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The Howard County Public School System 
10910 Route 108 ·Ellicott City, Mary/a,nd21042-6198 (410) 313-66(X) EXCEIJENCE 

IN TFAQUNG& LF.ARNlNG 

Octo ber 29, 2004 

Re: Boar d Member Par lic ipation in Voting; Children Enrolled in the System 

Dear 

On behalf of the Ethics Panel, I am responding to your Reque st for an Advisory 
Opinion asking whether a Board member whose ch ildren attend the Howard Count y Publi c 
Schoo l System may pa.t1icipatc and vote in boundary line decisions that come before the 
Board of Educalion. The Ethic s Panel reviewed your request and voted unanimou sly that the 
Ethics Reg ul~tion s of the Board of Educa tion do not prohibit a Board member whose 
children attend the schoo l syste m from participating and voting in boundary line decisio ns. 

In its deliberations, the Pan e l considered all of the pro vis ion s of the Ethics 
Regula tions , most parti cularly the "prestige of office" provisions, and determined that there 
is no prohibition on a Board member participating in boundary line decision s eve n when his 
or her children are enroll ed in the sc hoo l system and may be affected by the se deci sion s. The 
Panel does, how ever, strongly recommend that any Board member whose child will or may 
be affect ed by a boundary line vote disclo se that possi bility on the record at some point prior 
to voting . 

Th e Panel thank s you for bringing thi s inquir y to the Pane l for a resp onse, espec ially 
in advan ce of any Board act ion on the matter. 

Sincerel y, 

~~/vlfe___ 
John Szabo 
Chairman 
Ethics Panel 
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cc: Ethics Panel 


