










 
 

Regional Home Schooling Support Groups 
A Note About This Listing 

 
The local support groups listed on this sheet are excerpted from Home-schooling 
Connections: Information on Regional Support Groups, published by Nancy Greer, 1688 
Bellhaven Woods Court, Pasadena, MD 21122-3727 (4/95 edition). It is offered as a 
service by The Howard County Public Schools to interested parents for the purpose of 
supporting informed decisions, and does not imply an endorsement of home instruction 
nor of any particular support group.  
 
 

 
HOWARD COUNTY (alphabetical listing) 

 
Columbia Homeschool Community (CHC)  
Lisa Dean (410) 740-6688  
CHC is a cooperative home-school support group offering home-schooled students age 2-
18 and their family’s enrichment, socialization and support. CHC and its members 
sponsor over 290 activities and events annually, including Science Fair, Art Show, Field 
Day, monthly Home Room Day Enrichment Program (featuring themed learning units, 
peer socialization and team building), sports clinics, play groups, bowling, American 
Girls History Club, monthly Parent Information and Support Meetings, Mentor Program, 
Music Appreciation Series, Art Education Series, play groups, field trips, camping trips, 
Holiday events, drama/musical productions, book dubs, Teens and Tweens Group, and 
Family Socials. CHC members enjoy a private, members' only website (with online 
calendar of events and discussion board) and the Chatter Newsletter. New members are 
always warmly welcomed! For more membership information, visit CHC's public 
information website at http: mywebpages.comcast.net/chc/  
 
MARYLAND (alphabetical listing) 
  
Christian Home Education Network (C.H.E.N.)  
C.H.E.N. is a non-profit corporation designed to support Christian home-school families 
throughout Maryland. It is composed of many small groups. The regional contact persons 
listed below can help you find a group near you.  
 
Field Trips/Activities/Meetings: Each group plans according to its needs. C.H.E.N. holds 
a spring curriculum fair annually. 
  
Newsletter: Published by the statewide group and disseminated to members throughout 
Maryland; non-members may subscribe $15/year. 
 
 Membership Requirements/Fee: Agreement with the Statement of Faith; non-CHEN 
members may be included under some circumstances. $25/calendar year. 
 



 
 
Central Maryland (Carroll/Howard) 
 Vicki Hamilton (410) 461-3736  
 
Anne Arundel/West Baltimore (city and county) Karen Apple, 304 N. Beechwood Ave., 
Catonsville, MD 21228 (410) 744-8919  
Newsletter Editor Kyra Cooper, 8819 Sonya Road, Randallstown, MD 21133 (4t0) 655-
7612  
 
Jewish Home-schoolers of Metropolitan D.C. Area  
Tamah Kushner, 306 Hannes Street, Silver Spring, MD 20902 (301) 593-6079 Celia 
Creenberg (410) 997-2950  
 
Our purpose is to support home-schooling families raising Jewish children. The group is 
open to people regardless of current level of religious practice. Meetings are the fourth 
Thursday of each month; call for time and directions.  
 
Maryland Home Education Association (M.H.E.A.)  
Manfred Smith, 9085 Flamepool Way, Columbia, MD 21045 (410) 730-0073 
  
MHEA was founded in t980 to serve and support families of all religious or philosophical 
persuasions and ethnic groups and to work for all home-schoolers -members and non-
members, alike. 
  
For $15/year, members receive a newsletter, legislative monitoring, information on home 
education laws, support and guidance, help in connection with a group in your area, and 
information on current research. 
  
MHEA also sponsors statewide conferences, offering a variety of traditional and non-
traditional materials, workshops and approaches. 
  
Maryland Association of Christian Home Educators (M.A.C.H.E,) Home Education 
Association (M.H.E.A.)  
State Office: (301) 663-3999 Newsletter (MACHEvents) PO Box 126, Glenwood, MD 
21738  
 
MACHE is an association of support groups who have joined to facilitate the sharing of 
legal concerns, information and ideas regarding home instruction from a Christian 
perspective. 
  
T.O.R.C.H. (Traditions of Roman Catholic Home-schoolers)  
 
East Howard County: Brenda Purcell (410) 379- 1032  
                                   Maureen Harrigan (410) 379-0292 
  
There are currently T.O.R.C.H. support groups in many counties, including Howard. 
Each chapter has its own coordinator and usually meets once per month. A newsletter is 



offered for $20/year. There are no requirements for members, but there are for forming a 
chapter.  
 
 
NATIONAL  
 
Drinking Gourd  
PO Box 2557, Redmond, WA 98073 Multicultural newsletter. Annually lists directory of 
membership/support group. 
  
Growing Without Schooling 
 2269 Massachusetts Ave., Cambridge, MA 02140 Subscription rate for bimonthly 
publication $25/yr, $45/2 yrs, $60/3 yrs. GWS publishes a list of groups by state in the 
back of their magazines. 
  
Home Education Magazine 
 P.O. Box 1083, Tonasket, WA 98855 Subscription rate is $20/yr.  
They publish a list of groups by state in the back their magazine. 
  
The Moore Report  
Box 1, Camus, WA 98607 Christian homeschooling newsletter. 
  
Nathhan (National Challenged Homeschoolers Association Network) 
 5383 Alpine Rd., SE, Olalla WA 98359 (205) 857-4257 
  
National Home-schoolers Association 
 P.O. Box 157290, Cincinnati, OH 45215-7290 (513) 772-9580 They will send a regional 
listing upon request. Membership dues are $15/yr. 
  
The Teaching Home 
P.O. Box 20219, Portland OR 97220 Christian home-schooling magazine. 
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Preparing the Portfolio 

For Home Instruction Under Option 4a 
 
 

Curriculum Notes 
 
The General Regulations state that instruction should be provided in subjects “usually taught in the 
public schools to students of the same age” and should include “English, mathematics, science, social 
studies, art, music, health, and physical education.”  The following are Howard County Public School 
System recommendations: 
 
 • English/Language Arts should include developmentally appropriate instruction in reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening skills.  Formal writing and spelling are not typically 
included at the kindergarten level. 

 
 • The following areas not listed in the General Regulations are highly recommended:   
  √ Career and Technology Education (e.g., computers, other technology, tech education, 

family consumer science, business, industrial arts)  
  √ Library/Media Skills 
  √ Foreign Language 
 
 • The K-8 program includes developmentally appropriate instruction in every area.  In grades 

6-8, instruction in Art, Music, Health, Physical Education, and Technology Education is 
typically of 9 weeks’ duration. 

  
 • The 9-12 program includes six or more credits of instruction per year toward the Maryland 

high school graduation requirements.  (One credit is equal to an hour of daily instruction for 
a full school year.)  The Maryland high school graduation requirements include as a 
minimum: 

 
 4 credits English  
 3 credits Mathematics (1 credit must be in algebra and 1 credit must be in geometry) 
 3 credits Science (1 credit must be in Biology) 
 3 credits Social Studies (US History, American Govt., World History.) 
 1 credit Fine Arts (Dance, Drama, Visual Arts, or Music) 
 1 credit Technology Education 
 1 credit Physical Education/Health 
 2 add’l credits Adv. Technology Education or a Foreign Language 
 
 

Portfolio Review Form 
 
This form provides an overview of your instructional program for each student and, when completed, 
serves as documentation of portfolio reviews.  It should briefly describe your instructional plan for the 
year.  It should be completed prior to each review, or it can be completed by your reviewer at the 
review. 
 
The review form should indicate the following: 
 
 • How instruction in each area will be structured, e.g., textbook, correspondence course, art 

lessons, participation in a structured sports program each season, or a planned syllabus.* 
 • Where appropriate, grade level placement and intended goal.  For instance, a 4th grade student 

might be placed halfway through 3rd grade English with plans to finish the year at grade level, 
while working in a 5th grade math text and continuing into 6th if skill and interest permit. 

 
*An integrated or thematic approach to instruction which merges several curriculum areas is acceptable provided that 
there is evidence of the equivalent of a full program of instruction in each required area.  Be prepared to document subject 
areas separately.          
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Documenting Regular, Thorough Instruction of Sufficient Duration 
 
General Suggestions 
 
 • Give evidence of a regular, planned schedule of instruction. 
 • Maintain a planning book or log. 
 • Maintain a record of grades, e.g., issue quarterly report cards. 
 • Bring examples of instructional materials to the fall review. 
 • When the curriculum does not follow a prepared text or course, provide an outline of 

topics with a time schedule and resources (such as a bibliography). 
 
Student Portfolio 
 
While curriculum outlines, instructional materials, and descriptions of instruction can help paint 
a picture of home-schooling, actual samples of student work are an essential component of a 
portfolio review. 
 
 • Adequate examples to document work for each subject throughout the period of 

instruction must be provided. 
 • Samples of the student’s writing, worksheets, workbooks, creative materials, and tests must 

be provided.  Reading lists are recommended.  Other means of documenting work include 
journals, photographs, certificates, awards, and programs. The checklist on the portfolio 
review form represents recommended items, but not all are required for a satisfactory 
review. 

 • Work should be arranged chronologically by subject area. 
 • All work should be dated. 
 • Helpful hints: 
  √ Use a tabbed notebook or pocket portfolio. 
  √ Arrange subjects in the same order as indicated on the Educational Program form. 
 • All materials remain the property of the family. 
 

Portfolio Review Guidelines 
 
Each subject area will be reviewed for clear evidence of instruction, as will the complete portfolio, 
according to the criteria below.  Ratings will be indicated on the Educational Program form. 
 
 • Acceptable/Clear Evidence indicates there is sufficient evidence of planning as well as 

physical evidence of student work to show that regular, thorough instruction has taken place 
on a regular basis during the school year and is of sufficient duration to implement the 
program. 

 
 • Needs Better Evidence indicates there is insufficient evidence of instruction.  It is expected 

that weaknesses will be addressed the next time the portfolio is reviewed. 
 
 • Unacceptable indicates there is no evidence of instruction.  The subject area or portfolio 

does not comply with COMAR 13A.10.01.D.  A portfolio receiving this rating must be 
revised and resubmitted within 30 days. 

 
On request, your reviewer can help brainstorm ways to better document instruction. 



 
For more information, please contact the Home Instruction 
Coordinator of Howard County Public School System at: 

 
Pupil Personnel Services 

The Howard County Public School System 
10920 Route 108 

Ellicott City, Maryland 21042 
(410) 313- 6792 


