walk to their local community school and busing them to a school in a different neighborhood is not just 
inefficient — it imposes a real burden. In an area where many families have two working parents, this change makes daily routines harder, increases reliance on childcare, 
and adds unnecessary costs.
Transportation and Safety Risks: Increased traffic around reassigned schools raises safety concerns for walkers, bikers, and drop-offs. Some bus routes would even pass 
current schools to reach new ones, creating inefficiencies and frustration.
Policy and Community Concerns
Policy 6010 Threshold: The plan affects a group below the 15% threshold required for redistricting, suggesting it may not meet the district’s own criteria.
Community Disruption: Schools are at the heart of our neighborhoods. This plan would fracture long-standing relationships and community support systems.
Public System Impact: Some families, feeling displaced, may turn to private options — a shift that could reduce public school enrollment and funding over time.

It seems vague how these factors are individually and collectively applied. Seems like it provides enough flexibility to support any outcome.

Thank you for your efforts to achieve the best outcomes possible for the students and families of HCPSS.
I support both the efficient use of available resources county wide, and efforts to achieve socioeconomic equity in the public school system. That said, my understanding is 
that the public school system has been losing students to private schooling in recent years, as is true in many parts of the country, and I fear that redistricting has the 
potential to accelerate that process in Howard County - which won't serve the interests of a strong public school system.
I know that many families in my neighborhood will seriously consider the private school route, if we are redistricted from walking to our local middle and high schools this 
year, to being bussed to significantly more distant schools. The busses would literally need to pass right in front of our current schools in order to take our children 
anywhere else, increasing traffic congestion, creating additional risk, making after school activities more difficult. Probably other downsides that I'm not even considering.
For my family, on a more personal note - my son is first chair on his instrument in band, and would be heartbroken to be forced to leave the outstanding BMMS/CHS band 
and orchestra programs. And, of course, my children have many friends, including their best friends, who are just far enough away in our district to make it unlikely that 
they will all get redistricted, causing horrible disruptions to our community ties.
There are no easy answers to the problems facing public education, but I would encourage you to minimize disruption through the use of redistricting as a solution.

I have a couple opinions about redistricting for students in HCPSS. First, for me and many students, getting redistricted is going to a farther school from their home. This 
means they have to wake up much earlier to make it to school on time. This could affect how much students are sleeping every day. This time consuming ride to the school 
will force many students to cancel their after school activities and leave them little time to study. This may lead to students not performing well in school academically and 
they may not have time to do things that make them happy or give them rest.
Second, many students already have groups of friends at their current schools. Moving could mean they have to make new friends and this will be hard to some people. 
Being alone at a new school is a challenge for lots of kids including me. Starting fresh at a new school will mean navigating a brand new place. This is challenging for many 
students and it will take a while for them to adjust to a new place.

I think demographic characteristics of geographic areas, and the value of preserving them so they are reflective in local school representation, should not be overlooked.

It is important to have students in the areas surrounding school to continue to go to that school.  Students within a 2-3 mile radius should remain at the "local" school.  
This helps to maintain neighborhoods and builds communities.

Some of the above options seem vague and run counter to what is the definition of a neighborhood school -- a stable, contiguous community. After having attended 
numerous birthday parties, extracurricular activities, and school functions with other families across our cluster, it would be a shame to be forcibly removed. Please don't 
redistrict us.

We moved to Columbia in 2019, and we were eager to better know the community once we got settled in. Then the pandemic hit, and getting to know the community 
better wasn't really something we could do much of. Once restrictions were eased, we were practically starting from scratch. So when our son started attending Longfellow 
in 2023 and we got to know the teachers and other families, we began to feel like we were part of a community. He's thrived at Longfellow, making friends and excelling at 
school, a stark contrast to his frustrating and disjointed Pre-K experience. He even joined the Harper's Choice Challenge swim team, the first sports team he's really been 
on, and we met more wonderful families in our community. We were so excited to move to Columbia, and after 6 years, we now finally feel like we're part of a community. 
I know you're dealing with capacities and efficiencies, but I would ask you to consider the situations of families like ours. Longfellow is our son's community, is our 
community, and we'd hate for him to have to start over somewhere new, yet again. Thank you.

This “redistricting” process always reminds me of the days when I was bussed 45 minutes to school only to try and force the white students to integrate with the African 
American students.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
I am a child and adolescent psychologist working in Howard County. Over the past decade I have been a champion of equity in our community, especially in the healthcare 
domain. I have been a member of the Howard County Mental Health Advisory Council since 2018. In partnership with the Horizon Foundation I established integrated 
primary care services in numerous pediatric practices in our county and by 2023 approximately 42,700 youth had access to a behavioral health provider in their 
pediatrician’s office.  I am a member of the Local Children’s Board and volunteered many hours of my time this week to participate in a workgroup focused on mental 
wellness of black and brown boys in our county. I fully agree with BoE that every student deserves a school that is fair and inclusive and that balancing enrollment is 
important. However, we disagree about the best way to achieve these goals. There are many paths to ensuring all students have the resources they need to graduate 
prepared for success after high school AND many paths (many of which are systemic) to eliminating oppressive systems contributing to the spread of poverty in 
concentrated areas of our community. I strongly recommend redistricting not be one of them. 
A major flaw in the redistricting approach is the need for periodic redistricting, to reduce resegregation. In the past 7 years alone HCPSS redistricted 62 schools (in 2018, 
2020, and 2023). If my math and research are correct, this involves redistricting 10,200 youth. Now the board is planning to redistrict for the fourth time within a decade. 
Children should not be moved from one attendance area to another like pawns on a chessboard. ALL children need and have a right to stability. In my role as a child and 
adolescent psychologist I repeatedly see firsthand the negative impact of redistricting on youth mental health. Just last week I saw a patient who was redistricted in 2020 
and is still suffering socially and emotionally as a result. Since 2018 I have treated approximately 2,000 youth. The vast majority are HCPSS students and I can say not a 
single one shared positive feelings about redistricting in the past seven years. For a school system that claims to value student mental health through school-based mental 
health services and initiatives meant to foster a sense of belonging, I have difficulty comprehending the extent to which redistricting is viewed as a solution to our 
community’s challenges. 
At the very least, youth social networks are significantly disrupted by redistricting. Countless times youth sought my support because they developed a close and healthy 
friendship (which is difficult for many young people to develop and maintain) only to lose that friendship because their school was a sending school. Although 10,200 
children have been redistricted in recent years, the impact on youth is much wider because nearly every student at a sending school is being separated from at least one 
friend. That friend might have been their go-to recess buddy or the classmate they like to partner with for group work or their first romantic partner or their best friend 
since kindergarten or a new friendship that started after unhealthy friendships ended (Im alluding here to social aggression often seen among girls in 4th to 10th grade). I 
cannot stress enough the value of positive peer relationships in child and adolescent development. I was unable to find a published scientific study specifically evaluating 
psychosocial outcomes of redistricting, but studies on expected school transition periods (such as the 2023 systematic review article by Sundqvist et al examining the 
transition from elementary to middle school) recommend preventing disruptions in social networks. 
I would like to share one more paragraph regarding anxiety. I didnt realize there is a space limit. Please look for my additional thoughts in a second survey, either under 
my name (Jessica Winkles) or daughter (Naomi Lawton). Thank you!

Just moments ago I submitted the majority of my thoughts as a child and adolescent psychologist in howard county. I did not realize there is a space limit, so Im 
submitting my final thoughts here. Thank you for your time and consideration. 
Redistricting not only causes a major disruption to social networks, but also leads to a feeling of loss of control because the school change is forced upon youth. I see a 
very wide range of behavioral health concerns within pediatric primary care ranging from sleep issues to suicide attempts to ADHD to trauma. The most frequent reason 
youth in our primary care practice of 13,500 seek a behavioral health consult is anxiety. Anxiety is at the highest level psychologists have ever seen among kids and teens. 
Nationally, 1/3 of youth will have an anxiety disorder prior to their 13th birthday. THIRTY-EIGHT percent of all girls develop an anxiety disorder. The most common forms 
of anxiety in youth are separation anxiety (concerns that harm may occur to themselves or the people they care about when apart), generalized anxiety (wide range of 
worries often about the unknown or future events), social anxiety (worries about negative evaluation and judgement by others), and specific phobia (such as fear of 
vomiting or fear of vaccines). At the root of any form of anxiety is the thought “something bad is going to happen.” It would be unusual for someone with generalized 
anxiety, social anxiety, or separation anxiety to be forced into a new situation beyond their control (whether a new camp by their parents or a new school by the school 
board) and not suffer from high levels of distress. For some youth, this distress leads to absenteeism. Child psychologists often refer to school absenteeism as “school 
avoidance” because while many factors may influence absenteeism, MOST situations involve anxiety and a hallmark sign of anxiety is avoidance. If HCPSS wants to reduce 
absenteeism and address the “youth mental health crisis,” they should focus on educational equity solutions beyond redistricting. 
At the very least, HCPSS should conduct a study on the psychosocial impacts of redistricting prior to any further redistricting. May is Mental Health Awareness Month and 
next week is Children’s Mental Health Awareness Week. Please remember the importance of stability for the social-emotional wellness of ALL youth in Howard County while 
developing your plans this month. I would be happy to discuss my thoughts and lived experiences as a psychologist in the community with anyone on the board. 

I do not understand "more than once within a school level".  Please limit frequency of reassignments by top long-range projections; my daughter (and likely many, many 
other students) does not adjust well academically to change.

I like walking to school with my friends from around my neighborhood. We want to stay together. It's a 3 minute walk to school.

As the parent of a student who currently attends Centennial High School as well as a rising freshman who will also be attending Centennial High School (coming from a 
local private school) I would have to say that it would be heart breaking to have our kids continuity of community stripped from them. As we are residents in the Kingsley 
Woods neighborhood our kids are all within walking distance to their respective schools CLES, BMMS and CHS. We feel that there has to be better options for addressing 
the capacity needs of the community and CLES. We have seen that another ES is to be built (Turf Valley ES) which could possibly help with potential capacity issues. Our 
community is very diverse I would venture to say it is likely one of the  most diverse in the county. Our kids also participate in after school activities all of which would be 
drastically compromised if redistricting is approved. Thank you for allowing us to share a little bit about perspective on the possibility of redistricting.

As the parent of a current Centennial High School student and a rising freshman who will soon join from a local private school, I would find it heartbreaking to see our 
children's sense of community disrupted by redistricting. Living in the Kingsley Woods neighborhood, our children are fortunate to be within walking distance of their 
schools—CLES, BMMS, and CHS. This close-knit connection fosters stability, friendships, and active participation in school life. We believe there must be better solutions to 
address capacity challenges at CLES. With the planned construction of Turf Valley Elementary, there is an opportunity to alleviate some of the pressure without impacting 
established communities. Our neighborhood is also one of the most diverse in the county, and this diversity enriches the school environment. Furthermore, our children's 
involvement in after-school activities would be significantly affected by redistricting. Thank you for allowing us to share our perspective on this important issue.

The consideration above that begins "Number of students reassigned" is unclear to me, but in general I feel that it would be best to reassign as few students as possible so 
as to maintain the sense of community that schools work hard to develop.
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Survey responses: other concerns.

Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Don’t relieve high performing schools unless the relief is significant. Going from 118% to 110% doesn’t justify the disruption. The disruption to the school will negatively 
impact school performance and cohesion. Plus the long term estimates don’t indicate that CLES needs to be adjusted. 

I live in the Briarcliffe neighborhood. All three kids benefitted from attending CLES, BMMS and CHS and made lifelong friends as this is our COMMUNITY. We live close 
enough to walk, and we feel that these schools are located where we live, bike and grocery shop and it is important to keep our kids in our community school. Also, our 
Briarcliffe neighborhood is in Ellicott City, and we should not be redistricted to a Columbia school as we are not a part of the Columbia community. Please do not redistrict 
the Briarcliffe neighborhood. Thank you.

We are a mixed race, mixed religion family of 5 with 3 middle and high school kids in Kingsley Woods. We have been in the CLES, BMMS, CHS community for more than 10 
years. We stuck with the community through military deployments and transition from active duty to retired military. We bought our home, at great expense and following 
significant financial planning, in Kingsley Woods in 2023 in order to continue our participation in this community and lock our kids on their path through BMMS and CHS. 
We had put two kids in private school and brought them all back to HCPSS because of the high quality of BMMS and CHS education, sports and music programs and the 
wonderful diversity of families enrolled. We value the feeling of community and safety here and assumed that being closer to the schools would help us retain that. It 
makes no sense for us to own a home in walking distance to these schools and pay the taxes we do and accept our kids spending hours per week being bussed to another 
community. Faced with that outcome, we definitely would look to go back to the private school but before that, we would seek legal counsel to maintain the access to our 
local school which we've earned and to protect our home equity. In speaking with our neighbors, many are of a very similar mind. We understand the difficult situation for 
all HCPSS schools and neither the board nor the families should accept having kids learn in overcapacity conditions. Solving this problem should be the focus of all 
activities. The desires of higher diversity and socioeconomic balance are valid desires, but these should not be driving changes that affect the safety, sense of community 
and quality of life of our students and families. We encourage the board to use the community engagement to establish a proper planning cycle for a 50 year school plan. 
This plan should identify the proper capital investments that are needed and orient the property tax collection program to achieve this. Approvals to build out 
neighborhoods should then follow. It seems the process is running in the opposite direction and every single family is subsequently negatively impacted. I believe most 
communities would accept a change in their tax obligation and more stability and predictability as a ready alternative to this too frequent redistricting activity. It is 
maddening that HCPSS is redistricting every 5 years. How can any community accept this level of disorganization and change which affects the health and safety of our 
children and the value of our greatest financial investment? As far as the current problem of forecast overcrowding and some facilities quickly going to overcapacity, I think 
the board should seek temporary commercial solutions. There is unused commercial office space in the community. Use your powers to transfer and bus kids who's families 
are willing to accept temporary changes to put them in safe, secure, climate controlled environments. The families who can accept this would be pre-K and early 
elementary school kids as well as early middle school kids. These are kids who must make a transition so please make use of that must. You must give deference and 
reduce the impact to latter middle and high school kids who go through a great deal of social and performance pressure and are preparing to become adults in our world. 
The frequent redistricting is turning communities against one another, creating a competitive structure which favors the wealthy and those who can organize political and 
legal arguments. This is not the making of a properly diverse and responsible school system focused first on education. Please take your difficult responsibility head on with 
proper long-term planning and use the community engagement for this purpose. Otherwise, we will have no choice but to leverage our own powers within a wealthy 
community to see our kids and home are properly protected. We look forward to assisting the HCPSS to find the least disruptive and best longterm soluti

Hardship of having to move again because your child is redistributed to a different school

Better mental/health/time control for students and help parents with financial and stress need.

Demographic Characteristics should have no bearing on a redistricting process. If the schools feel that they are over capacity they should work to efficiently relocate to 
neighboring schools. Busing kids around to support equity goals diminishes outcomes for the impacted students. 

The district should consider moving the pre-k program from Centennial ES as many of the kids are not from the Centennial community. This would free up additional 
classroom space which will allow the community to stay together and not be redistricted.  

We have close proximity to All centennial school. Our neighborhood is a 1.4 mile walk to Burleigh manor middle school, 1.5 mile walk to centennial High school and 1.7 
mile walk to Centennial lane elementary school. 
Our neighborhood has experienced minimal new housing development affecting school enrollment and has a relatively lower number of school aged children, so 
redistricting our neighborhood is unlikely to significantly alleviate broader school utilization concerns. 
The sole point of egress from our community is onto Old Annapolis road. We are part of the community and our children share study groups, sports and extra curricular 
lessons together all along the Old Annapolis Corridor. To redistrict any part would break up our larger community. 
We believe prioritizing renovations in the Centennial lane elementary and High schools should precede any disruptive redistricting.

We specifically purchase older, less desirable and more expensive homes in these areas with the expectation that we will have a return on investment on education.
We are located within 1.2 miles of the Elementary school and 0.2 miles of the middle and high school. All of these are walkable. We should not be impacted by redistricting 
and vehemently oppose it. 
I would argue, islands outside of our neighborhoods that are in these school districts should be bussed to other districts instead of breaking up our close knit communities.
Thank you for your support!

I respectfully ask that the Centennial Woods neighborhood remain zoned for Centennial Lane Elementary School. We live just 1.2 miles from CLES—almost walking 
distance—and our children benefit from attending school with neighborhood friends and older students they look up to. Our neighborhood is tightly knit, and the kids here 
grow up walking to school together and moving through the same school system—CLES, Burleigh Manor Middle, and Centennial High—all of which are within walking 
distance from our homes. This change would disrupt a close, diverse community and place an unnecessary burden on families. Please kindly consider keeping our 
neighborhood at CLES.

To effectively address the root cause of the school capacity issue, it is imperative to firmly advocate against the county’s overdevelopment, even though this may not fall 
directly under HCPSS’s purview.
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Please list any other thoughts or concerns about the Policy 6010 considerations. 
Students that are in walking distance of their current school should not be re-zoned to a school that requires them to wake up earlier and travel further to take a bus, 
which also impacts the transportation budget.

Ensuring that students can continue walking to their local schools should be a top priority for HCPSS. Walking to and from school offers invaluable benefits—boosting 
mental health, fostering independence, and strengthening connections within the community. At a time when federal, state, and county budgets are facing serious 
constraints, it’s more important than ever for HCPSS to invest wisely. Spending limited funds on unnecessary bus transportation not only undermines these benefits but 
also diverts resources away from the core mission of providing a high-quality education. Redistricting at all 3 schools levels should be avoided at ALL COSTS due to severe 
disruption to students' education.

I looked for a place live based on schools. We were already redistricted 3 years ago in the area that now goes to Marriott’s Rodge High school. I don’t want my daughter to 
have go through more changes when school is hard enough. I do not want my child’s school to be redistricted.
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