
The	Road	to	Kindergarten

Presented	by	
The	Office	of	Early	Childhood	Programs	
Howard	County	Public	School	System



This	event	is	brought	to	you	by	the	
Howard	County	

Transition	to	Kindergarten	Workgroup

• Educational	consultants
• HCPSS	Office	of	Early	Childhood	

Programs
• HCPSS	Pre-K	and	Kindergarten	

teachers
• HC	Office	of	Children &	Families
• HC	Library	System

• HC	Head	Start
• HC	Office	of	Child	Care
• HC	Family	Child	Care	Association
• The	Judy	Center	at	Cradlerock
• Variety	of	community-based,	

private	child	care/preschool	
programs



Please	Be	Considerate
• Cell	phone	ringers	should	be	turned	off.		

• You	are	encouraged	to	check	children	(2	years+)	into	the	
childcare	room.	

• If	children	remain	here	in	the	auditorium,	please	be	
considerate	of	other	audience	members	and	take	your	child	
into	the	hallway	if	he/she	needs	to	move	around	or	“be	
noisy”.



Tonight’s	Agenda:
�Welcome

�School	Readiness

�HCPSS	Kindergarten	Program

�Registration/Transition	Information

� Q	&	A



Why	Are	We	Here	Tonight?

Because	we	believe…



All	families	want	the	best	
for	their	children.



Going	to	kindergarten	is	
a	developmental	milestone.



The	transition	to	kindergarten	is	
not	a	one-time	event.



Not	all	children	have	the	same	
readiness	for	kindergarten.



Schools	must	be	ready	for	
children	and	families.



Kindergarten	is	the	first	step	on	the	way	
to	college	and	career	readiness.



Welcome to the	Class	of	2030!

HCPSS	is	here	to
support	your	family	
during	your	child’s	
educational	journey.



What	Does	
“Ready	for	School”

Mean?



“Ready	for	School”	Means…
Real-life	experiences

Early	vocabulary	and	literacy	exposure
Areas	of	competence/strengths

Developmentally	appropriate	activities

Young,	curious	minds



Support	Readiness



Social	
Foundations

Social	Studies

Mathematics

Science
Physical	Well-
Being	&	Motor	
Development

Fine	Arts

Language	and	
Literacy

*Aligned	to	PK-12	Maryland	College	and	Career-Ready	Standards



Our	Vision
We	strive	to	ensure	that	instruction	at	the	kindergarten	level:

- prepares	students	for	success	as	lifelong	learners	by	developing	the	
academic,	social	and	emotional	knowledge,	strategies,	and	skills	needed	
to	participate	responsibly	in	a	diverse	and	changing	world…

- utilizes	a	child-centered	approach	to	ensure	that	each	child	develops	a	
love	of	learning

- and	supports	adjustments	to	the	social	setting	of	a	formal	classroom	so	
that	students	can	actually	attain	the	skills	and	knowledge	of	the	
curriculum	while	learning	how	to	function	effectively	in	the	classroom	
setting.



Expressive	Language Opportunities

Developmentally	Appropriate	Practices

Integrated	Instruction

Social/Emotional/Behavioral	Skill	Development

Every	Day	in	Kindergarten…



What	Might	a	Day	in	Kindergarten	Look	Like?
Arrival/Morning	Work

Opening/Morning	Meeting
Language	Arts

Science/Social	Studies/Health
Recess/Lunch
Quiet	Time
Mathematics
Related	Arts

Student-Selected	Activities



Arrival/Morning	Work



Opening/Morning	Meeting



Language	Arts



Science/Social	Studies/Health



Lunch/Recess



Take	Ten/Quiet	Time



Mathematics



Art
Music

P.E.	(Physical	Education)
Library	Media
Technology

Related	Arts



Student	Selected	Activities



Kindergarten	Instruction

=	Differentiated	Instruction



www.hcpss.org























http://www.hcpss.org/enroll/



Kindergarten	Registration	begins	
February	27-March	3,	2017!

You	will	need:
�Picture	I.D.	(driver’s	license,	military	I.D.,	or	passport)
�Current	lease	or	deed	(to	show	address,	valid	dates,	signatures)
�Current	utility	bill	with	name	and	address
�Child’s	proof	of	birth	(birth	certificate/registration,	baptismal	or	

church	certificate,	hospital	certificate,	passport/visa,	parent’s	
affidavit,	physician’s	certificate)

�Child’s	current	proof	of	immunizations
�Proof	of	custody,	if	applicable



Kindergarten	Registration	begins	
February	27-March	3,	2017!

Language	support	is	available	at	the	International	Student	
Registration	Center.

Children	already	enrolled	in	a	HCPSS	school	as	a	
prekindergarten	student DO	NOT	need	to	re-enroll	for	
kindergarten.		Parents	will	receive	information	from	child’s	
current	school and	records	will	be	transferred.



Events	At	YOUR	School	May	Include:
• Registration
• Visitation/Tours
• Parent	Information	Session
• Spring	Picnic
• Summer	Playdates
• Orientation
• Back-to-School	Night



This	Might	Be	of	Interest	to	You!
Annual	Children’s	Discovery	Fair	

April	1,	2017 from	10:00	a.m.	– 1:00	p.m.	
At	Cradlerock	Elementary	School

“Kindergarten	Here	We	Come”	classes	
At	your	local	HC	Library	in	August
Dates/times	to	be	determined



Read	Stories	About	School	
With	Your	Child!



Advice	for	Kindergarten	Parents
• Become	involved	in	your	school- find	ways	to	volunteer,	

join	the	PTA,	go	to	school	events!
• Sign	up	for	email	or	text	alerts!
• Get	to	know	other	parents!
• Never	be	afraid	to	ask	questions!
• Know	that	it’s	normal	to	feel	a	wide	range	of	emotions!
• Share	your	excitement	and	curiosity	with	your	child	

(not	your	anxiety)!



“School	Readiness Toolkits”

Please	turn	in	your	
feedback	form	as	
you	leave in	order	
to	receive	your	
toolkit.



Questions?

Office	of	Early	Childhood	Programs
410-313-5693

Lisa	Davis
Kym	Nwosu

Amy	Raymond
Kris	Woodson



Have	a	great	next	stop	in
KINDERGARTEN!


