
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OF HOWARD COUNTY 
 

May 11, 2006 
 

Work Session  
 
 The Board of Education held a public work session at 3:00 p.m., immediately 
preceding its regular meeting at 4:00 p.m., to discuss changes to its e-mail system and 
renovations to the Board Room to accommodate an increased number of Board Members.  
(Mrs. Watson arrived at 3:35 p.m.) 
 
Joshua Kaufman, Chairman 
Diane Mikulis, Vice Chairman 
Patricia Gordon 
Mary Kay Sigaty 
Courtney Watson 
Jeff Lasser, Student Member 
 
Sydney L. Cousin, Superintendent, Secretary/Treasurer 
Sandra Erickson, Chief Academic and Administrative Officer 
Raymond Brown, Chief Operating Officer 
Patti Caplan, Director, Public Relations 
Susan Shown, Recording Secretary 
 
Improved Communication and Public Relations 
 
 Ms. Sigaty stated that she worked with the school system’s technology staff to 
develop an e-mail system for the Board with only one log-in to access both the public    
e-mail box as well as each Board member’s personal box.  Specific group addresses will 
also be made available for access to the Board, Superintendent, and senior staff.  A 
shared-use box is provided for documents to be accessed and read by Board members.   
 
Paperless Board Meetings 
 
 Mr. Brian Duvall, Webmaster, stated that staff plans to recommend that Board 
Docs be used for the paperless Board agenda items.  All documents will be displayed in 
PDF. 
 
Board Room Renovations 
 
 Dr. William Brown, Director of School Planning and Construction, presented the 
design recommendation for the Board Room and explained that the proposed renovations 
were determined by the limited budget as well as the size and orientation of the existing 
room.  Other items affecting the design and budget are the required ramp to provide 
access for handicapped persons and the height of the dais. 
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 Mr. Raymond Brown, Chief Operating Officer, explained the need for a 
commitment from the Board on the design of the room in order for the project to be 
completed on time. 
 
 Ms. Sigaty stated her desire to have the dais lowered and seating positioned so 
that Board members would be able to see each other.  A request was also made for 
improved sight lines to the AV screen.  Mrs. Watson acknowledged Ms. Sigaty’s 
preferences but noted that the project is constrained by available funds and the footprint 
of the room. 
 
 Staff and the architect will consider Board members’ comments to see if the 
design could accommodate their requests and will submit a design recommendation for 
the Board’s approval. 
 
 The work session was adjourned at 3:55 p.m. 
 
 After the work session, the Board members then held a regularly scheduled 
meeting at 4:00 p.m., in the Board Room of the Department of Education, located at 
10910 Route 108, Ellicott City, Maryland.  The following were present: 
 
Joshua Kaufman, Chairman 
Diane Mikulis, Vice Chairman 
Patricia Gordon 
Mary Kay Sigaty 
Courtney Watson 
Jeff Lasser, Student Member 
 
Sydney L. Cousin, Superintendent, Secretary/Treasurer 
Sandra Erickson, Chief Academic and Administrative Officer 
Raymond Brown, Chief Operating Officer 
Patti Caplan, Director, Public Relations 
Florence Jackson, Recording Secretary 
 
 Chairman Joshua Kaufman called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m., and Mr. 
Eugene Obah led group in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
Public Forum 
 

Mr. Bob Moon, Thunder Hill Park Alliance, spoke about the benefit to the Howard 
County Public School System of the 300-acre Smith property located in the middle of 
Columbia.  He also asked for Board support for the design. The Thunder Hill Park 
Alliance advocates for use of this park as a nature park and natural environmental area.   
 

Mr. Jud Malone, Thunder Hill Park Alliance. supported Mr.  Moon’s presentation to 
create a nature park from the 300-acre Smith Farm.   Mr. Malone feels there is a more 
complex need to protect environmental assets in the county.  He requested that the Board 
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work with the county government to identify appropriate sites for sports fields and to 
speak up for the educational needs of the county.   
 

Mr. James Robertson, Parent, Clarksville MS, questioned the curriculum specifically 
regarding mathematics and history.  He also noted the number of days students had off 
during the school year.     
 

Ms. Jennifer Fry, Student Government Association, President, Mt. Hebron HS, 
requested that students in the county be allowed to wear their SGA stoles for graduation.  
These students should be recognized at graduation for their hard work, not only in school, 
but for their service in the community as well. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 
Dr. Cousin noted the following changes to the agenda: 
 
Delete: XII. Music Educator of the Year Award – postponed to the meeting of May 25. 

• Mr. Kaufman requested that scheduling be moved to the end of the evening 
session. 

• Mr. Kaufman requested the nomination for Maryland Association of Boards of 
Education representative be scheduled for the evening session. 

 
Action:  Mrs. Watson moved approval of the amended agenda.  The motion was seconded 
by Mrs. Mikulis and approved by the Board 5-0.  Mr. Lasser supported the motion. 
 
Superintendent’s Report 
 
Dr. Cousin spoke about his involvement in the following activities:  
 

• Recognized 109 employees, who had over 15 years or more service to the school 
system.  

• Thanked all those who attended the County Council meeting last Saturday in 
support of the education budget.  The County Council restored $3 million to the 
budget, and the Clarksville MS renovations will proceed on schedule. 

• Enjoyed baking a cake at Reservoir HS with Ms. Madge Johnson, teacher, 
Culinary Arts class.   

 
Student Member’s Report 
 

Mr. Lasser congratulated Mr. Wossen Ayele, Atholton HS, as the newly elected 
student member to the Board of Education for the 2006-2007 school year.    
 
 
 
 
 

Approved-June 8, 2006 



Minutes 4 May 11, 2006 

Student Representatives’ Reports 
 

Mr. Josh Michael, Centennial HS, noted that 74.2% 6th to 11th grade students 
voted in the election.  Ms. Sigaty added that the voting process had a positive effect on 
students.    
 

Mr. Eugene Obah, Centennial HS, spoke about the positive climate at Centennial 
HS.  Students are getting along very well, and there have been many events over the past 
several months, which may be leading to the positive school spirit.   
 

Mr. Alex Crew, Burleigh Manor MS, reported that the Student Council has been 
active in the school and community.  Students have raised money for the Heart and Lung 
Association and the American Red Cross. He also added that Burleigh Manor has a safe 
school environment without fear of bullying.   
 
Consent Agenda 
 
Staff Personnel, Bids and Contracts, Appointment of Local Representative PL81-874 
(Impact Aid), Operating Budget Monthly Report, School Construction Monthly Reports, 
Donations, Minutes of April 27, 2006. 
 

Mrs. Mikulis requested that Bids and Contracts P-3 and School Construction 
Monthly Reports be pulled. 
 

Mrs. Watson requested Donations be pulled. 
 
Action:  Ms. Sigaty moved approval of the remaining items on the consent agenda.  The 
motion was seconded by Mrs. Mikulis and approved by the Board 5-0.  Mr. Lasser 
supported the motion. 
 

Mrs. Mikulis asked for more information on the types of products that are being 
purchased regarding Floor Finish.  Mr. Doug Pindell said there is a premium on these 
products for floor finish, but they are also more efficient, and the school system is getting 
two-to-three times the use.  The products specified are “Green Seal” approved and are 
environmentally friendly.    
 
Action:  Mrs. Mikulis moved approval of Bids and Contracts, P-3.  The motion was 
seconded by Ms. Sigaty and approved by the Board 5-0.  Mr. Lasser supported the 
motion. 
 

Mrs. Mikulis questioned what happens to the balance of funds for relocatable 
classrooms. Ms. Beverly Jones explained that funding on any capital project is ongoing 
after year end until it is expended and the project is closed. 
 

Mrs. Watson asked for an explanation of the Donation to River Hill HS from the 
PTSA for the purchase of Turn-It-In.com.  Dr. Clarissa Evans, Executive Director, 
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Secondary Curricular Programs, noted that this program is to educate students, and staff 
has contacted schools to find out which schools have multiyear commitments.  Mr. 
Robert Glascock, Assistant Superintendent, Curriculum and Instruction, stated that staff 
is looking at starting this program in the elementary schools to aid students in 
understanding plagiarism.    
 
Action:  Mrs. Watson moved approval of the Donation to River Hill HS.  The motion was 
seconded by Ms. Gordon and approved by the Board 5-0.  Mr. Lasser supported the 
motion. 
 
Staff Personnel – Approved by the Board. 
 
Resignations-Violation of Contract    
      
    Years in 
  Grade or  Howard Effective 
Name School Subject  Reason County Date 
Wright, Damon HMS Reading Other Employment 2.0 05/15/06 
  
Resignations    Years in 
  Grade or  Howard Effective 
Name School Subject  Reason County Date 
Armstrong, Julia Fr. Leave Rdg. Spec. Family Obligations 6.0 06/30/06 
Barnhart, Jennifer Fr. Leave Math Relocation 7.0 06/30/06 
Burns, Lynette AHS Wk. Study Dissatisfied 1.0 06/13/06 
Chen, Sharon GCES Kindergarten Personal 1.0 06/13/06 
Collins, Rachelle AHS Science Dissatisfied 1.0 06/13/06 
Drimmer, Iris HAHS Math Personal 3.0 06/13/06 
Drummond, Lisa WFES Elem. Ed. Personal 2.0 06/13/06 
Duggan, Allison EES Elem. Ed. Relocation 5.0 06/13/06 
Duke, Jodi Fr. Leave Spec.. Ed. Family Obligations 5.0 06/30/06 
Egan, Karen LRHS Forg. Lang. Relocation 1.0 06/13/06 
Estell, Amy RBES ESOL Personal 1.0 06/13/06 
Gouner, Courtney ReHS Science Relocation 1.0 04/30/06 
Haggag, Raef MHHS Comp. Sci. Personal 1.0 06/13/06 
Happel, Tracey Fr. Leave Elem. Ed. Relocation 8.0 06/30/06 
Ingram, Zillah Fr. Leave S. Studies Personal 8.0 06/30/06 
Kennedy, Robert HOHS Science Return to School 2.0 06/13/06 
Kyle, Jessica Fr. Leave Elem. Ed. Family Obligations 5.0 06/30/06 
Maniotis, Claribel SWES Spec. Ed. Relocation 1.0 06/13/06 
Markosky, Lorraine MWES Media Other Employment 1.0 06/13/06 
Mathews, Melanie OMMS Rdg. Spec. Family Obligations 4.0 06/13/06 
McLemore, CassandraOMMS Math Personal 1.0 06/13/06 
Merryman, Kirsten Fr. Leave Forg. Lang. Family Obligations 7.0 06/30/06 
Morgenstern, Felicia Fr. Leave ESOL Health Issues 10.0 06/30/06 
Norbeck, Sarah ReHS Forg. Lang. Personal 2.0 06/13/06 
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Pettyjohn, Aubrey OMHS GT Relocation 1.0 06/13/06 
Phaneuf, Mark ReHS English Relocation 1.0 06/13/06 
Purdue, Nina WaES SLP Other Employment 13.0 06/13/06 
Recht, Monica Fr. Leave S. Studies Family Obligations 12.0 06/30/06 
Seale, James AHS Tech. Ed. Personal 2.0 06/13/06 
Shambeau, Susan CLS Spec. Ed. Personal 1.0 06/13/06 
Slaughter, Derek GCES Elem. Ed. Personal 1.0 06/13/06 
Starr, Jill PMS Math Relocation 2.0 06/13/06 
Weikers, Jessica SJES Elem. Ed. Relocation 1.0 06/13/06  
    
Contracts      
   Place of Last 
  Grade or Teaching   Grade/ Effective   
Name School Subject  Assignment Step Date 
 
Anderson, Susan WVES     OT  Private A-12 03/22/06   
Bowman, Sara RBES   ECE  A-01 03/20/06   
Ferraro, Sara EMMS    SCI         A-01               03/21/06   
Leard, Jeffrey CO    PSY  Howard County        B-01  03/30/06  
Velencia, Deborah LKMS    SPE  Howard County       A-06 03/27/06  
 
Leaves of Absence    Years in 
  Grade or  Howard Effective 
Name School Subject  Reason County Date 
 
Goodwin, Laurin Psy. Servs. Psychologist Personal Illness* 2.7 03/17/06 
Jones, Jessica RES Counselor Childbearing 4.0 06/13/06 
Lewellen, Cynthia EES Spec. Ed. Personal Illness 5.7 02/23/06 
Mattix, Kellie LIS Spec. Ed. Childrearing 8.0 08/20/06 
 
*(Corrected from 4/6/06 Report)        
   
Retirements    Years in 
  Grade or  Howard  Effective 
Name School Subject  County  Date 
  
Carr, Patricia HAHS S. Studies  14.0 07/01/06 
Dodd, Charles AHS Media  31.0 07/01/06 
Gallerizzo, William EMMS Science  30.0 07/01/06 
Guertler, Elizabeth WES Kindergarten  30.0 07/01/06 
Higdon, Sharon TSES Art  27.0 07/01/06 
Higgs, Peggy SFES Elem. Ed.  30.0 07/01/06 
Kleinhen, Agnes HAES Kindergarten  22.0 07/01/06 
Mead, Joanne CMS Music  30.5 07/01/06 
Portney, Susan GCES Media  17.0 07/01/06 
Schuster, Elizabeth TSES Kindergarten  30.0 07/01/06 
Solomon, Janis DMS Home Ec.  30.7 07/01/06 
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Watts, Gwendolyn WVES Elem. Ed.  37.0 07/01/06 
Wood, Brigitte HAHS Forg. Lang.  25.9 07/01/06 
 
Bids and Contracts – Approved by the Board. 
 
     Description    Amount 
 
P-1  Student Transportation 
   Reject remaining bids 
 
P-2  Natural Gas Suppliers 
   Washington Gas Energy Services      $3,200,000 est. 
 
P-3  Floor Finish 
   City Group, Inc.            $50,000 est. 
 
P-4  Testing, Adjusting and Balancing 
    Centennial Lane ES 
   Testing & Balancing, Inc.                                            $26,000 
 
Appointment of Mr. Ray Brown as Local Representative for PL81-874 (Impact Aid) – 
Approved by the Board. 
 
Operating Budget Monthly Report –Accepted by the Board. 
 
School Construction Monthly Reports – Accepted by the Board. 
 
Donations  - Approved by the Board. 
 
The following schools have received donations: 
 
Bushy Park Elementary: PTA, in the amount of $1970.13; $964 designated to 

purchase an eMac desktop computer for the media 
center and a digital camera; $1005.13 designated to 
purchase replacement toner cartridges. 

 
 Target in the amount of $592.35 designated to 

supplement and replace/replenish worn out math 
manipulatives. 

 
Centennial High: Boosters, in the amount of $2090; $1090 designated 

for supplies and materials for various sports and/or 
clubs that includes the purchase of  art supplies, 
baseballs, hockey balls, music, volleyballs and 
lacrosse items; $1000 designated for the Chem-Free 
After Prom Party. 
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Howard  High: Target, in the amount of $625.57 designated for 9th 
grade student activities. 

 
Long Reach High: AFCEA Central Maryland Chapter, in the amount of 

$1500 designated for the Robotics Club. 
 
Mt. Hebron High: Target, in the amount of $529.44 designated to 

purchase a computer for the classroom broadcasting 
system. 

 
River Hill High: PTSA, in the amount of $1164 designated for the 

purchase of Turn-It-In.com, a subscription that allows 
teachers to detect plagiarism. 

 
 The Dancel Family Foundation, in the amount of 

$3,750 designated for cheerleader jackets, uniforms 
and mats. 

 
 Target, in the amount of $573.40 designated for 

computer supplies that includes toner, printer 
cartridges and disks. 

 
Minutes of regular Board meeting of April 27, 2006 – Approved by the Board. 
 
School Opening and Closing Times 2006/2007 
 
Presenter:  Mr. David Drown, Director, Transportation. 
 

Mr. Drown presented information on the opening and closing times for 2006-
2007.  He noted that Dayton Oaks ES time is 9:00 a.m. through 3:30 p.m.  Phelps Luck 
ES will open from 8:45 a.m. until 3:15 p.m. and West Friendship ES will open at 9:25 
a.m. and close at 3:55 p.m.  All the other schools opening and closing times will remain 
the same.  Mr. Drown explained that this results in the most efficient use of the school 
fleets.   
 
Discussion: 
 

Mrs. Watson asked if there was any fiscal impact on making this change for 
Dayton Oaks ES.  Mr. Drown said no. 
 

Mrs. Mikulis questioned if all Cradlerock students from kindergarten through 8th 
grade were on the same buses or were they by instructional level.  Mr. Drown said in 
some instances yes; though, for the most part, they are separated by instructional level. 
 

Mrs. Mikulis asked how many bus routes there were for parochial schools. Mr. 
Drown said he thought approximately 20 countywide. Mr. Kaufman noted that this is a 
state requirement that buses be provided for parochial schools. 
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Assignment of Relocatable Classrooms 
 
Presenter:  Mr. David Drown, Director. 
 

Mr. Drown said that there is one change to the original proposal.  This change is 
the addition of one relocatable classroom at Glenelg HS because  a classroom needs to be 
taken off line to accommodate a fire exit.   

 
Discussion:   
 

Mrs. Watson asked if any of the relocatables are going to be taken off line.  Mr. 
Drown responded just one, and two new ones will be purchased.  One is to accommodate 
full-day kindergarten, and the other one will replace one that is in disrepair.       
 

Mr. Kaufman asked about the rationale for adding one to Clarksville MS.  Mr. 
Drown said Clarksville MS will be receiving three more staff members, and all the 
current classrooms are fully assigned.  This will keep the amount of floating teachers 
down. 
 

Mr. Drown noted that based on current numbers there may be redistricting at  
Glenwood MS next year and that will cause relocatables to move.   
 

Dr. Cousin said it is not just capacity and enrollment that drives relocatables.  
When schools approach 100% capacity, there will be floaters. There are 189 relocatables, 
and this is the equivalent of seven elementary schools. The school system needs to look at 
the age of some of the relocatables and make a comprehensive plan to begin phasing 
them out.  

 
Mr. Kaufman noted that there is a high number of relocatables at the middle 

school level.  Mr. Glascock explained that with the growth of the school system, space is 
needed for programs such as ESOL, Gifted and Talented, Band, Orchestra, and more 
intensive needs for special education.   

 
Mrs. Watson noted her concern with relocatables that have been in place for 20 

years.  She said portable use is intended to be short term. 
 

Action:  Mrs. Watson moved approval of the Assignment of Relocatable Classrooms.  
The motion was seconded by Ms. Gordon and approved by the Board 5-0.  Mr. Lasser 
supported the motion. 
 
New Course Proposals 
 
Presenter:  Dr. Clarissa Evans, Executive Director, Secondary Curricular Programs. 
 

Dr. Evans asked the Board to approve the following courses: 
• Preparing for Standardized Assessments. 
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• Intermediate topics in Algebra/Geometry. 
   
Ms. Gordon asked if these will be remedial courses.  Dr. Evans said these courses 

are designed to be paired with the High School Assessments mastery courses. Mrs. 
Mikulis asked if some students might pass the HSA’s but did not do well in the course. 
Dr. Evans said she did not foresee that scenario. These are for students who did not pass 
the assessment.   
 

Ms. Sigaty asked how the English fit in.  Dr. Evans said these particular courses 
gives test taking tips.   
 
Action:  Mrs. Watson moved approval of the New Course Proposals: Preparing for 
Standardized Assessments and Intermediate Topics in Algebra/Geometry.  The motion 
was seconded by Ms. Gordon and approved by the Board 5-0.  Mr. Lasser supported the 
motion.   
 
Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance (APFO) Chart 
 
Presenter:  Mr. David Drown 
 

Mr. Drown said the APFO Chart is prepared by staff for presentation to the Board 
and then to the County Council for consideration and adoption.  Enrollments is part of the 
growth management process in the county.  The process takes a look at enrollments and 
based on the projected capacity utilization it is decided if a school is “closed” or “open.”    
A school is “closed” for future residential development if it is over 115% of capacity 
utilization. It is “open” for future residential development if it is under 115% capacity 
utilization.   Mr. Drown then explained the details of the APFO chart.   

 
Mrs. Watson asked staff to alert the County Office of Planning and Zoning to 

pending decisions on capital projects that may require changes to the APFO chart.   
 
Mr. Kaufman noted that the additions would come on line in 2010, and that would 

have an impact on the chart next year.  Mrs. Watson said that it still has an impact for 
phased projects.  Mr. Drown added that phased projects go forward either way.   
 
Action:  Ms. Gordon moved approval of the Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance 
(APFO) Chart.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Kaufman and approved by the Board 5-
0.  Mr. Lasser supported the motion. 
 
Policy 3431 – Discipline 
 
Presenter:  Mrs. Linda Wise, Assistant Superintendent, School Administration. 
 

Mrs. Wise gave an overview of the changes to the policy based on Board input 
and staff feedback. The definition of due process was expanded.  Home teaching was 
removed from the list of alternative settings. In terms of implementation procedures staff 
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removed the section dealing with student behavior interventions of exclusion, seclusion, 
and restraint originally included because it is an intervention.  It was determined that 
these interventions were not disciplinary measures.  They are techniques used in a very 
careful and select manner.  Staff plans to present a charter in the fall for a new policy 
dealing with student behavior interventions.  Two additional amendments are related to 
the definitions for school property and school-related activity.  This was revised based on 
information coming from the PTA.   

 
Board members commented on specific wording in different areas of the policy.  

Mr. Mark Blom, Legal Counsel, noted that in some cases wording is taken from Supreme 
Court language.   
 
Action:   Mr. Kaufman moved approval of Policy 3431 - Discipline as amended.   The 
motion was seconded by Mrs. Watson and approved by the Board 5-0.  Mr. Lasser 
supported the motion. 
 
Policy 3431 - Code of Conduct 
 

Mrs. Wise noted additions and revisions that were made based on Board and staff 
feedback.  
 

Board members commented and made suggestions on the additions and revisions that 
staff had made.  Mrs. Ellen Miller stated that one of the recommendations came from the 
Antibullying Task Force, and Board members will be receiving a copy of this report in 
June.   
 
Action:  Mrs. Watson moved approval of the Student Code of Conduct with the changes 
regarding stalking, theft, making the word intimidating consistent, and removing the 
words or knowledge.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Mikulis and approved by the 
Board 5-0.  Mr. Lasser supported the motion. 
 
Policy 3443 – Student Search and Seizure 
 
Action:  Mrs. Watson moved approval of the amended version of Policy 3443 - Student 
Search and Seizure.  The motion was seconded by Mrs. Mikulis and approved by the 
Board 5-0.  Mr. Lasser supported the motion.   
 
Policy 10200 – Student Representation 
 
Presenter:  Mr. Roger Plunkett, Business, Community, Government Relations Officer. 
 
 Mr. Plunkett presented highlights of the proposed changes to the policy, based on 
Board member and staff input. 
 
 Board members discussed student voting rights as it pertains to closed session, 
quasi-judicial functions, and redistricting.  Most Board members were in agreement that 
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the student member can attend a closed session by invitation of the Board; however, Ms. 
Sigaty felt there are times when the student member would need the legal advice that is 
made available during a closed session.   
 
 The majority of Board members felt the student representative should not be 
included in quasi-judicial functions.  Mrs. Mikulis noted that these functions often take 
place during the school day. Board members felt the student representative should not 
vote on the capital and operating budgets or redistricting.  They did feel students could 
vote on land acquisitions and bids and contracts.    
 
 Mr. Blom stated that there are two ways the Board can establish voting rights.  
One is by policy, and one is by law.  Voting rights are now being established by policy.  
Proposed legislation is another stage which will come later. 
 
 Final action will be taken at the regular Board meeting on May 25, 2006. 
 
Policy 2050 – Attendance 
 
Presenter:  Ms. Pamela Blackwell, Director, Office of Student Services. 
 
 Board members discussed issues relating to a student being absent less than an 
hour and also the issue related to denial of credit.  Mrs. Watson noted that the observation 
of a religious holiday is a lawful absence.  Ms. Blackwell said this is in COMAR, and it 
is defined in the policy.   Action will be taken at the June 8, 2006, regular Board meeting. 
 
Policy 2331 – Field Trips/Foreign Travel Study 
 
Presenter:  Mr. Dan Michaels, Administrative Director, Secondary; and Mr. Earl Slacum, 
Administrative Director, Elementary. 
 

It was noted that information on foreign travel has been removed from Policy 
2331 and included in Policy 2332.  New guidelines ensure that field trips and foreign 
travel trips are related to system goals.  Definitions were clarified in both policies, and 
approval processes and parameters for trips were refined.  A public hearing on policy 
changes is scheduled for June 8.   
 
Recess:  The meeting was recessed by the chairman at 7:20 and reconvened at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Public Forum 
 

Mrs. Linda Turner, Parent, addressed the issue of safety and injury in the schools.  
She feels there needs to be a policy in place to address this issue as there is no 
consistency from school to school.  Parental involvement has been a concern for many 
years.  There has been a move to involve parents on paper, in policy, but less so in action.   
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Mrs. Ellen Giles shared the achievement of Reservoir HS students winning first 
place in the botball competition.   
 
Appointment – PTA Council of Howard County 
 
 Mrs. Mary Jane Barbato-Grauso, President, reported to the Board that the 
executive board of the council has sent a letter to the Board of Education members 
regarding backpack newsletter distribution.  She requested the Board reconsider the 
policy and allow other organizations to distribute information in the backpacks.  She also 
alerted Board members that a letter will be sent to them regarding the problems with the 
Student Information Management System. 
 
Public Hearing - Required Changes to the FY 2007 Operating and Capital Budgets 
in Response to Anticipated Funding 
 
Ms. Sandra Vinje and Ms. Shelly Stout, Teachers, Clarksville MS. 
 
 Ms. Vinje and Ms. Stout spoke about their involvement with the Green Schools 
Project with two 6th grade Gifted and Talented Resource classes.  An outcome of the 
research was discovery of the amount of money that could be saved with energy 
conservation.   
 
Mr. Ashwin Redid, Mr. Brian Guerinot, Mr. Matt Lurie, Ms. Mary Davis, Mr. Ricky 
Lasser, and Ms. Camille Calvin, students, Clarksville MS. 
 
 The students gave presentations on their experiments with energy saving devices 
at their school.   
 
Ms. Nancy Enders, School Psychologist. 
 
  Ms. Enders shared concern about a .5 school psychologist position eliminated in 
the budget.  School psychologists target the problems in the schools.  On any given day 
the psychologists work with students who are having problems. Eliminating the .5 
position will have school psychologists spread thin across the county. 
 
MABE Nominating Committee has been tabled until the next meeting.  
 
Scheduling:  Board members discussed dates for upcoming activities. 
 
Adjournment:  The chairman adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
 
Information 
 Food and Nutrition Service Monthly Financial Report 
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