HOWARD COUNTY

PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

Frequently Asked Questions
About
Early Admissionto Prekindagaten and Kindegaten

What isthe mandatory ageof school attendance for Prekindergarten and Kindergarten in
the state of Maryland?

According to the Codeof Maryland (COMAR) 13A.08.01.02, theagefor mandaory school
attendanceis asfollows:

¥A child admitted to the Prekindergarten program in the public school mug befour years
old or older on September 1 of the school year in which the child appliesfor entrance.

¥A child admitted to Kindegarten in the public school mug befive years old or older on
September 1 of the school year in which the child applies for entrance.

What isthe processfor applying for early admission to Prekindergarten and
Kindergarten?

Applicationsfor early admission can be obtained at any Howard County elementary school, on
the Howard County Public School System@ webste (www.hgpss.org), or from the Early
ChildhoodOffice at 410-3135693 Applicationsfor the 200809 school year mug be
podmarked nolater than March 14,2008.No exceptionswill be made*

(*A family who movesto Howard County after the deadline but before thefirst day of school
can request an assessment.)

What isthe mandatory ageof school attendancefor first gradein the state of Maryland?

Accordingto COMAR 13A.08.0102, a child admitted to thefirst gradein the public schools
mug besix years old or older on September 1 of the school year in which the child applies for
entrance.

What isthe processfor applying for early admission to first grade?

Each schooljurisdictionin Maryland has developed its own process for early admissionto first
grade In Howard County, thisis handled throughexisting acceleration procedures. For an
undeage student (afive year old) to be congdered for first grade, the student will first be placed
in kindegarten, the appropriate gradefor his or her age During placement in kindegarten, the
student will be observed and assessed to determineif therequest for acceleration to first grade
will begranted.
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If a child who does not turn six years old by September 1 attended a non-public school
kindergarten program, will he or she be abletoenroll in first grade?

Y es. During registration, the parent must providerecordstha demongrate the child® successful
yearlong paticipaionin aMSDE-approved nonpublic kindegarten program (see
http://www.msde state.md.ugnonpubic/nsab_directory/DisplayL ocationsasp?ounty=Howard
for approved programs).

During the school year, can a child who did not turn five years old by September 1 be
enrolled in the kindergarten program if he or sheisattempting to transfer?

¥If an undeage child istranderring from a kindergarten program in apublic schoolin
Maryland, the Howard County Public School System will verify tha the child was enrolled
unde early admission. After verification throughschool records thechild may continuein a
HCPSS kindeagarten.

¥If an undeage child istranderring from akindergarten in another state, the child may
continuein kindegarten pending receipt of schoolrecords In either circumstance, close
monitoring of the child@ progress will occur.

¥If an undeage child istrangerring from a nonpublic school kindergarten, the child will not be
allowed to enroll in aHCPSS kindegarten.

What isthetimelinefor early admission to Prekindergarten and Kindergarten?

Procedures Datels

Parent(s) submit application doauments Januay 31 - March 14, 2008
(induding Developmental Checklists)

Parent(s) receive notificationregardingtesting | February 19 BMarch 28,2008
appointment

Children take assessments March 10DMay 9, 2008

Parent(s) receive decision letters Week of May 12,2008

Parent(s) register children accepted for early As soonas possible following receipt
admission of the acceptance | etter

Children undego a 30-day tria period Augug 25 D September 23, 2008*

*These dates are subject to change when the 2008-09 Howard County Public School
System calendar is approved.

What happensduring the 30-day trial period?

Teache's observe the early admission students usng a set of school readiness indicators, and
make recommendaionsregarding the child@ continued enrollment based on successful
performance ontheindicators and general produdive classroomfundioning. Throughou the
trial period, teachers will notify parents of any concernsand discuss with them the specific
naure and possible solutions

Areall children eligibleto apply for early admission?

No. For pre-kindegarten, only children whose families meet income criteria for the program will
be scheduled for an assessment appointment.
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How will the school system determine if a child is developmentally ready for early
admission?

As stated in the Howard County Public School System Policy 3201 (Enrollment, Residency,
Student Assignment, and Admission to Prekindegarten and Kindegarten), children accepted for
early admisson mus demondrate a highlevel of soda and emotiond and academic
development. An assessment of academic skills, aswell as adevelopmental checklist of non
academic competendes, determines this level.

What kind of test isused for early admission and who will test the children?

The Early ChildhoodOffice uses a criterion-referenced standadized assessment. Thetest, which
takes approximately 45 minutes to administer, indudes mathematics, readinglanguaye, and
genega knowledgefor kindegarten. A certified early childhoodteacher administersthe
assessment individudly to each child.

How should children be prepared for thetest?

Parents should enaure tha ther child has rested adequaely and had sufficient nourishment to
paticipae in thetesting. Children do not need any type of specia preparation. Children who
already possess the needed skills will have an opportunity to show them during the assessment.
The Developmental Checklist, which isan evauation of howthe child typically peforms, isto
be completed prior to thetesting session by the parent and a preschool teacher or another adult.

If my child isnot accepted for early admission, does it mean that he or she isbehind their
peers academically and sodally?

No, notat all. Thequdificationsfor early admission indudethe demondration of exceptiond
skills and competendes.
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