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Assessment Alignment



Assessments
• Measures	of	Academic	Progress	(MAP)

• Cognitive	Abilities	Test	(CogAT)

• Partnership	for	Assessment	of	Readiness	
for	College	and	Careers	(PARCC)

• High	School	Assessments	(HSA)

• PSAT,	SAT

• ACT



Testing Windows
• Found on HCPSS calendar

� Online typically requires 4-6 week window
� Paper limited to 2 week window

• Individual students only test a few days 
within the window

• Schools select days



Elementary & 
Middle



Be	on	the	lookout	for	
bullying.

CogAT
• Students

– Grade	3	&	5

• Administration
– Early	December
– Paper	booklets

• Purpose
– Identification	for	Gifted	and	Talented	classes
– Determine	student	aptitude



CogAT Verbal Battery 

• The Verbal Battery measures flexibility, 
fluency, and

adaptability in reasoning with verbal 
materials and in solving verbal problems. 
These reasoning abilities play an important 
role in reading comprehension, critical 
thinking, writing, and virtually all verbal 
learning tasks. 



CogAT Quantitative Battery 

• The Quantitative Battery measures 
quantitative

reasoning skills; flexibility and fluency in 
working with quantitative symbols and 
concepts; and the ability to organize, structure, 
and give meaning to an unordered set of 
numerals and mathematical symbols. These 
reasoning skills are significantly related to 
problem solving in mathematics and other 
disciplines.



CogAT Nonverbal Battery 



Be	on	the	lookout	for	
bullying.

CogAT & GT
6th Grade	Eligibility	Ranges
• Math:	Quantitative-Nonverbal	Composite	(QN)

– 92nd-99th percentile	GPR
• English:	Verbal

– 90th-99th percentile	GPR
• Social	Studies:	Verbal-Nonverbal	Composite	(VN)

– 90th-99th percentile	GPR
• Science:	Verbal-Quantitative-Nonverbal	Composite	
(VQN)
– 91st-99th percentile	GPR



Be	on	the	lookout	for	
bullying.

MAP
• Students

– Grades	1-8

• Administration
– Fall,	Winter,	Spring
– Online,	Adaptive

• Purpose
– Monitor	student	growth	over	time
– Inform	classroom	instruction
– Determine	college	and	career	readiness	
progress



Be	on	the	lookout	for	
bullying.

MAP – RIT Score

• RIT	stands	for	Rasch unIT

• Equal-interval	scale

• Measures	growth	over	time

• Independent	of	grade	level

“A	RIT	is	a	RIT	is	a	RIT”

• Fall,	Winter	(optional),	Spring



Be	on	the	lookout	for	
bullying.

MAP - Adaptive
First question is at the median level for that particular grade. As the test 
progresses, it will get better at identifying the appropriate level for each student. 



Be	on	the	lookout	for	
bullying.

MAP – Test Types

• MAP	Primary	Grades	(MPG),	2-5,	and	6+

• 5th	grade	G/T	and	Above	Grade	Level	

Math	take	6+

• RIT	dip	can	occur

when	students

transition	to

higher	tests



Be	on	the	lookout	for	
bullying.

MAP – Reports



Be	on	the	lookout	for	
bullying.

MAP – Reports



MAP	for	Primary	Grades	Example



MAP	for	Primary	Grades	Example



Grades	2-5	Examples



Grades	2-5	Examples



Be	on	the	lookout	for	
bullying.

PARCC
• Students

– Grade	3-11
• Administration

– Spring
– Online

• Purpose
– Measure	a	students	yearly	progress	towards	
college	and	career	readiness

– Accountability	for	district,	school	and	state	
programs



Changes in Assessment Design

TESTING THEN
❑ Multiple	Choice
❑ Memorization
❑ Information	Without	Context

TESTING	NOW
❑ Read,	Write,	Reflect
❑ Analyze,	Show	Results
❑ Information	in	Real-World	Context



Math:	Grade	3	Sample	Item

• This	a	fairly	traditional	 fraction	task	in	a	
computer-based	 setting.	

• Unlike	traditional	multiple	choice,	it	is	difficult	
to	guess	 the	correct	answer	or	use	a	choice	
elimination	strategy	and	there	 is	more	than	one	
correct	 solution.	

• Unlike	paper	and	pencil	tests,	students	can	
create	a	visual	representation	 even	though	the	
task	is	scored	automatically.	



Math:	Grade	3	Sample	Item

• Second	part	of	multi-step	problem,	and,	unlike	traditional	multiple	choice,	it	
is	difficult	 to	guess	the	correct	answer	or	use	a	choice	elimination	strategy.	



Math:	High	School	Sample	Item

§ Item	has	two	possible	 solutions
§ Students	have	to	recognize	 the	nature	of	the	equation	to	know	how	to	solve
§ Technology	prevents	guessing	and	working	backward



ELA/Literacy:	Grade	7	Sample	Item

§ Students	 read	the	text	that	introduces	 the	topic
§ Items	are	designed	 to	help	students	gather	information	from	the	texts	to	

lead	to	the	final	writing	prompt
§ Items	require	different	 types	of	responses	 to	allow	students	 to	demonstrate	

a	command	of	evidence	with	complex	texts	



Part	A:	Highlight	the	claim	that	is	supported	 by	the	most	relevant	and	sufficient	 facts	within	
“Earhart’s	Final	Resting	 Place	Believed	 Found.”

Part	B:	Click	on	two	facts	within	the	article	that	best	provide	evidence	to	support	the	claim	
selected	 in	Part	A.	

ELA/Literacy:	Grade	7	Sample	Item

Claims

Earhart	and	Noonan	lived	as	castaways	on	Nikumaroro Island.

Earhart	and	Noonan’s	plane crashed	into	the	Pacific	Ocean

People	don’t	really	know	where	Earhart	and	Noonan	died.	



ELA/Literacy:	Grade	7	Sample	Item



PARCC Results

29

• PARCC performance levels describe how well students 
met the academic expectations
– Level 5: Exceeded expectations
– Level 4: Met expectations
– Level 3: Approached expectations
– Level 2: Partially met expectations
– Level 1: Did not yet meet expectations

• The Maryland State Board of Education is determining the 
level or score that will be counted as proficient
– Note: Only participation is required for 2014-2015 and 2015-2016





Graduation Requirements
Course Requirement

Algebra	I

Enrolled	 in	Algebra I	course	
prior	to	the	2016–17	school	year

Score	for	Algebra	PARCC
or	Algebra	I	HSA*

Enrolled	 in	Algebra	I	course	for	the	first	time	
during the	2016–2017	school	year Pass	Algebra	I	PARCC

English	10

Enrolled	 in	English	 10	course	
prior	to	the	2016–17	school	year

Score	for	English	 10	
PARCC

or	English	 10	HSA*
Enrolled	 in	English	 10	course	for	the	first	time	
during	 the	2016–2017	school	year Pass	English	 10	PARCC

Biology/
Science

Completed	 Biology	course	during	or	prior	to	the	
2016-2017	school	year

Pass	Biology	HSA	or	
participate	 during	the	
2016-2017	school	year

Completed	 Biology	course	after	the	
2016-2017	school	year

Participation	 in	Integrated	
Science	Assessment	

(after	designated	 courses)

Government

Entered	Grade	9	prior	to	the	2013–2014	school	
year None

Entered	 	Grade	9	in	or	after	the	2013–2014	
school	year Pass	Government	HSA



Be	on	the	lookout	for	
bullying.

Additional Resources

• http://parcc.pearson.com
– PARCC	sample	items	and	practice	tests

• http://www.nwea.org/warmup/warmup_
start_educators_map.html
– MAP	Sample	items	and	overview

• http://www.hcpss.org/academics/testing/
– HCPSS	Testing	Program
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